r — —ök — 
2 2 * = Sts 
2 — 


= 
. 


«> x 8 
i l 5 
N OY 


1 
! 
1 
{ 
0 

1 
f 
N 

F 


- * 


2 


HT * #? 
5 


* : 
RS IH: 


vi * 
7 


r 


34 - $4 A , : The f ; | 
75:5 2 , I , : 5 COPE X 
"Ms - IC + - Py. KS; Sr "wy 5 . = 
"i INF pat" = el © | : $7 | 
' — e 3 Po. Coe” f 3 . : a 
= * 4 e 8 ; * 5 4 5 
. e, X f 3 : : 4 
ay Ou bd 7 + © | * * 
' 5 : 8 = * * _ 
of * IL 5 x ; | A 
* 2 2 m * 1 ol * — a 5 1 | | 
4 > 5 4 g J a | | | 
; 3 : 7 © #0 
mr * x Cr . . N 
* 2 * - ; 
Br” ; bs l . 5 1 0 1 5 : 
. = | 
on.” 1 a 4 G , : 
4 3 * 8 
” - p o & 
. to 
3 N . * . 
5 ot : 
s 2 & | | 
a - 


_ — | | 
9 - 8 
q 3 4 : | 
* 7 © 
| 0 e 
FR 1 ; | 8 ; 
þ \ 1 a 
- 
WE | | 
* N 
* 1 : 2 f ; 
; 4 — 
1 5 k | 
ke * ; * Sa, : ; ; 
” 8 * : 
. - 
P . Fa 
- 
4 


> : E's 


«ts 
i; - 1 a | RET. ..- 
5 — 5 FCP e 
k 22 wr #1 — — 2. 498 33 hoe or. 4 . 


: 7 ; 


8 - - p p, 


8 5 : bY 3 Ä —— — EF oe 
E ² . nuke LA rr ESL ch, 


* 
8 
* 


. As 4 . 9 , - = 9% K 9 ne * 
3 5 a RES A * A 7 3 * = * - 7 — . ak 

— * . £ © 8 
Wee * . pes 8 =P 2 $5 20 3 mw * 


* 
2 7 2 - i 
28 r py = 0 Zn N 4 Z s ST oO bn q 
* 1 . * py” Ly 75 29 : * * - N s "4g 1 2 > 8 x * 
. an . 4 9 — — 2 2 
* 


MU Tl Al. D E L I BE R AT 10N, "> 70 

WY „ Ans | OR FEEL 5 8 5 * 
Liberty of Conscience, - - 
| r PROVED TO BB Ds OE 7 412k 


[THE ONLY BONDS OF LASTING UNION - _,, ©. 0 
AMONGST THE METHODISTS, 


| . ti EXEMPLIFIED FROM. 


The avowed Sentiments ; os 1 


+ 


_— . 


or THE nor AESPECTABLE 


EACHERS, ax» LEADING- FRIENDS «+ 
IN OUR CONNEXION. 


— 


DI SIS 


. 


14. 


——— Bunge 


. 
i&s 


1 
— 
—— — 


Mar Fifty. Pamphlets and Circular Letters, BE; 
Since the Death of the Rev. Mr. WESIET＋. 4 


e +: 10331009 IN 3 5 


— 
e 
— — — 
© #*, * 1 222 
. — . —m—— — 


- 
me 

—— 
* 


4 


—— 9 — EOEY — 
: 
8 


* 
= 
DET Ph OO EE Nt EO ERIE: * 


* 


— 


hve all things "hot FUR that which ti good, 1 Theft ws j. 
_ of- it, take advice, and Seal 2 minds, Judges . 210 
Wb Eno rin RNS f —_—_ 


* 
GB nr er arent 
—— 


A 


ee 
oO» 
Fe 
S 
Vs. 
5 
8 
25 
. 
"6; 
eg 
of” 
WW, 
oy 
= 
— 
9 
ty 
* 
Th 
4 
3 
F 


2 "Ip . F QT | | = =: 
another wants cervant 7 to. ks ͤ X l 
| or 1 —So then on one © 3 


F 


wy 
. 


« 
= - .7 
* 


_— 9 SOR 


. - 7 . 
AT 073% e,*4 7% 
INE by * 3% ho 


S KK IE 22A Tt zur 3 2 
F > 
* " LY - . > © ” y 1384 wo 4% * 9 
Gin CYATCEL R HAHA 
> 4 MES $0 2 8 A A GAA e 144 Df. a # 
* 23 4 2 r n * q 
PR.” , 4 * 74 K 5 0 \ 
n ALAS Sa 4 C5 > 
F e 1 « N 


11 a 14148907 


1 5 TY 1 Y 1 ; 13 a K N rg 

„ * % i d . \ * + oY 4 3? 
1 „ neee nne dad 18.80 ut DI 
. . * Js 


ECT OTE 24 oils 10 45 20 (UI v3 4 522 


#1 ee 27. ²˙ . 4 3 ROT O- 
1 * SFA ²— GAs - .. m.. 44 ASE n A 
. : 1 2 6 
* 
0 4 * 
2 — . . , a 
Ree of r I. dA. 5 20.0061 Bo van 
N » ; CORR > 6 % 23.3 43 IN. MY 9 + as na By Bt 
: . ; . 8 « hes 3 . 0 


„ ORE * 950 
| | „„ - M4. 4a N Ans 4 8 5 0 6.5 | 6 % TH $3 
; ; 9 . 1 , 
| 7 : | 5 . 5 If * * F 725 9 13 * 08 K 
RY 8 - * ; 4 r * : - * # F a N * * 3 | % : 
4105 2 y % Y 2 * 56 4 * 5 w 2 * 0 6 2 * e. Nl iQ .d N * 19 
3 ; * . « k g 8 ; ; | 5 b * r 5 
1 | * * r 
3 $89" ONLY e eee . Riem 53 S eee en 
1 II He Ne 
E vin 29A a oY 1A nend 89 2978 r. 


* * X 0 - * 44 4 115 
8 43H e\ 1 I! Ne * ITY 28 ab > 12 Ny 16.53, ae 


5 5 rA us + 
| wis Dit : tf coal] (2 zanawal.l yd bt bas b9tai 
ert n bas awsT ni rio, 15106 0 


— 8 | yy | 
C. 201-211 nora T] 
\ 0 \ F g ; : * — * 
Y 2 
5 ** 
0 2 Wo 
4 { 
6 F we. 5 
* 4 Tp ; — 
a 8 . XR 
WE 4 5 * 


rents of t V. 
den they conſide 
ofeflors of 1 g E ba Tehy 


0 when the knowle 


ge "contend for the fait 
te the faints. Happy 
_ 3 m 
= _ ſole —_—_ 


e 2 oP their reger we | 
bl Fart of their Abe 1 5 N 5 1 


y, 5 e of thea 2 22 of e ie 


I It 


1 


* 


ate adv; e 2 


ai 
rapidly 


y in rele 
Ecommends fre 
Shag 


wer , 0 * a 
1 , * e. 5 . 
N 1. | nf i ods . 
ö * 4 ©» 
* 


wn 2 4 
£443 


7 - * 
- ” 4 _ o_ 
— — n 5 I a ET. 
2 * 9 r + _— * nn 9 3 - 
Wann eee 4 4 CF” —— — — —— — 
— : _ EE 


"I — . d 1 > 6-008 
ARES ied Dea RR SS. 


Fe I. * 2 ** 18 ; 
nn e nz N 
«7 Air ant fa $ 
* - . * 4 % 4 
e tive no doubt hut th 
= hen th 1 oy : 7 


Yrious Sun of Righ- 


it t have'ovetf] read th - ki 
eng 8 


CD, 


deten . W = 1 F 
En | 
nes, 


185 


EE 
the co ent 


i 


nne 94/6 


es 
-# 


ons herb afile in che pu rſuit of trutk, Alt b 1 


== — 


— —ũ——ä— ge ner, 


r hd AC ar; 


435 In, Thalf cover ' | 
t d angel at 
* 9 : 

1055 Arive 1 1 
1 that dee 8 # 
Ke rocks 


cover the g. 


all their en 
and regu 
given. 15 


T2 


ats 


to the h 6 "revelation," 
, Ae purit 8 and. F +30 
ic blefſing of God, by their mi- 1 


er 
* . : 


J 


x t 3 


TT 118 OY" * - 24075 


1 


* 
* 
* . 603, , 4 3 F 
9 8 3 
: FL» * * IF 


3 
"v4. Fs) 


1 
r 1 1 
8 N 
oe 939 n ; 


. "wh 
y Nn a 4 
3 (of T4 * * 8 


vi C Ko l Fe A K. 8 


ere Ee Renes, Men 
injons, and errors, with the truth 


they contend for: and — F: often ive.w ta. tempers, 
Dee e eo lue ho - 1 ""Fhe eee ver tl 
W tl . 1 790.) number, epithets, wh r agr 
Pabel. c zue, Ther * a beautiful pak ment: 
ſatze in N 1 Bk 2 5 otes on Claude 5 Effa v. Vol. 1 Pill ha 


page 229, — ic ee 10 hs weh 7515 | th flog ad ion of 
Controverſies in religion are general carrie on with I confi 

=. "era 20 75 af als other Tabiett : beſides reaſon, ſropok 
ben. of truth Which w men/inrvice 

in theſe-t to be inflame with zeal In ſe 


e ma 0 ive le mat 

25 Nin cee A . frog * 

of truth: but he * . d: may 

4 ling it reverently, mo- mo- N verloo 
Gn fd oli. 51 e age 246, * Moderate menſWe hay 
2 allow, that many ſuperſtitions are reformed—ſfuted. o, 


that /ome are ſtill retained. in all communities. and that thepgeat, x 
co of _ to.the great intereſts of truth and, b;rtugigh hs 
an PH e, which. del geleryen, it the atrention of all, rer to he 

It ap pears 3 7 to us, 1 - 3 of Methodist ter of, 
attend to the ſuhjects which are USA in our connexion Kine Fr 
e will 1 10 3 of Chriſt at large, or the F 
Me ity. in particular, will. 1d th emlelve umen! 


ell E Which are w diſcuſſed among us nd op- 
IV « 1 ftand. i in. awty ſuſpenſe. They fe: 
che Yor; 721 Cod will be . imp eded in our ct 
i not entirely deſtroyed. Many ee ee in th 
bare wear a threateninig appearance. The hither 
ee Tl HT? : eace, alfluence, a 


ee open * gh eir batteries upon us: Their firſt ey be, | 
We have een SEQ ee to ka. Fu 

= to. deſpair. We hav 5 8 us 1 1 

un fp W 


.d Watch over, 12 ry 
thoſe that mult; give an 8 Aft . Th 870 lo the Mel 
an alarm j in Zion, as well as tolay to — "Thy Go verge - 


N * 
E 7 . 
Y Iv AY a ä ; a 

o J * * 8 4 * k 

% . f | ; 

+ 5 . 4 : 5 8 i 
REC I oe ĩ | 
e 8 Troy" 0h nr 45 1 > * „5 
x Lee odd N 1 N 7 4 . 1 1 
; be. l 


- 2. FE 

PREF ACE. VII 

The ſubjects which awaken the fears of ſo many of our 
people, vil be conſidered i in this m — z and { ſome 2. 


tences © off them, w may con 


6 Mor divert them i into a proper Fn oy Bog + Sa 
„We have carefully avoided overt ing unconnected with 
a- Jour main defign ; and have only ſel from the various 


publications lately circulated through our connexion, ſuch 
paſſages as appear of very —— * to our cauſe. In 
the mouth «of i witneſſes, every word 
hould be eſtablihed. 4 Thea im tia teadet will find: how- 
yer the authors of theſe Extracts differ in many things, they 
ve agreed in the ſubjefts we have conſidered: And the ſen- 
iments of. ſenſible men collected into one point of view, 
vill have more weight on did mind, than the opi- 
ion of an individ The ſubject of Liberty of Conſcience: 
conſidered by theſe writers in all its extent; and they have 


n, {propoſed a plan, which if attended to, would be of great: 
in rvice to our people. 
call In ſelecting elde Feſtigct, we; have canfic 


| matter, Without, reſpet 1 5 ; perſons. Sometimes 
ames "ale things of id 1 be. on of 
many ſentiments. of the, {imp 50 
werlooked, becauſe EIS autho ors Were 2e ? en 6 


Py wot! A 
We 111 =o entreat ** 8 ad to eren 
Wee fo lowing pages. "And if any. perſon, can, OE 
WEN founded n 3 what they ont ; we thi 
open, to conyi But till tät is 00 ane e 
ran to * * #CCOT ig to: to: our juck Cee: 


k - Int: >, be azten nded. ts. 117 our focicrs yo” 


members in parti Kular 8 
| that. the Gad of glory e graciouſly co 9 E 
1 us 8 4 e Ny the cords of dur < 
L and A N theneck!! May 
ps opel of i to run be Ie m F 
0 | of the: earth. m lee hi e And may 
fry oul in 3 place, [ol I 15 to "confeſs 5 thia RL 
jlo te Ear, to Ale — of God the Father! en, 1 


th 


£ 


Rs 3 DE ar, nn, 2 — — 6afrI_g 


rr 
* 


x 2 * 
. 
* - «4 


: 1 
2 r 
K „ 

2 


2 . 


— 7 5 2 — * 


W > TT >” - at 
-*D. . . < - i * JED Ws * * j X . 1 
2 4% Nero = . 2 » 25 r bags” or” | nin; ao < * — 
A * Y — * * = th - n 2 
EIT 3 _—— > atone 2 8 2 r A * n e 0 Rom Sf J 1 - 88 
PP ot SPE. RES Eel Arc... A NI IL ASSES. . 
—— x — = * 8 2 5 - — 8 - c 


2 


* E 
8 


© 


_ EET 


8 8 
* 9 
417 


"% 
m he A422 405-4 2 
10 $43 1 44 "SUL FS 


a 17 } * <5 
. F Y - f — * * 
1 4 12 2 1 £ þ Tl LI LARS PLS : f 
: 214 7 2 4 8 * 3% . $ « : 
# £4 ASE awe 46d IS 4 * + 


„Las 147 qo 1% :M ae. 1 21221 10 
100 U verett 3 3 a Higvs * D ala 
— bl baſk 13 leg: wt Yat! ; 1 rei vil Pe 


* 


3 TETAY dayonds £ Dotuls 113 v 151 71 FO 601 4 141] 


F? a7; ex 7 31 2 * 


”. 9 Ton y > Þ 
Forts DO! 


2 19.9.2 22062 OFF. SSM, de 1 265927826. enge 
8 10 EE? VN 7 | £31103 - 91 
ad ml, . * e 2d blues 
; Kats ge . 11 13d Bans via} 2224 lee S631 13! 
lac bal. : Deb ow eLordiut ad? be lee 
. 2 . 0145 beBolloo mn oldan: 1 % ein 
90 207 REID. 7 hb ux ro A %%% onon 2 Gf 
S . Nac 10 $351 out, 4 Þ 4 Ai erde a £36 
SV 617 65111 De: KD en lle 1 27227 3 rex Stec 1 el Bf 
TNT £ 2. 24% 0 i eV; £99238} * 24. 1 Zicken 123 14 2 boot j/ 
io 4 L1H O43 
Jos e aden car ff ; nt 
a * en 8 2 
x$#? 2 why 15 
| 8 
b 8 
. 


5 


* S N88 * 


1 — , We 4 A hee FR 
5 upon the Whole. "+ 
io 


EH 2 for) 
= A 7 N } 
5 . ; 
5 ä 1 98 Ez. 
4 "700 v4 RE 12555 3 W 
* 
a —— * 
+2 54 
f 5 
2 : 
bs 
8 . . : : 
2 {FEM 1 £ A 4 83 Me”, N 
3 "8 £ \\ = i SEN 2 


preac ty y pere 3 Show were e 
Bos go with their life 3 in — hands, to ublich the Go ti- 
gs of ſalvation. From the time 0 op Mr.) Welley's. ac- 
eng the help of laymen to. Prrach the goſpel, for thirty 
Es, moſt of our preachers were abundant in labours.— 
bad to encounter a number of difficulties, and fre- 
: ently were expoſed to the rage and malice of perſecution, 
e Lord however proportioned their ſtrength to their day, 
_ dit is worthy our Particular regard, that the bleſſed Re. | 
wer appointed men to labour in our connexion, Who 
any anna been en * in hard and trying ſituations in 


® - ws 


 _ 


. They, like the miniſters of the goſpel were called. . 
I preach-often—-t6 travel far to be content with poor ac 
| 1 'mAmoAas itions—and ſometimes tolabour With. their hands toy 


un theineteſlaries.of life, Moſt of the. preſent; travelling, 
RENT 2 Apr ge in different branches of 

45 weck. This 4585 D many 

CES n CINE ASIA f 


e ATI 
Hence ee. little ty Sri — 


croſs, of Chriſt ceaſed. - Are we-inds 
thouourable, of the world ꝰ 5 ꝗ— are e ll os 
t'sfake ?; We believe that the Methodiſts. 
not of the world., eee Dank that: | 
Jeep le in general, have received the ſpirit 
he irit Which is of God. And as e 
econ E 4 | 


ret 


IC e o 
16. tDEY! | 


. k * * 
t . L 
7 
* * 3 * - . N 
s " . *Y 
2 F * 4 D ö 2. 
* Ss 


4 „ G 


Io — — 2E — — — 


DS. ae. > 
2. 1 1 . 
LM e 


\ 
— * Cen ior aan ERGY 3 — 
. 0 - wo OY Z 
>= © 3 nat i * 

3 
e 


. rata en 4 g — 
LS, > i Ta 7 'S 9 Ms 2 3 
— + BE i T'- 4 a R$: Ho $55 . 3 T 


4 R241 * 


> - . . 
— : 


gs OG. _ W PIR W — I 3 — ny IS — 
3 — r LES e ” Yo x? ry - — 


— 0 
— — 


7 Me? _ — — — » 7 
D EC, 


8 
BON — 2 — 


— oe ro bore 


—— — 


2 8 
r 


2 3 FS TER, 
RL ate 


— 
* * - LT: _ 
- n * — 
* 


— - — 


— oy, —— Rx — 


W 


is 
. 


— 


* W * 


1 


Wt 
Sl 
47 
1 
„ 
i 
4 
} 
* 


* fe «the | * 4 
8 l 50 


— 


and baſe things of the world rhe 


We were deſpiled; bit ye: are honourdlec: x 
tai dwelling plate; We hach 1d labour 


bours exceed F 
8 88 x 


providedF6rt - ninifiers 
ee curates inthe eftabl. : ; 


: . 3 7 * 2 
LD, - 
. 
+ 1 
32 N 
3 Y 
— 


10 7 
who are after the ſpirit, ſo there lis reaſon to Ebere that in 
a conſiderable e att to chiis d iedband rejected 
of mei. We are Rill numbered d fovliſh,' — Mts 


which/ayedeſpiled, loct 
and which: are not.” :God" forbid that our: gle 2 He. ein * 
ſhould be made void! 108 „ 2151. 25919 119 To 2 A „char 


Ou churelles in e e however, ene, h noi be 
only from law leſs mobs, but ais in a! great meaſure from D 


hello of tongues. And Thoſe who flabsaredi ind Nor 
the Burden and best of che day, Forty! or fifty! years "230, om 
might ruſty addreſs us in words te mis eff 1 5 5 
that the Lord hathiſet us forth! to 1 ink = kb 
roach! 166, and death. Welwore fools for Chriſte vho 
bat ye are Wite in Chriſt.” We were weak, erin minis 
A We Joh por 
hunger and thirft, Were f aked ahd uff ted, und had rio cen i: 
workingawith: our 
hands ht 2nd ty we weredefamed endperiecatad our 
but at t e with you are fulk—now weare rich- 
we enjoy for ett G3 * 11 Aus 04 bi or 33:19 old 1 5 
Since Methodiim has been eſtabliſhe- reachers h beld « 
bout and ſuffer lit lde es pkrifori en 
the burden and heat of the day. IK 


99167 


W 
be more regular and: frequent than tor pr 
chers among Us, Vet matt „things oc νUꝭ daily Ui. 8 
white tend to "fink "chem into comparative ſecurity, any: 
LOT Re? Circuits are exceedingly-eontrated—tta 
leſſened accommodations abundantly — 
fortah e houſes provided for theirifamilics, with- ſuitablos 
er er their maintenance and the offence” of f 
croſs in IE has almoſt ceaſed.” They are bet 


t i 
lead t 


—— wh oy 


oth, Ts r ol 
— that: 4 


dre mat 


* Th "51. A 167 +7 ail ier 8 1 3417 1 
0d bitbeaking hours, in doi oing nothing, eee become 


full for a iniffer pf the goſpel, but be 25 dead 
laciety';! \ As; many: of our preachers 

art of their liſe in — den 
hariics, they are placed — 3 
when: they- commence i 


e 


| | 80 nancy 
eing! a/facrificecto.bhomy it is 4 8 romoti jon; 1 


unlels their heaxts are filled With faith a foe; wo 
tome a curſe to themlelves, and they a curſe to gs Je. 
No 23 perſon can deny this; and while f 
kibliſts, whether ie notire it; or not; it calls 
pho: "ws att wy 6 eint or. ſuß pu 
* fierſu 
Preach, 


nc — 7 mann 
* the, auth, cm 

ethren, as they:willanfwer i ittot 
10 ner ener an notwithitand 
nur poverty and; 00 N L e e 


1 1 held out for &« the loweſt 0 the people tg. heeo: ; * 
gunong/t us and their u pe fron 
ela e e 2 


441 


We by no means, 2 that p GA 775 i man 
10 n ing the goſprl. , the te N 

li ings nn kn | 12 

wazingly-owned of —— derne a] 


e mean, Poverty — 29540, Ptations, ind may 

Ned them to take improper 1 . the rh things 
pſthislifo.c): This is no-chargg.againit, the Met 

wh 4 K-is no.detraRion, of den c tre 

ave.been laid: zin . 


1924 the Church: gives direQions, for.c n 
love obe proved it this: matter. r, aA 
en to much wine — not TECUY:, OL, Alt. 
kncerely wiſh-that all, our, fri STM 
Recon. - eh33I words od ry artis _ 10111 

We eite would. dicaution t 

e D 
[ nS; t oO | 
has heen the caſe with TT preachi % 
tluis may have occaſioned many evils among lis, W eh 
neagainſt the intereſt of gur connexion. 2 happens, 
nei to another; a: abe eſs timel le nce 
e afforded, they will increaſe i in nu er and influence. 


* - 
&£) es. GE -<, + E n K 2 
0 4 > 5 I. »;' 5 s 1 8 
: — EASY AS? ARENA REI 7 FOR 27; * 21 


* 


n 
—— —— 


z 
— —j—ääñ ᷑ ͤ u 2 — 4 


8 DA * * _ * * 4 2 — 
— uo wg rap ——ů— — 
— —ͤ— - 


—_— —— — OD — Pe SD — ——— — — 
: 


— * 


* 


2 


— "te 


5 


"a Tn r. Weſley: of #] SIT IKE STLL S. At Ot ad bs 
The fubjeRs of a may be reduced to · one point 
Res at t is, — ower of forming end enecuting aws 
"the gbye of the ſocietiesꝰ For; n exuminat 
i eee t 6 OWE! 
| Atrüſtees „tlie rights öf Conference, or other lubj as: 
* h agi itafe d, Sn Ri once determined; what is the 


| HS. | 
We 8 all the preachers that pave not travelled mc 


+ ae — 25 


ee I * Welle yt Th j 


1a ed owe — hee — err Fo Dop 
cleared the” woods,” and Büilt the bridges, not ohly -at f 
Spence e of eaſe > ind worldly "comforts, but often at 
Hazard, and ſometimes even at the tols of life.. 
e N From theſe reflections it will follow, that the Gate of t 
2 "iſt 5 re: chers A Methodiſts, Was a ſtate of reproach 
Fufe ing: had very few temptations to indolen 
. | TE ANAL ABU that a material (alteration. has n 
r. mb - yn preachers, of whom ve no {pe 
eting the, ſituation of life many of them have be 
5 ale from, and the: conveniences and comforts gener: 
=; rovided”- fot them throughout this kingdom, are m 
Were er oſed to the ſnares of ſloth and worldly mi nmaeant 
n the fix . ere. Nane d 404" 10% 5 
W Pham our refleQions on the dangers ; 
5080 om the chang which! has been already mentioned, 
— 2 any as natital con 


tothe fubj Sets o debate, which are conſidered 
ſequenees f the other. We dot 

© However nene FR the debates amongſt the Met hodi 
Are tively. owing to this cauſe“ We believe they pri 
1 ly arile from the'] 
Teſt in by Mr | 


culiar- fituation the conmexion 


1 58 hEs Tegard;/which-belotigs - to: each p- 

3608 Vat}; nE cntentien WA beate It is this u 

2 1 800 ſubject Which Fonltrans us toacknowled e, that n 
f elt he San 


| 8 2417 SP DION 8 


Fd 


5 * 
2 0 
— 
1 


d or age in the dedicat 
1 


'ble « 
the « 
of d. 
i 
upp. 
rules 


he 


We acce 
nen 0 
n thei 
e hea 
early 
0 0 
EXT 
od, ar 
C are 
reſtra 
Kationis which! have been ciroulated; eonon at 


15 ind S fimilar to ech Scher, to che eſtabliſhed ruleFther fr. 
175 other kei Igious ties. and tothe revealed will of Goſe m 
e i atnding the heat of controvetſye has ſet cu /ee; 
leading men in ap poſitien to each other, yet i EXT] 
Wait but In le 0 ce, to unite in one gen- unc 
95 . An. = terminate all our puns) and difficulÞ to chi 

| a USE {1 279i 421 / 


of moſt of the perſons wha have appeared in the various 
debates which have agitated our connexion, in the follow- 
ing order, 8 | | : 
1. We ſhall prove by a great number of Extracts, that 
all are agreed in one principle; that is, that wnzwerfal 
liberty of conſcience ought to be given immediately to our 
people every where. e eB 

2. That a conſiderable number of perſons, very capa- 
ble of judging ſuggeſt, that ſomething is wanting to unite 
the different parts of our community, in one general plan 
of deliberation, for the good of the whole. 

3. We ſhall ſhew, that the privileges pleaded for, re- 
ative to the government of a religious ſociety, are not only 
Wlupported by the ſentiments already adduced, but by the 
Wrules and cuſtoms of the moſt enlightened civil ſocieties— 
he preſent religious communities—and the ſacred ſcrip- 
Ftures. FO . fe 
Jo the moſt ſerious and attentive of our friends, the truly 
Chriſtian ſentiments of the folkpwing Extracts, will be 
ighly acceptable.—It may be neceſſary to infor the rea- 
er, that the writers contended for oppoſite ſentiments on 
arious ſubjects. It is this induces us to place their Extracts 
ogether, to ſhew- how far theſe good men are agreed in 
leir principles, when they contend for liberty of con- 
tence: or the right every individual has to act according 
o the convictions of his own judgment, in matters he muſt 
Pe accountable for only to his God. Conſequently, theſe 
omen ought not, cannot ſeparate from each other for acting 
n their own avowed principles. The Methodiſts, amidſt 
e heat of controverſy, have given illuſtrious proof, how 
early they underitand, and how highly they value the 
phts of conſcience. _ | 
EXTRACT I. Brethren, we thank our gracious 
od, and the-preachers under whoſe miniſtry we. tat, that 
e are too ſenſible of our religious privileges, and of the 
reſtrained worſhip which God- delights in, to lay them 
own at the feet of men, who can pretend to no authority 

her from ſcripture or reaſon for their violent invaſion of 
ole moſt facred rights.“ Letter from the Briſtol 
ruſtees of Portland Chapel, dated Aug. 18, 1794. 
EXTRACT II. Have not all thole whe are even 
dw-under' mine and my brethren's care, free liberty to 

dto church as often as ny pleaſe? Is any compulſion 


0 eſtabliſh this remark, we ſhall produce the ſentiments 


— 


* 9 
ae — Fu * 
_ 25 2 = — 
OI - > 4 647 
3 3 $ — 2 
Oy 2 — . oo On — * £4 7 C * n 0 r = — 
2 INE ch ES SOT KEN 2: 2 ä 
e 2 K = 1 ö 2 
— — — — — — 
— — - — 


rr . 


— 


1 > „ 
— — 2 
. 7 


— — 


— 
— 


TTT 


3 


* 


* 


a. 
47} j 
2 
$21 


14 | + 
of any kind uſed with reſpect to man, woman, or child! 
Is 4 this very liberty 17 is not it ought to be] tie © 
baſis of Methodiſm ? Have not the truſtees, for a long Onef 
time paſt gone to other places of ae as they : 
Pleaſed, and joined in the ordinances there uſed. W hat rea- A 
lon can be given why others ſhould be denied this privi- 5 
lege? Cor any other Which belongs to them as men and ery 
Chriſtians] Are thoſe-who love their brethren moſt, and de. 3 
light to join with fem in all the means of grace, to be 4 
the only perſons, who are to be denied this Chriſtian liberty 
muſt they ſuffer this deprivation merely on account of 
their greater love? What icripture, reaſon, or common 
ſenſe, will bear thoſe men out in their ſhameful uſurpation 
over the conſciences of their brethren ? Mr. Hens) 
Moore's Letter, dated Briſtol, 19th Sep. 1794. 5 
_— EXTRACT III. © With all lowlineſs and meekneſ; * 
with long-ſuflering, forbearing, | or rather Tolerat ing] one 
another in love. Col. iii. 13. Forbearing, or Tolerating Trufte 
one another in love, and forgiving one another, & 
The apoſtle well knew that men would never 4¼ be of 
one mind in every reſpect, and therefore recommends this 
forbearance in love, as a certain preſervative againſt the 
ſtrifes and diviſions, which he fo loudly complained o lg: 
in the Corinthian church. 1 Cor. iii. 7. Beſides, what: i ork 
pity that the members of a religious Society, ſhould ba 124 
more 2xtolerant in their principles, than the legiſlators of ue 50 
civil community! What realon for thankfulnejs, that th "Fe 
laws of our country allew LIBERTY OF CONS | p 
SCIENCE! And what cauſe of regret, that this incom ed, 
parable bleſſing ſhould be unhappily eclipſed by the il 
N of individuals! a | 

To you my dear brethren and compari 
ſeeking conſcientiouſly to enjoy the privileges of th 
goſpel, I muſt add a word of exhortation. Let neither n _ 
naces affright you, nor wheedlings divert you, from pea 5 
ſuing, by every means lawful to a Chriſtian, the objects il fan 
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view. It is often the cuſtom of Providence, to try ou ce, th 
fidelity, before he grants us our wiſhes ; as we believt Ry 
that we ſhould by our privileges more glorify God. —Lt ar tho 


us remember duly to mention it in our fecret ſupplicatich their 
to his throne. 1 hope, and I truſt, that we are folly u, pul 
fluenced herein, by the deſire of getting more good fo EXT) 
_ ourſelves and for others. Let us ſuffer with patience, oncil 
and be willing to bear the burden as long as it ſhall plc 
od that we ſhould ; and this, as Mr, Weſley, tome whe 


ers, ar 


da ple 


1 20 15 5 5 
oblerves, is the readieft way to get rid of it: for he can 
turn the hearts of mankind like the rivers of water.“ 
S WOnefrmus's Pamphlet, dated Leeds, Dec. 6th, 1794. 
EXTRACT IV. „We are ſerry to find any thing 
"Walled by the name of Methodiſm, but pure and undefiled 
\Wicligion : the life and power of godlineſs. And we believe 
ge. Nrery thing that has a tendency to promote this, ought to 
be encouraged amongſt us.“ So | 

i Brethren for Chriſt's ſake, let us endeavour to be 
like minded with thoſe of whom it is faid, that walking 
n the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they were edified, and multiplied. God has gra- 
ouſly given us reſt. from outward perſecution, let us 
Pot periecute one another; but deeply ſenſible of our 
mercies, let us highly eſteem, and diligently improve them. 
et us live in love and peace, and the God of love and 
peace will be with us. A Letter from the Liverpool 
[ruftees, dated Dec. 10th, 1794. | 


demſelves: on no ground would it be juſtifiable in us to 
terfere in things which relate only to God and their 
wn conſciences. We feel no deſire to propoſe 2 new 


nd act as they think right: and eſpecially as each muſt 


ave not thoſe gone to other places of worſhip juſt as 
hey | pleaſed, and joined in the ordinances there uſed ? 


mied this privilege ? Are thoſe who love their brethren 


„ ce, the only perfons to be denied this Chriſtian liberty? 
= There is the ſcripture, reaſon, or common ſenſe that will 
r thoſe men out in their uſurpation over the canſciences - 
a their brethren ? Letter from the Trowbridge Truf- | 
1 0 es, publiſhed in the Month of December, 1794. 
7 EXTRACT VI. I with from my very heart that a 


conciliation could be accompliſhed between all the prea- 
ers, and all the truſtees in the kingdom : it is a good 


EXTRACT V. Our people have a right tojudge for | 


erm of communion, ſhackle their minds, or in any man- 
er grieve them; but moſt willingly, leave them to-think 


ve an account of himſelf to God. Surely we have juſt 
ound to expect the ſame indulgence. The laws of the 
nd permit us a full and free right of conſcience. in ſa- 
ted matters: and ſhall our brethren, the children of our 
dother, wiſh to deprive us P | of our privileges, | Beſides, 
be liberty we contend for, is the baſis of Methodiſm. 


Vhat argument then can be offered, why, we ſhould be 


ft, and delight to join with them in all the means of 


da pleaſant thing, for brethren to dwell together in 


5 | 15 10th of March, 1795. 


: 3 16 15 | 

unity. Your printed letter concluded well: Make us 
like: minded according to Chriſt Jeſus.“ Matt. xviii. 11, 
But he.that is greateſt among you, ſhall be your ſervant, 
Let us gird ourlelves with the towel, pour water into the 
baſon, and ſtoop down to waſh the diſciples feet. This 
is to be like minded according to Chriſt Jeſus. Who faith, 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
hall find reſt for your ſouls. O for John Fletcher's 
ſpirit !?— Mr. Murlin's printed Letter, dated Wycome, 

ec. 29, 1794. 3 
EXTRACT VII. *« Is it not the duty of every in- 
dividual, who wiſhes well to the proſperity of Zion, to 


uſe all his exertions to rectify the judgments of his miſin- 
formed brethren ?—To expoſe the truth, the naked truth 
do their views, that their tranquility may not be again 


ruffled, by the clamours of ignorance, or the blaſts of 
malevolence P — But we have done. Ere long the ſecrets 
of all hearts will be diſcloſed—all falſe coverings torn away 
and then, if not before, it will be diſcovered, who were 
the real friends to genuine Methodiſm to the intereſts of 
gur once ſuffering, but now exalted Saviour; and the 
welfare; the everlaſting welfare of a ruined world.” — Let- 
ter from the Local Preachers, &c. in Leeds Circuit, 
dated January, 179895. | | 
_EXFRACT VIII. As truth never prevailed with- 
out oppoſition ; and as the major part of our dear fathers 
and brethren have raiſed ramparts round its ſacred temple, 
let not all the vollies of ſophiſtry, nor the fraternal tones 
of yielding obſtinacy, divert your attention from the mo- 
mentous object, which alone can give permanency to your 
independency [| alas! we muſt be independent before we 
can be fixed in that ſtate. ] and eſtabliſhment to liberty and 
truth.. The Newark Leaders', &c, Letter, circulated in 
February, 1793 5 
EXTRACT IX. Mr. Bradburn claims the ſole 
right of judging for himſelf in matters of religion. He ac 
knowledges 7eſus Chriſt as the ſole head of the church, 
and aſſerts that no man, or body of men upon earth, have 
a right to preſeribe forms of worſhip,- or articles of faith, 
for. his obſervance and belief; and an attempt of this kind 
is contrary to the ſpirit of the Chriſtiaa religion, and te 
the unalterable rights of conſcience ;' and tends to deſtroy 
| genuine picty and rational devotion.“ A Letter from”! 
Member of Conference (alias Mr. Pritchard ), dated th 
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17 | 

EXTRACT X. The Word of God is ſtill our only 
nd ſufficient rule, both of faith and practice; and as that 
rule gives no direction concerning the hours of preaching, 
neither does it enjoin us to attend the place of worſhip by 


G aw eſtabliſhed, but leaves every man to his own judgment: 
Wit us imitate its divine author, and give every man the: 
þ ſame liberty, even the liberty we wiſh for ourſelves,” 
»The unha controverſies which are frequentl 

„ ppy contro: frequently 
„bund among Chriſtians, might eaſily be prevented, if, in- 
ead of too great an opinion of our own wiſdom, we ſhould 
tend more to the Word of God. The ſelf. important is 
over fo happy, as when fitting in the diftator's chair, to 
1. Ia his own ſentiments as the teſt and ſtandard of truth. 


h As it is of conſiderable importance for us, fallible creatures, 
to know that . we are liable to miſtakes, as well as our 
of brethren, that we may ſearch out and correct our errors: 
and as our only infallible guide in divine things is the 
Word of God, would it not be well. for all, both preachers. 
nd people, ſeriouſly to conſider the ſollowing paſſages of 
of God's Word, and adopt them in our future conduct, as 
he they may be applicable to our reſpective ſtates and ſitua- 
tions? 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 
15, 16. 1 Theſſ. v. 21. 1. Tim. v. 17, 1944 1 Theff. v. 
12, 13. Ila. vili. 20. 2 John x. 11. Jer. xxiii. 3. 
ft in anonymous Pamphlet, publiſhed in Leeds, early in 1795 
EXTRACT XI.. In what is the biſhop of Rome 
nore juſtly. the object of our abhorrence than his claiming 
.fupremacy over conſcience? And if any. man, on ac- 
count of his property, influence, wiſdom, or piety, arro- 
gate a power to compel the conſciences of others in their dut 
to God, he preciſely reſembles him who exalteth himſelf 
bove-all that is called God. It is probable our brethren 
ae not aware of theſe conſequences.” _ . 

+ Surely it is evident, that no legal deeds ought to con- 
er a power to judge for others in the things of God; and 
that the moſt fatal conſequences muſt follow the eſtabliſh- 
bent of ſuch principles in any religious community.“ 
lr. Longridge's. e FE Sh Efſay, publiſhed in the 
bring of 1795. 3 r 

EXTRACT XII. Can it be ſuppoſed that the Me- 
hodiſts on this fide the Atlantic can ſurvey the aſtoniſhing 
oroſpetity of their brethren abroad, and not be ſtimulated: 
d ſeek the ſame privileges at home? Privileges Which are 
cred and important, * no men can keep from 
N. 1 . 9: COTE ; 


* 


from Dr. Coke, dated Briſtol, Sep. 19th, 1794. 


| conſeience' be granted to our 
this be not granted, mark thoſe expreſſive words, ] thoſe 
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them, without criminating themſelves with guilt and re- 
ligious perſecution.” _ : 2 
Meſſ. Pawſon, Murlin, and others adviſe | thoſe that 
oppoſe the ſacrament] to allow liberty of conſcience to 
their brethren, and go peaceably on in their old way, as 
they ever have done ſince they joined the connexion, 
This advice is certainly excellent, being the reſult of long 
and various experience. Were the heat of party ſubſided, 
reaſon. reſtored to her empire, and affection to the heart, it 


would at once be univerſally received; and thoſe who per- 


fiſt in deſpiſing it [that is, this advice] will eventually 
ſecure to themſelves abundant confufion and ſhame,” — 
Mr. Sutcliffe's Pamphlet, publifhed early in 1795. 

. EXTRACT XIII. Liberty of conſcience and the 
unity-of the ſpirit, are the grounds of Chriſtian communion, 
No prudential rules ſhould interfere with theſe : none of 
our rules do. | Is not this an aſſertion, contradicted by 
a number of circumſtances, which are manifeſt in our 
connexion? ] And while I have my reaſon, and the uſe 
of my hands and eyes, no man in our connexion, ſhall inter- 
fere with theſe without being fully expoſed, as an. enemy 


to the church of God, and the whole human race. Mr. fe 


Bradburn's Letter, dated Bath, Oct. 11, 1794. | 


* 


-EXTRACT- XIV. I am now fully perſuaded, that 


nothing can bring about an union between the parties, but 


complete liberty of conſcience on both ſides. Letter 
_-EXFRAGCT XV. Our union, we are lure, may. be 
ſtill preſerved in the moſt: perfect manner, if liberty o 
ople on both ſides. I 


ONLY WHO ARE THE MEANS OF PREVENT- 


dated Oct. 14; 1794. 


-EXTRACT XVI. I hope I ſhall ever be a deter- Ire 
mined advocate for univerſal, unreſtrained liberty of con-Wd i 
Jaence, and an enemy to. every ſpecies of coercion, in mat-Fft 
ters purely religious. If you would hinder: the facrament 
by compulſion, [or prevent the people from enjoyingſÞhri 
any of their lawful rights,] becauſe you do not approve: 


of it: would you not ne, impriſon, baniſh, or burn 


Four brother in Chriſt, ſooner than he ſhould! enjoy his 
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY? Yow may ſay no; but - God 
knows I would not truſt you out of my power,” M 


matters 
them { 


ING IT, will be reſponſible for every evil. conſequence Peut. j 
which may inſue.“ —Mef. Hanby and Coke's Letter 


e Bradburn's Pamphlet, entitled the Queſtion, publiſhed early 
in 1792. : | 
at EXTRACT XVII. Are we not called to prove 
to all things, and to hold faſt that which is good ? But of all 
as deſcriptions of men, a preacher is the moſt inexcuſable, 
n. Wif he is not well verſed in church hiſtory ; that is ſo 
ag MWeſſential to his calling, that he muſt be an object of con- 
d, tempt, if he remain ignorant thereof. We muſt ſuſpect 
it him of being very indolent, or that he has ſome vile Gal. 
er- ter motives, and is determined to keep his bad conſcience 
ly Jin the dark. Ignorance among the Papiſts is ſtiled the 
— I nother of devotion ! But what ſort of devotion is it ? 
blind bigotry, and perſecuting rage: but let not that be once 
he named among ſuch as are called Proteſtants, leaſt they 
2n. ſhould be ranked with the mother of harlots. But let us 
of Have no quibbles, no antiquated unſcriptural traditions ; 
by et us have plain Bible proofs that we are wrong, and we 
ur will yield to conviction, but at the ſame time let every 
uſe man be fully perſuaded in his own mind; and let him at 
er- ſs God gives him light.? i iS an 6 
my | © In things of an indifferent nature, it is wiſe not to give 
Hr. fence ; but I apprehend the avowed effentials of religion, 
Ind the folemn ordinances of God, are not indifferent 
hat natters; nor are we at liberty to change them, or make 
but hem ſubſervient to ſtate policy, or worldy maxims: in 
ſo doing we ſhould adulterate the word of God, and 
hereby make it of none effect. As for ar en 8 
e cannot help that; we know the carnal mind is enmit _ 
gainſt God; and ſo is the friendſhip of this world. The 
eſſages the prophets were charged with; are often ſtiled 
urdens, becauſe they were calculated to give offence, yet 
hey were charged to be faithful in delivering them. 
Deut. iv. 2, and xii. go. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. Jer. i. 7. 
zel. xxxilii. 1. 10. Did not our Lord give offence, both 
life and doctrine? Did he not ſay I am come to ſend 
te on the earth? Yet he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled; 
con- Ind in his mouth was no guile. Did not his Few: cp 


mat-Mikence? And who were offended more than the Jews: eſpe- 
nent ally their rulers and teachers? Did not the primitive 
yinghriſtians give offence? As likewiſe the Waldenfes. and 
roveſÞ@:genſes, thoſe firſt reformers from Popery and ſuper- 
zumWition, Did not Luther and the reſt of the reformers! give 
his Fence ? Did not the Non-conformiſts give offence ; yea 
Goaf'en Mr. Weſley's anceſtors, his great grandfather, Bar- 
Mriniomers Veſley; his grandfather, John Weſley, his grand- 


| | 20 | 
father by his mother, Dr. Anefley : did not theſe men give 
offence to church biggots, for which they ſuffered the ſpoil- bon 
ing of their goods, yea moreover bonds and impriſonment ? rut 
And finally I aſk, who has given greater offence in this age, 75 
than Mr. Weſley himſelf?” | FIG; | ; 
This is ſtill a further proof to me that national re- Nude 
ligions have been national tyrannies, even among what hs 4 
have been called Chriſtians, whether they are called Pa- 0 
pifts, Churchmen, or Preſbyterians. And muſt the fingers Narth 
of a few poor Methodiſts be itching to pluck the ſame Hud it 
bloody fruit! Muſt they ſet up an image and ſummon all 
the provinces to bow down to it? Let them look at the 
lines quoted | from Mr. Charles Weſley ] in the ninth page, 
- © Tnventions added in a fatal hour, 
Human appendages of pomp and power, 
Whatever ſhines in outward grandeur great, 
1 give it up——a creature of the ſtate ] | 
Wide of the church, as hell from heav'n is wide, 
The blaze of riches, and the glare of pride, 
The vain defire of being entitled Lord, | 
The worldly kingdom and the princely ſword. 
But ſhould the bold uſurping ſpirit dare 
Still higher climb, and fit in Moſes' chair, 
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Power o'er my faith and conſcience to maintain, EX 


Shall I ſubmit, and ſuffer it to reign? _ 
Call it thᷣe Church, and darkneſs put for light, Ko 
Falſhood with truth confound, and wrong with right? ie ſuf 
No: I diſpute the evils haughty claim, F : 
Ĩ) be ſpirit of the world be ſtill its name; Ir him 
Whatever call'd by man, tis purely evil, 

*Tis Babel, Antichriſt, and Pope, and Devil!“ 
Let them enjoy their privileges with thank fulneſs, 
without putting a yoke upon our necks., Will they imitate 
the unbelieving Jews, of whom it is faid, they tempted 
God, and limited the Holy One of Iſrael? And is not 
lacing up men's conſciences with poſitive dogmas, à temfp- 
ting God, a tempting the Holy One of Ifrael? Is it not 
laying to the Almighty, hitherto ſhalt. thou come and no « 
further; and here ſhall thy omnipotent hand be ſtayed ? erfon - 
Is fuch a ſpirit or procedure becoming worms of thc ety and 
T r 1 of 
I would ſay to all the Methodiſts who deem it therhhq abili 
duty to go to the church Cor who differ in ſentiment fromW4..+ 85 
their brethren in any thing elſe] beware of a perſecuting eie 9 

ſpirit; and beware of every thing that wears the appear Ippear t! 


om ſe 
uſt gh 
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bonds and impriſonments at their command, they would 


?* Whut them in force againſt ſuch as differ from them. — Be- 


e, ides, in all ſuch caſes, violent oppoſition, always defeats 


ts own intention, No one acts freely contrary to the 


e- Wiudgment he has formed of a thing; and remember, where 
at Wile Spirit of the Lord is, THERE IS LIBERTY.” 


he their objections are delivered in a haughty, ſurly, dictato- 
ze, nal ſtile. Nevertheleſs remember, that a ſoft anfwer 


turns away wrath, and bear it patiently for a ſeaſon, and. 
God will give them in due time to ſee the truth as it is in 


Jeſus,” SN e 
„There will be a furious party, which will, if poſſible, 
lord it over the conſciences of their brethren; but there 


ne others more moderate and calm, unto whom we may 
de uſeful, though they cannot altogether think as we do. 


hey will hear us and receive profit: thus we may become 


ill things to all men, that we may fave ſome Mr. Tho- 


nas Taylor's Defence of Methodifm, publiſhed in 1792. 
EXTRACT XVIII. No creeds, confeſſions of 
ath, or articles of religion are farther to be regarded than 


T's 


lo man's doctrine farther than it is, in his judgment, proved 


ne judge for himſelf.” | . | | 
Have the following words been ſtrictly attended to even 
nce the death of Mr. Weſley? We ſhould be thankful, 
they were ſtrictly obſerved in future. 5 
% With the Methodiſts, Sir, it is a maxim to admit no 
erfon as a preacher, no not upon trial, of whoſe genuine | 
theWiety and good conduct they have not ſat i factory evidence; 
A of whoſe acquaintance with the truths of the goſpel, 
2 d ability to inſtruct a congregation, there is not, at leaſt, 
ron 
ßgeeived upon trial, he is not continued, unleſs it manifelthy 
car ppear that there are fruits of his labours, and that loſt 


* 


ance of compulſtion! It ſtrongly indicates if ſuch had 


a- © It may ſeem unreaſonable, that any worm of the 
TS Harth ſhould deſire to have dominion over your faith, 
ne nd to lord it over your conſciences; and it is {till more 
all Wirovoking when inſult is joined with tyranny ; when 


hey can be proved by the ſcriptures, the only rule and 
he ſufficient rule of both faith and practice! And with 
egard to this, every individual muſt examine and judge 
br himſelf; calling no man, let his abilities or integrity be 
hat they may, mafter or father, on earth, and crediting 


om ſeripture : in his judgment, I fay, for as every man 
duſt give an account of himſelf to God, ſo muſt every 


mat is thought /rfficzent proof. And after a perton is 
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ſinners are bxought to God by his miniſtry. Add to this, 
that a perſon muſt be, at leaſt, four years upon trial, be- 
fore he is received into full connexion ; and at the end of 
- that time he is not admitted, unleſs it be manifeſt, 1, 
That he has given every proof of ſolid piety, and has 
adorned the goſpel during thoſe four years: 2dly, That 
he has ability for the work in which he is engaged; and 
gdly, That his labours have been attended with the divine 
bleſſing. And even when he is admitted, he is not admit- 
ted for life; but if at any time afterwards, during the 
courſe of his miniſtry, any thing of importance can be 
B againſt him, as to want of prey, ability, or fruit, 
e is ſtill rejected, and another more fit for the important 
office is put into his place.. Mr. Benſon's Anſwer to Dr, 
Tatham, written in 8 179g. . 
EXTRACT XIX. The empire of conſcience is 
ſacred to the Judge of all the earth; and therefore it is of 
ſerious conſequence for any man, either to give up his con- 
ſcience to another, or to ſuffer another to give up his con- 
ſcience to him.— A firm adherence to the principles of 
unlimited religious liberty, is perfectly conſiſtent with a 
ſteady attachment to the king.“ | | 
„All mankind are perfectly and entirely in mind and 
degree, on equality with each other, in UNLIMITED, 
_ UNCONTROLED LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE: 
That is, an abſolute indefeaſible right to think and deter- 
mine for themſelves in every thing purely religious, —If 
a number of people, or an individual, {imply wiſh to think 
of God as well as they can, and to worſhip him in their 
_ own way, can any man interfere by coercive meaſures, 
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without exalting himſelf in the temple of God, and uſur- wy 
ping the dominion of conſcience, which is the facred pre- 1 
rogative of the Moſt High? It is in vain to urge, that Ex“ 
force may be of uſe to reclaim ignorant, refractory people: ts 
perſecution may make hypocrites; but it never did, it "Pe 
never will make rational converts to pure and undefiled re -· 3 L 
ligion. The utmoſt length that mortal beings have a right 04 I. 
t go, in ſtriving to make others think and act as they dof © ®? 
on religious ſubjects, is to reaſon with, and perſuade them, "4a ” 
by affe&ionate Wor s and ſound arguments, While a man ; Cal: 
approves himſelf a good citizen, have either popes or b1jhofs 6 
—councils or convacations—parkaments or kings, the leaſt oe. 
authority from God, to intercept him in the exerciſe of his 0 ith 
religion ?—Genuine religion does not need the aſſiſtance bond: 


of human power, nor human policy, either to ſupport its 


þ 
23 


being, or to further its propagation. Nay, 
S Wis fo far from {ſtanding in need of ſuch helps, that all the 


re religion 


e xertions of human authority, enforced by all the terrors 
of Hof an inquiſition or a biſhops' court, do irreparable mil- 
ls, chief to genuine piety, ſo far as they are ſuffered to inter- 
. | | 
a W Rcadthe 13th page, and particularly mark theſe words 
10 , In what an awful Rate then are periecutors ! Any who 
ns thruſt themſelves between a rational immortal {pirit, and the 
bod to whom alone it is accountable ! Yet where is the 
he nation that has always been free from this horrid crime ? 
be Pagans, Jews, Mahometans, Papiſts, and Proteſtants, have 
" perſecuted, as they roſe or ſunk in worldly power ; all 


owing either to the unnatural connexion of temporal in- 
tereſt or with peculiar modes of religion : or to the pride 
md ignorance of mankind.— Leave the human mind free 
1 exerciſe, as it ſees good, the right of private judgment 
rin matters of faith and worſhip; for HEREIN ALL 
W. YMANKIND ARE PERFECTLY EQUAL : and all 

who object to this, are perſecutors in principle, whatever 
of be heir duct.“ | | | 

may be their conduct. | 
"I © MEN HAVE ALL AN EQUAL AND AB- 
SOLUTE RIGHT TO IMPARTIAL. JUSTICE. 
No man has a -right fram God to injure another in his 
erfon, property, or character. Our Saviour's words are 
clear to be underſtood. —* All things whatſoever ye would 
eat men ſhould do to you do ye even fo to them: for 
ii is the law and the prophets,” and from this law there 
no appeal; the obligations to juſtice are univerſal, and 
wariably binding. Upon this principle the whole ſcience 


LY it juriſprudence is founded. This is an unaleinable right 
jt f man from man. Mr. Bradburn's Sermon on Equality, 
0 preached on the Faſt-day, in February, 1794. 


EXTRACT XX. It is truth and truth alone, 
at I ſeek, and truth will never laſtingly ſuffer by diſcul- 
lon ; although, it may be injured, for a time, by falling 
nto the hands of inſufficient defenders. But in that caſe, 
* od will not fail to raiſe up others, who will be found 
wore adequate to the important taſk, So that in the end, 
us cauſe thall aſſuredly conquer: for, truth is great, 
ad will prevail.” — Mr, e Anſwer to the Rev. . | 


,oþs 4 

eaſt 1 . | 5 | 

* his Without detaining the reader now with any remark upon 
nce Nele intereſting Extracts, we ſhall immediately ſhew in the 


cond place, that a conſiderable number of perſons, very 


© 


— 


capable of judging, ſuggeſts, that ſomething is wanting, to 
-unite the different parts of our community, in one general 
plan of deliberation, for the good of the whole. 

The ſubject of the Sacrament was what chiefly occaſion- 
ed the publications which have been circulated through 
our connexion. But they produced other ſentiments, which 
under the bleſſing of God, are eminently calculated to be 
of infinite ſervice to our eauſe. The following Extracts, 
lufficiently prove, that the writers thought ſome plan 
is {till wanting to make us more happy among ourſelves, 
and more uſeful to the nations. 

EXTRACT I. If the freedom of our ſpirituality 
and the privileges thereof be monopolized by the hundred, 
then the others, (who are about two thirds of the Whole, 
will be in a ſtate of vaſſalage, and a ſmall minority will 
govern the majority. There will be a hundred majlers, 
and each of thoſe, upon a fair diviſion, will have a couple 
of ſervants, while there will be a few to ſpare. What 
would the Head of the Church fay to theſe things? See 
what he has faid, Matt. xxii. 25, 28. Mark. x. 42, 45. 
And the apoſtles, and triumphant army of martyrs, no 
in glory, could we confult them, would ſpeak the fam 
language. Should the hundred ſtubbornly inſiſt upon the 
excluſive right to determine this or any other importan 
queſtion, | or the whole body of preachers, without the 
concurrence of the people] it would then be the intereſt 
and duty of the other preachers, together with thole ol 
the hundred who are friends to the rights of the people 
at large, to enter into ſtrong reſolutions, and to follow uf 
thole reſolutions by meatures equally ſtrong. | Ought 
not the people to follow this excellent advice, to obtal 
their NE kan in every thing ? | And T'truſt, that diſdain 
ing to be influenced by ſelfiſh hopes or fears, or any othet 
ſeliſh conſideration, they would combine the intereſt o 
their brethren of the church at large; the preachers yel 
unborn, and the generations of the church yet to come 
and would do what truth, faithfulneſs and God himſel 
would demand them to do.” ; 
_ © Brethren, if there be convulfcons 


Z ion, you cannot employ your minds better than in ſearch 
ing out the cauſes thereof; and not only the cauſes viſibiqh,. 
and immediate, but thoſe which may be more remote oi 
more latent. May we all-know and remember our calling 
Let us bring every thing to the touchſtone of the law 2vY 
the teſtimony, If we live and walk-in the ſpirit, and ie 
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„5 25 | 
0B member that command of Chriſt, Call no man 3 
al upon earth ;* ſearch the ſcriptures, and conſtantly invoke 
the teachings of the Spirit of Truth and Wildom ; 
n- God will guide us into all truth, and give us a mouth 


gu and wifdom, which all our adverſaries will not be able to 


ch gainſay or reſiſt. And then we ſhall be ſo united to one 
be another, and ſo united to our Living Head, that no at- 
ts, tempts or ſchemes of men, nor any other thing, will be 
an able to ſeparate us from one another, or from the love of 
5 God which is in Chriſt Jeſus.“ Mr. Crowther's Pam- 
phlet publiſhed in November, 1794. DEE Es : 

'EXTRACT II. For the Lord's fake, and for the 
fake of his cauſe, let there be no ſchiſm in the body. Sure 


among us, as the real mother was againſt the dividing, of 
her living child in the days of Solomon. There is no eſen- 
tial difference among us now: in uneſſential matters, we 
muſt think and tet think : and allow the liberty to our bre- 
thren, which we ourfelves claim. Let us purſue in the 


ſervants of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſent to promote his 
kingdom and intereſt in the world. We have wy greatly 
honoured with his preſence and bleſſing in our labours. 
Let us never diſhonour him or his cauſe; but employ all our 


„Let the members of Chriſt's myſtical body, evidence, 
by all proper obedience, whote they are, and whom they 
kerve. Let the Conference be, what it ever has been, the 
centre of power, union, and action, to the methodiſtical 
body ; and -its laws have their full weight, without re- 
het of perſons. Let the preachers, leaders, truſtees, 
tewards, and members, | mark theſe words,] know, and 
keep their proper place: then there will be no ſchiim in 
We body. This being adopted, we ſhall more than ever 
roſper, and be as a- city at unity,” againſt which, neither 
he powers of carth nor hell ſhall prevail.” Me. Rhodes's 
” amplilet, dated Jan. 19795. | | 
n og EXTRACT III. Fermit me, brethren, farther to 
blerve, the Diſtrict Meeting mult, be ſupported equally 
rith the Conference, as the great bulwark and ſafeguard 
| many privileges; particularly the equality of the prea- 
aers in the connexion ; and that whoever dares by falle 
Winuatious aud ſuggeſtion* :o undermine theſe, or to aligig- 


every true Methodiſt will be as much againſt a diviſion 


beſt manner we can, the end of our calling: we are the 


abilities for him, in enforcing the reconciling word; ſeeking - 
to be filled with that charity which ſecketh not her own.“ 
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| ate ourtruſtees or people's aſſections from us their miniſ 
ters, who have begotten them in the Lord Jeſus, | 
an enemy to your body and its welfare; a violator of th 

public peace, and a betrayer of our happy conſtitution, a 
: framed laſt Mancheſter Conference, and confirmed : 
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Pritchard ) dated March 10th, 1798. | 

_ EXTRACT IV. When Mr. Weſley was take 
from us, every member ſtood in a different capacity tha 
that in which he ſtood before. Our church ought t. 
have been organized, and a regular chain of communicatio 
formed from the Conference to every individual membe 
* Partial amendments have been introduced by every ſuc 
-*-ceedmg Conference; but a general plan is ſtill wanting 
yours might at leaſt be an improvement. Certain it is, t 
- "nearer our * ee ee to the primitive church, t 
leſs labour ſhall we have in future; as we ſhall be ſpare 
the trouble of ripping our paltry patch work, and ſha 
be riſing proportionably towards evangelical completio 
The more God is taken into our account, the leſs liab 

- | we ſhall be to err. Vulgar prejudices and worldly 
. dence have ever been injurious to the religion of fel 
Chriſt. No man has a right to force the conſcience « 
another. The economy of God, as our moral and gracioi 
Law. giver, does not enjoin my conſcience to pay venal ſu 
miſſion to the will of any creature. It is a duty thereſo 
Which I owe to him, neither to ſuffer any thing to 
' forced on my conſcience, nor to permit it to be debarre 
of any thing, which it apprehends | 20 the light of revel 
tion and the analogy of faith, to be advantageous to tl 
welfare of my foul. 1 believe there is no real groun 
for ſuppoſing a diviſion. of the preachers will take plac 
An accomodation, without a ſcriptural principle may 
a preventative of evil, but not a radical remedy. The bo 
30 reſort to principle.“ Letter publiſhed in Mr Longom th 

ridge's Rv, 99955 F 

_ EXTRACT V. I am very certain there is no ne 
to divide, nor to deſert entirely the ground on which Rome 
have long ſtood; for we never ſtood on ſandy decrees ¶Nuents 
Human invention, which oppole the word of God; om ev 
the ground on which we have long ſtood, is faith in Chriſom :e 
Be is the rock of our ſalvation, who has redeemed us en qu 
God by his own blood; neither is there ſalvation in- 
other. Acts iv. 12. His word is our rule, and not 
godly decrees, which oppoſe it: to the law and to | 


- 


| 
| 1 
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ttimony, if they ſpeak not according to this word, it is 


tot add to the word, nor diminiſh from it, for fear of 


s, I¶Mcurring that dreadful puniſhment which God hath de- 
f thWounced on them that ſhall preſume to diſobey. Rev. 
n, a il. 5 8. | Py | | 
d © Your principles which you have laid down as a foun- 
Myhtion, on which to proceed for a reconciliation, are a mixt 


ecley ; all thoſe decrees muſt be aboliſhed which oppole 
e word of God. Such decrees as reſpect the Lord's 
Supper. Luke xxii. 19. Baptiſm, Matt. xxvili. 19. 
Wiceple-houſe hours. 2 Tim. iv. 2. &c, &c. If nine 
ut of ten of your decrees were committed to the flames, 
nd two of Solomon's introduced inftheir place, it would 
ortribute much to the peace of the ſocieties. Let us 
tinghear the concluſion of the whole matter: Fear God and 
icep his commandments, for this is the whole duty 
f man, For God will bring every work into judgment, 
mh every ſecret thing, whether it be good or whether it 
ev. Ecclel. xn. 3. | | 1's 

© I hope you will not introduce the thumb-ſcrew into 
Lngland, as a penalty to puniſh the delinquent for obey- 
ng the command of Jeſus Chriſt! 1!” . _ 

] beſeech you to aboliſh your ungodly decrees, and 


ce M not publiſh your ſerious conſiderations, neither in the 
acioſſheerly minutes, nor in the large minute-book : it may fix 
1 fuſÞciigrace upon the Methodiſts that are yet unborn.” 


«To the Methodiſt preachers in general, the hundred 
particular : My doarh ve: 
be bound neck and heels by the traditions of men, 
wich make the commandment of God of none effect. 
Matt. xv. 6. Mark vii. J. — Mr, Murlin's Letter, Ad- 
reffſed to Mefſ. Mather, Thompſon, and Benſon, publifhed 


XTRACT VI. A great deal of evil has been done 
the hajty, unſcriptural pieces, which were publiſhed 


That appeared in riewſpapers, in circular letters, and in 


Rome, or from a biſop- court in England, but the ſen- 
ents are ſo illiberal, that they ought to be expunged 
TOM every record of your connexion ; and, if poſſible, 
tom the memory of all that have heard them, They have 
en quoted by your N to countenance their 


- 


ecauſe there is no light in them: Iſa. viii. 20. We mult 


rethren, do not ſaffer yourſelves | 


om the Mancheſter, London, and Leeds Conferences. 


our minutes, might have been expected from the conclaue 


„ 28 

ſchemes, and to bind you up to what was publiſhed by the Ja 
influence of a few individuals, in an unguarded hour, WM?) 

Do all you can to get thoſe decrees revoked, and to pre-. 

vent any thing of this nature in the future. Martix ¶ the 

Luther's Letter, dated January, 1795. PE 
"EXTRACT VII. * The nation being divided into ſtef 

Axteen or ſeventeen Diſtricls, in general not too large or 

too ſmall, and the preachers in each (except thole who 

have newly begun to travel) having an equal right to 

give their judgment and vote upon every diſpute or parti- 

5 cular occurrence, in their reſpective Diſtrifts between the 
Conferences, conſtitutes a branch of church government 
not eaſy to be excelled. From it all the advantages of the 
freeſt and fulleſt deliberation are ſecured : admitting at the 
ame time of an executive which is popular and effeCtua] AH 
and not clogged with very many difficulties. I wiſh thꝗ ng 
excellence of the Diftri Meetings may be fully underſtood 
if they could be improved, 1 mould rejoice, but ſhoulc falle 
any thing be done that would deſtroy; ſhackle, or caulc But 
any undue influence in them and over them, it would be ¶ *tac 

T juſt cauſe of lamentation and mourning, and woe,” — Mr wor! 
Crowther's ſecond Pamphlet, publifhed in Fanuary, 1793 

_ EXTRACT VIII. To write and {peak freely is ou 

duty: it requires no apology, but deſerves praiſe. *TRUTHIS 

MAKES A DISCOURSE OFFENCIVE,' is an oldobſervation Ml wou 
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| but he who regardleſs of his intereſt, voluntarily incur wer, 

ö the odium wh ch ariſes from dol: g his duty, is not culpa caſio) 

ö ble. We ought to obey God rather than man.“ And whet after | 

{ a point of Chriſtian liberty was in danger by the judaizing *nce 

1 and temporizing brethren. *' Gal. ii. 5. St. Paul withſtoo but o 

. Peter the great apoſtle to the face. To ſtifle uſeful truth] © 
E by intimidation, is an attempt as weak as it is wickeq; upon 

| Fire, ſword, baniſhment, and proſecution ſtrained to pe koo / 

. ſecution, have been tried in attacking the civil and relig Felt ge 

i ous liberties of mankind, but have ultimately promote But 1 

ö the cauſe which they were intended to annihilate.” we me 
| The efforts of thoſe men that have ſtood firm for ou truth 

liberties, have originated in no fordid motive. They, Ian fþ 

perſuaded, fought no gain but your friendſhip and union. hiſt ch 

hey knew beforehand that it was impoſſible to awake yo implic 

from unzaanly flumbers, and rouſe you to a ſenſe of yo er 

| danger, but by touching at the foibles and public mancFParties 

. vres of ſome, who in other reſpects are good and uſeful me fl IM 
| thereby incurring their diſpleaſure. owever, ſhould wit: © 


| | fall into the fame errors with the Parliament in the days 
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29 
James the ſecond, it will be with our eyes open :** Who 
by an uprecedented ſervility, helped to confirm him in the 
extravagant idea he had entertained of abſolute power, and 
the dottrine- of unconditional ſubmiſſion ;' to which the 


appointment of RULING ELDERS will be the firſt. 


ſtep.” | PIE bak £4 | ; +74) * , 

So ſtrange is the propenſity to uſurpation in man; 
ſo dangerous is it to tempt any man with the inveſtiture of 
power in religious ſociety ; ſo difficult to watch the watch- 


ers, to reſtrain the reſtrainers from over-reaching ; that, 


whether the government has been committed. to one, or a 


few, the parties truſted have generally proved traitors. ; 
and deputed power has almoſt perpetually been ſeized upon 
as property. Power is ſeldom unfruitful in expedients. 
AHAB a ruling elder in Iſrael! formed a method of rend- 
ing away NABOTH's property (without his conſent) un- 


der colour of the law, to which he had conſented. He was 


falſely impeached, and forfeited his life and inheritance.—- 
But God in a fingular manner puniſhed AH AB for this 
attack on the natural rights of his people, to evince to the 


world, how dear they are in his eyes. But, you may ſay, 


ſhould our ruling elders (or biſhops) attempt to break 
bounds ; ſhould- any of them caſt for independency, Which 
is likely enough; or in any cafe give wrong judgment, they 
would find themſelves hedged in by Conference. I an- 
ſwer, a few might be found bold enough upon ſuch an oc- 


caſion: but F am afraid, but few, leaſt they ſhould be ever 
after marked, as they are threatened to be, for black ſheep ; 


ſince ſome ſcruple not to laugh an honeſt principled man 


* 


out of countenance, by force of numbers. 


It is an old remark, made to a Frenchman, who exulted 
upon the fine writings of his countryman, * That there are but 
two ſubjefts in nature, worth a wife man's thoughts, namely, 
religion and government, and they durſt ſpeal of neither.“ 


But it is our peculiar happineſs to live in a country, Where 


we may * our minds with that freedom which becomes 
truth and” independency; and the fluttering of power in 


ny ſhape or hands whatſoever among ug, thould be the 


lat charge brought againſt goſpel miniſters. Credulity and 


impficit belief are eqally dangerous in all affairs; they 


have made the world flaves and they keep it ſo. Moſt 


parties have their Popes, and ſome have ſeveral; who like 


HIM AT ROME, never fail to make an ill uſe of the 
ith of their followers. IHIowever, I can fay with the ut- 
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as opportunity ſerved.“ 7 8 
IIVMr. Longridge (whoſe eſſay I would recommend to al tari]: 
both preachers and people) has fully pointed out ſeveralexſ per 


prove that Chriſtians are the Lord's free men. They ar 


"RABBI, i. e. are neither to acknowledge, or claim any a 


CHRIST; and all Chriſtians are brethren.” * Thi 


2 
* * 
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moſt ſincerity, that no man living deſires to pay a more af. W ro 
fectionate eſteem and reverence than myſelf, to thoſe men WM to 
who anſwer the end of their inſtitution, and whoſe lives MW na 
and manners adorn their profeſſion. I thank God I know] in! 


many ſuch; and perceive with pleaſure, a noble ſpirit of 


freedom and religion riſing up among us; which is flaming rer 
out far and wide; and will ipread wider ſtill, if it be not has 
ſtifled by thoſe whole place in ſociety calls them to give it ¶ anc 
aſſiſtance and protection: never forgetting, the more men] Al 
find the ule of their underſtanding the more loath they arc} tive 


to part with it; and that thoſe who are willing to part with us 


their underſtandings, muſt have very ſhallow ones. We mo 
have been accuſtomed of late to think and read for our be 


"ſelves ; and the more we know of CHURCH POWER, it.” 
the leſs we like it. The late attempts among us have cre cies 
ated a ſpirit of jealouſy.” 


+ The Popiſh prieſts have propogated their corrupt te agre 


nets in the dark; every invention of their's had its propei 2 C 
ſeaſon. The fire of purgatory was kindled at one time don 
indulgencies were hatched at another; tranſubſtantiatioi cerr 


ſtole in at a convenient hour; and all their doctrines of gain have 


and power, were broached at PROPER DISTANCESY « 


preſs commands in ſcripture, which in effect FORBID an- 
CONDEMN dioceſan government, in God's church, an 


to call no man upon earth MASTER, and not to be calle 


thority over others, in things of religion; becauſe ON 
ONLY is our law-giver and maſter, in theſe things, EVE 


- though the princes of the Gentiles exereiſe DOMINIOYW gs, 
over them, and they who are great, exerciſe authority upd rance 
them, IT SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU. J gates 
_ - Servitude, under the moſt exact and juſt adminiſtration, I cal ci 
a kind of priſon, in which the ond is cramped in its e each! 
forts, and finks into debaſement. 'To feel that you o preac 
Whatever you enjoy, to the gracious forbearance of a rulif lative 
elder, and to look up to him with all that deep and abje know 


humility which ſuch a ſervile dependance mult neceſla we m. 


'- impreſs, is ſuch a proſtitution of your body, has ſuch ateff exterr 


dency to deprave the human intellect, to rob you of UF provid 


juſt confidence and ſatisfaction in each other, which is tions a 


\ 
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root of all exalted ſentiment and vigorous enterpriſe, and 
to thruſt you down from that elevation, which God and 
nature intended. you, into a ſtate of low, ſtupid, and brutal 
mſeofibility.” .: .; __ | | 

«© Remember the vigorous ſtand you made laſt Confe- 
rence, againſt the {ſcheme formed at LITCHFIELD, which 
has gained ſtrength in conſequence of a coalition of parties, 
and to which the plan of ruling elders ſtrongly inclines.— 
Alſo, how many fince that time have defended the execu- 
tive government in the Diſtricts, in oppoſition to thoſe among 
us who are endeavouring to demoliſh it, and to frame one 
more conducive to their riſing greatneſs. Brethren, let us 
be plain and honeſt, for the times and circumſtances require 
it.“ Let us reſort to principle.” * Vulgar prejudi- 
cies and worldly policies, have ever been injurious to reli- 
gion.” The New Teſtament of 7eſus Chriſt ſhews how 
agreeable it is to the primitive church. Acts xv. 22. 
2 Cor. viii. 19—29.—That every determination ſhould be 
done by the judgment of the major part of the people con- 
cerned to preſerve us from evils which ariſe, if individuals 
have a power to determine, contrary to your judgment.“ 

5 NMI . Longridge has fully proved from the ſcripture, 
that the Chriſtian Church is a ſociety of brethren, volun- 
tarily united, and that all that is wanting among us is a pro- 
per MEAN for admitting deliberations with the people, 
without which, they in a great degree muſt be ruled with- 
out their conſent. Let lay delegates be added to the Dil- 
tricts; two out of every circuit, one choſen from the head 
ſociety, and one from the country. By this conjunction a 
dire& communicatibn, on avowed and manifeſt intercourſe 
would be opened. In caſes of neceſſity the people could 
be individually conſulted ; in all cafes virtually ſo, by their 
proper er le at Quarterly and Diſtrict Meet- 
ings, which would not be abuled by the inattention, igno- 
rance, or art of a few individuals. This addition of local dele- 
gates would render the Diſtricts better qualified to judge of lo- 
cal circumſtances than a ruling elder who lives at a diſtance ; 
each member of ſociety will have a voice; each travelling 
preacher have a ſhare in the executive as well as the legil- 
lative government ; and every man judge for himſelf, and 
know what. he has to truſt to. The Diſtricts thus formed, 
we may expect them adequate to deliberate. upon the mere 
externals of religion, and caſual differences, not exprelsly 
provided for by the Conference; and far les liable to fac- 
tions and {editions ; for where there is an equality, the Con- 


32 
ference is more diſintereſted, and the injunctions more cheer- 
fully obeyed. This muſt be the caſe where utility is the 
bond and not preferment. From this practical repreſenta- 
tion of the people, and orderly redreſs of all grievan- 
ces, and the removal of all fears and jealbuſies may be 
expefted as a neceſſary conſequence. This will form 
that cable of ſtrength which alone, under divine direction, 
will hold our ſhip amidſt the waves of this troubleſome 
world, and without the complicated crime of treaſon to our 
people, and injuſtice to poſterity, you cannot recede, nor 
reſign. —A Truftee's Letter, (alias Mr. Pritchard ) dated 


Aug. 175. 8 . 
EXTRACTIX. * Diſtricts are adequate to every thing 


that can poſlibly happen between the Conferences. If a 
| ſuitable number of delegates from the people were admitted 
into them, every thing that could not be adjuſted, might lie 
_ peaceably over to the next Conference. There cannot be 
any power wanting on the fide of the preachers, which they 
do not poſſes. Inſtead of deſtroying or weakening the 
authority of the Diſtrict Meetings, make them Teſpettable, 
by cauſing them to be a proper medium between us and 
our people. Only allow the different circuits to elect and 
| ſend delegates to our Diſtrict Meetings, and let every thing 
be e fairly and openly before them, then all parties 
Will be ſatisſied, and God will dwell among us.“ 
e The letter and pamphlet publiſhed by Mr. Longridge, 
is the language of the moſt ſenfible and pious of our friends, 
through the whole connexion. If Leaders“, Quarterly and 
_ Diſtrift Meetings, are conducted in an open, candid, and 
. honourable way, we ſhould ſoon be as a city at unity with 
itſelf; and all Who ſee us will take knowledge of us, that 
ORE BEE WHIT DT OT IS 33467 
There are many weighty reaſons for the continuance 
and enlargement of Diſtrict Meetings. 1. They are emt- 
| 5 Fo be of the greateſt benefit to our con- 
nexion: eſpecially if they are put upon a larger ſcale. 2 
[Pray ſubje& belonging to Methodilm' can be fully exam. 
ned, and amply diſcuſſed in them. g. Many things can 
be examined on the ſpot, and fuch ſteps taken, as it wou 
He impoſſible to take, Pad e nd Diſtrict Meetings. 4. The 
bring the preachers acquainted with each other, and tens 
very much to promote brotherly love. © By attending the 
1 mt 5 fear of Bod, a bleſſed union takes place, Which in 
S $534 fot 44a + Li hA4 4+4J $3336.58 Fs & 128 . \ carey. 4 
FEtesſes with our days. 5. A number of ſubjects are con 


- ſidered in them, and prepared” for the Conference. b 


Many of our brethren are encour: ged to fpeak their min 
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freely in them, which prepares them for ſpeaking in the 
ublic Conference. This throws the buſinels into the 
hands of all—and makes all intereſted in it. 7. They are 


people, by their delegates may meet us ; and by which we 
and they may be properly united. 8. They are likely to 
ſave a good deal of expence to the Conference, if they be 
conducted in future on the moſt eligible terms. . It ap- 
pears to be the will of a great majority of the preachers in 
or full connexion, and thouſands of our leading brethren in 
ed the ſocieties] that they ſhould be continued.“ 


«© It appears amazingly ſtrange, that ſome men ſhould 


ng i ſeem unhappy, becauſe they have not the reins of govern- 
fa ment in their hands. And what makes this more affecting 
ed WW is, that ſeveral of thoſe men are almoſt worn out in their 
lie N work, and appear to be in a ſituation, in which they ſhould 
be ¶ rather prepare to live with Chriſt in heaven, than reign over 
ey his people on earth. To have ſeven, or any number of 
the biſhops, or popes, elected and {et up every year, would be 
le, MW a curious farce. They may ſhine to the ignorant and un- 
nd thinking in their ſtation, but all who are enlightened ſuffi- 
nd ciently to examine matters properly, would conſider them 
ing as a curie from the Lord, inſtead of a bleſſing.“ | 

es © We repeat it again, the Diſtricts are, or eaſily may be 


made every way adequate to the buſineſſes which are to be 


ge, tranſacted between the Conferences. We have no need of 
dg any other rulers but chairmen properly elected, to regulate 
and our matters. Appeals to one or more biſhops, would ama- 
and zingly clog the wheels of Methodiſm, and be attended with 
"tn inconceivable evils. Nothing can be faid too ſtrong to ex- 


all ecrate a plan of this nature. Every attempt to introduce 


it, ſhould be reſiſted, as our Lord reſi ſted the devil in the 
nc wilderneſs. All who are friends to our people, and friends 
ng to the intereſts of our cauſe at large, will zealoufly* oppole a 
meaſure of this nature, God grant, that our brethren who 
have this in their minds, may be delivered from the influ- 
ence of temptation, and not lay ſnares before us, leaſt they 
!hould be grieved, while we ſpurn them with indignation, 
May his grace ſo far operate on all our hearts, that we may 
continue brethren, and be ſubje& to Chritt in all things.“ 
A Pamphlet ſigned Paul and Silas, publifhed in Auguſt, 
1795, and given to the preachers aſſembled in Conference. 
EXTRACT X. Mr. Pawſon addreſſing the people, 
hys, e You have not only built our chapels, but you bear 
every burden of a temporal king. Why then ſhould you 


* 


particularly calculated to be a proper medium, in Which the 
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be excluded from having a proper ſhare in the government, 


or at leaſt in the regulation of the church of God. Can a 
few truſtees be your repreſentatives? Are your conſcien- 
cies to be wholly ſubject to their will? Do you not know, 


| that as to many of them, their judgment ſtands directly op- 


poſed to your's ?” 


WH 


Can even the preachers be your repreſentatives, fo as 


to decide abſolutely for you in things not enjoined of God ? 
They are your ſervants for Chriſt's jake, and I truſt a very 


great majority are willing to comply with your wiſhes, and 


to ſerve you in every thing which tends to the glory of 


God, and your ſoul's falvation. But others of them differ 


in judgment from you, therefore you muſt maintain your 
freedom, and aflert your right to every ordinance of God, 
and to every thing elſe which belongs to you in the church 


a... 


of God.]. | 


„ Your leaders being the moſt intimately acquainted 
with, you, are the moit ,proper to repreſent you, but even 


here a leader may differ in judgment as to the matter under 


conſideration from a majority, if not from the whole of the 
claſs. Therefore in the name of the Lord ſtand upon your 


guard, and let no man or number of men bring you into 


bondage.“ 5 e | . 

& Brethren, for God's ſake open your eyes in time, before 
it be for ever too late, andendeavour to ſee perſons and things 
as they really are. The truſtees wiſh to bind you in chains 

of their own making. But are not the preachers deſirous 
of keeping you in the chains with which you have been 
bound for many years ?] The preachers wiſh to leave you 
at liberty, as you have ever been, | pray what ſort of liberty 
have the Methodiſts enjoyed ſince the death of Mr. Wel- 
ley PI] to follow the openings of Divine Providence, and on 
all occaſions to take {uch meaſures, as ſhall appear to you 
to be moſt for the glory of God. Read the whole para- 
+ y At any rate brethren keep your liberty. | Let us get 


- 


it fir ft, and then follow this advice.] If you think it not 


fafe to truſt the Conference with your {ſpiritual privileges, 
then, in the name of the Lord, I intreat you to keep them in 
ygur own power, and infift upon it that whenever it ſhall 
1o happen, that any conſiderable number of your ſociety 
ſhall wiſh, either to have preaching m church hours, or the 

| A that your aſſiſtants ſhall 

call the truſtees, leaders, ſtewards, and local preachers in 
that circuit together, and theſe ſhall take the matter into 


. 
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ſerious confideration. And if it ſhall appear to a majority 
of them, that it would be moſt for the glory of God, either to 
have the one or the other, or both, then in God's name let it 
be ſo. Or if this method do not meet with your approba- 
tion, then let your whole ſociety aſſemble together, and 
conſider the matter as in the preſence of God; and if it ſhall 
be found agreeable to the majority that you'ſhould have the 
above privileges, | and any other you have not yet attained, ] 
let it be done accordingly. AND LET THIS CHRIS- 
TIAN AND BROTHERLY METHOD BE AL- 
WAYS TAKEN IN ORDER TO MAKE KNOWN 

YOUR MIND TO THE CONFERENCE.” 
“Remember O ye Methodiſts ! that the reign of po- 
pery is paſt and gone, let it never be reſtored to you under 
any ſhape or name. In the name of him who bought you 
with his blood, maintain the rights and liberties of your 


own conſciencies,” — Mr, Pauſon's Pampklet, dated Fan. 


20, 1795. 


_ EXTRACT XI. Brethren conſider, ſeriouſly conſider 


the alarming ſteps taken to baniſh for ever a large body of 
the moſt reſpectable preachers from the Methodiſt connex- 


ion, What muſt its conſequences be but its annihilation ? 
Shall we then fit ſtill and not contribute our mite towards 
its preſervation? GOD FORBID. Let us unite in one 
firm body, to fave from deſtruction the nobleſt plan in the 
univerſe. By enlarging its baſis, and by lengthening its 
cords, we ſhall ſtrengthen its ſtakes. | 
Me are fully reſolved to ſtrain every nerve in the up 
e 


port of the liberties of Methodiſm, and the unity of t 


preachers; and to uſe every mean to overturn the preju- 
wo of parties, that God may be glorified in the ſalvation of 
ouls.“ RE, | 

«© We think it behoves every member of the Methodiſt 
ſociety, eſpecially every truſtee, preacher, and leader, to ex- 
ert himſelf in the ſupport of their hberties, and to preſerve 
the unity of the preachers. Ts 

%% Afﬀemble yourſelves, come and draw near take counſel 
together ; fear not them who deviſe wicked devices, to deſtroy 
the poor with lying words. The liberal ak” liberal 
things, and by liberal things ſhall he jtand,” ie Addreſs 
of the Mancheſter and Salford Truſtees, publiſhed in March, 
3 j | 4 ac 
| FXTRACT XII. To give diſtinctneſs to our 
ideas in the arrangement of our plan, we would propoſe, 
it, That the kingdom be divided into Diſtricts, and. 


ary 
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That time and place as convenience dictates, be adjuſted li 


EE” 


from 


lan wi] 
the Diſtrict, for diſpatch of buſineſs. 8th. The partic! its m. 


aforeſaid jury, until their number is re 
That the duties of a jury thus empannelled, are' to heanſ*comm 
evidence, to aſk the witneſſes Ni bern if deemed necel{W) be 
ſary; and on the recapitulation of the evidence by one olffPermaz 
the judges (the preacher, who from his profeſſional habit], Vo. 


it may be preſumed, ought to be better quilified, and which,may b 

he ſuall do without the ſlighteſt comment made by him Dunal. 

to give their. irreverſible verdict, except as aforeſaid. ioth Nen, w 
That among a locge:y of Chrijlians, it would be a lible o * pre 

ble inf 


their holy profeſſiòn to quality for any of their department 
by the uſual mode of ſ wearing; let a ſhort, ſuitable, impreſſive 
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efliortation from the miniſter be ſubſtituted. 11th. That 

1 'withels” be at liberty not only to' anſwer the interroga- 
ions, Propoſed to him, but if he think it neceſſary, to the 
development of truth, and the more equitable deciſion of 


The; 
moi 
4 
m, | 
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habit © You may think that caſes may often happen, in which 

vhich may be highly proper, to admit of an appeal from this 
him bunal. That an unjuſt or injudicious award may be 


„ 


. * & "1 *# : . „ 
oth ren, we are aware is poffible. Such things will originate 
„le oom prejudice, miſzpprehenfion, inattention, and the incu- 
menteble infirmities of human nature. But this is the fate of all 
Eis 37% % eie 5 IRIS RT THT ATI 
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human aa, We by no means s attach imfallähility to | 
the ſuggeſted plan; but if, from the fear of thoſe things, fu. 
vou permit an appeal (in every caſe) to he made; to another in! 
tribunal, you ſanction a, precedent that may eventually 
annihilate Vour rights. Beſides from the reaſons already tate 
aſſigned, any other tribunfl will be liable to erroneous.and hav 
partial verdicts. Should a ſcale of tribunals be formed to ad 
accommodate. thoſe Wh may. feel. themſelves injured, its rev 
higheſt point muſt terminate, in the Conference; coale- Wig) 
quently the ſpirit of the object for which you T will cher 
evaporate, while the marimate latter: is retained. Alton ſand 
Truſtees Letter, publijhed an r 05 51 tion 
EXTRACT XII. Nr. Rhodes ſays, the aliece fene 
contention is for the bag. But they would be glad to know lam 
here the bag i is kept, as it has umfortunately happened for Let 
many of them, that they have been obliged to put their ¶ more 
hands too deep in their on bags to ſupport the cauſe, (con- ¶ line 
ſicering the treatment they have lately, met with); ſo that: if an cy 
there is any concealed bag, it is proper it ſhouldd be broughtYi* v* 
0 light. And from the violent and precipitate. meaſures of 
ſome of the preachers i in plunging: their brethren, in ſuits 9 of 
las, and even into Chancery, it is natural to ſuppoſe there too h 
muſt be a bag ſomewhere. . Andd it is no wonder that the 
counſel employed i in the London law ſuit, againſt the trul- 
tees, ſhould ſay, This, ts @ fineicauſe !' When, one of the 
preachers. declared that they had the pockets of Jexty. thau- 
Jand people to ſupport it. But probably when the, miquity 


of thoſe proceedings are fully known, it will not be 1ocah IA 
to get acceſs to the pockets of the people. as was imagined Whirs re 
but. recurrence muſt he had to the concealed bag. For wh becefs 
in their ſenſes will give money to ſupport meaſures whichſſ '* 1 


are calculated to deprivę perſons. of their legal rights, anc 
Promote contentions and dixi ions among the people, whd 
. famous for their piety. and love.“ A Pampli 


led: Primitive Method: 1% defended,” publiſhed by the Bri 


tol Truftees, in Judy, 1795. 
K Pa, 52 r here to obſerve, that as perſon hey thi 
who hold any office in the Methodiſt connexion are apid reaf 
pointed by the Preaghers, except the. 7 it is no wonde 
that thoſe who have ſuch a point to carry, ſhould. with ©: 
gut. them to flight? becauſe then they tt ink they might rulWever ar 
ahſolute and without controul. 1h Et rence, 
, 5528 We would once more appeal 1 = the Conference, whe inſt t. 
| ther or not, as men of Piety, and Chriſtians, they are 16 
called upon 70 ſupport theur own Tec and to eſtablil 


j 
1 


| 


ſuch 2CONSTITUTION, which no one ſhould violate 
in future with impunity.” — bid. eee 
EXTRACT XIV. We have been four years ſpec- 
ly WW ntors of the new regulations of the Conference, and ſoite 
nd have fimply imagined we Mould in turn be conſidered, and 
to admitted into ſome {hare in the direction of our afſairs; but 
its Wrcver were we farther from it. If we mention but our 
le- lights, we are anſwered * We will leave the connexion ra- 
„ul cher than ſuffer it;“ and are threatened with the ten thou- 
ton MW Ends of our money, the Conference will ſpend in oppoſi- 
on to us. Tt is certainly hopeleſs to apply to the 150 
rence for redrefs: as well may we petition the Britiſh Par- 
lamentfor an abolition of the {lave trade, or its own reform. 
Let us hot -vainly deceive ourſelves, and look in man for 
morethan'man, When power is once obtained, like ſin it 
blinds-the underſtanding ; tis to the poſſeſſor as the ap; te of 
an eye, and if ever wreſted from him (to uſe Mr. Wzs- 
12Y*s* expreflians on another occafton) it is arted with 
like drops of blood. Their condutt plainly flows, that they 
look upon the old laws that refpeAeathentblves as a yoke 
too heavy to be borne, but tRole that governed the people, 
ts rig et and Fuft, and good : a plain roof that that Ns 


rence : When men contend for liberty, they mean only 
er oro Tiberty, but when they exclaim agamſt tyranny, 
they mean only the CCC 
Wie are at length convinced the fituation of our af- 
kirs requires our immediate attention, and that our future 
veces s intimately connected With. our preferit exertions. 
In regard to the direction of temporal matters, we have 
come to this unanimous concluſion; we have this day elec- 
kd the ſtewards of the Nottingham chapel eflate, for the 
bciety, and for the circuit, to be accountable to us, and to 
only, for their different affairs, and the ſtewards pleds: 
hemfelves to refign their accounts to none but us, wheneve 
they think proper to reſign their office. We think ſeripture 
ad reaſon declare, that we are the ſole arbiters in the expendi- 
re of our on money, and yet we will be very glad to have 
heaffiſtant preacher preſent, and to vote at all dur meetings, 
ever any libe1 e be generally admitted by the Con- 
rence. © This plan we think will a form a proper balance, 
ainft that power in ſpiritual affairs, we fo willingly repos 
d the preachers ; and ve claim as our ultimate” privilege, 
de power of totally N our ſupport from them, 


tion reſpecting the world, is equally true of the Confe- 
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publiſhed by the 


ſociety and the laws are the rules, by which it is regulated an 


The Britiſh Conſtitution, like true religion, can ſuffer n 


- Who: ſhould be t executors of t! 
48 uprightly, they have nothing to fear from being watch 


40 | 
when we think we have reaſons for ſuch a procedure. We by-t 

think it a lamentable cafe, when miniſters can no longer be ſup 
ſat isfied with their true portion, the affections of their people, ¶ in 
but with Eli's ſons, would rather take h force, than accept 9 
the donations of a willing heart. The Lord has ordaincd, fere 

that the true preaching of the goſpel ſhall produce its own with 


ſupport, and happy is that miniſter, that ſtands, on thig the 


ground, who rejoices in the free-will offering of his flock I Alo: 


as a ſacrifice re AG HO and well pleafing-to.God.”— Letter coun 
Truftees, Sc. of Nottingham, dated Fuly 20% free 


e eie 
2 EXIRACT NIV. Let no injuſtice.he done to any extei 


deſcription of perſons. among us. Let the preachers aſſem. I xd b 
bled in Conference, the truſſees of our chapels, the leaderi Braz 
and ſtewards of our ſocieties, and all the people ſtand in 1992 
their proper places, and | particularly en wok] , Ba 
. have their due ſhare of. power and regard.“ 5 
Me invite all ourbrethren, preachers, flewaras, leader 
truſtees and gripate members, throughout Great Britain ani 
Ireland, to meet. and unite with us in one noble. and gred 
effort, to preſerve. the unity of a body, which has alread 
proved an infinite bleſſing to ſo many myriads of people 
if not divided and torn in pieces by diſſentions, may conti 


nue a bleſſing for centuries to come, and extend its falutaryſ. *« . 
influence, not only over the Britiſh dominions, whet her i has o. 
Europe, Aſia, Africa, or America, but over many otheſj nedy 
countries. — Meff, Mother, Thompſon, and Benſon's pri ve es 
ted Letter, dated May 13, 10... aadin 
M e XVI. Only tabftitute for Britiſh govemWurreee 
ment Methodiſt connexion, in the following extract, u peace 
you will find it worthy of your moſt ſerjous regard. ne 
And as to not meddling with politics, it requires lomF- '« 
yl to find out what thoſe Who uſe ſuch language meauffef per 
Politics is the ſcience of Government. And are you not. Confe 


concern yourſelves with the government you live unde 
and towards the ſupport of which you contribute; ſo large 
portion of your property? The ir 4s Empire is one (a! 


kept in order. But theſe rules may be corrupted, tranſgreſi 
br neglecked, if the members of the ſociety do not medal | 
that is, do not care whether they are obſerved or brokers ant 


1 « 


thing from. being known. And where the . magifſtratt 


e guardians and executors of the 1av 


— 


f 


by the people, who are the ſource of their power, and the 
ſuport of their dignity. It is only corruption that ſtands 
in need of bribery ; and it is impoſture alone that affetts 
myſtery. It is therefore ſo far from being wrong to inter- 
ſere in ſuch matters, or, as it is art fully called, to meddle 
with politics, that it is your duty as far as you can, fer 
Icke take of yourſelves, your poſterity, and your oppreſſed 

fellow" ſubjefts,. ta acynaint yourſelv es with. the:laws-of your. 
country, and the adminiſtration of them: and to exercue, as 
free citizens of the empire, your conflituttonal righis to 


petition vr remonſtrate, when the laws are infringed by the 


any extention of unconſtitutional power, or the people oppreſ- 
lem. fed by an arbitrary violation of their legal privileges.” Mr. 
ders Bradburn's Pamphlct on the Stave Trade, publiſhed in 
d in er ne b > ie 3 Dees iir Ri 
ds, | EXTRA ZE X VE. © Brethren it is UNION we 
Ie contendmogfor, and not DIVISION: an union on a 
deri volid and laſting foundation. —Thoſe who do not approve 
of our plan, are under no obligation to join us; and thoſe 
who join us are under no obligation to remain with us; 
therefore have they no right to attempt any alteration or 
breach of our laws, without the general confnt By ge: 
neral conſent the laws may be either altered or broken. 
„% But theſe rules have been frequently violated, which 


medy ſotefectual as the returning back taſthem again; this 
we eonceive would put an end to alb diſputes, and bye 


agreed 24p0R, would preſerve the Mothadiſtical body in 
— and unity to future generations. For mutual con- 

ne wilt always grow out of mutual ſecurity. “ 

«Refobven, That no injuſtice he. done to atry deſcription 
of perſons among us, but that the preachers aſſembled in 
Conference, the truſtees of our chapels, the leaders and 
on of our ſocieties,” have their due ſhare uf power 
md: reg unk Mie an ET CT So ny 
$63 Relolved; That in order to: give eſſect to the determi- 
nations of Conference, all the decrees ¶ mark theſe words} 


dd preachers, and nrade public to the pecple, that preach- 
rs and people may know what they have to depen 
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has occaftoned the evils complained of, and we fee no re: 


idding fuck uditional articles thier unto, as may be mutually 


elpecting themſelves only, ought to be ſtrictly obſerved by 


Ia) POR. . 
% Refotved, That no leader or ſteward he eee. 9 
my new leader or ſteward choſen, without the concur- 


1 42 
vx rence of a majority of | the. leaders, truſtees and ftewards, 
at a meeting called for that purpoſe,” ““ 
Neſolued, That it is highly neceſſary that a proper I pr 
I coriſtitution ſhould be formed, and an executive govern- ab. 
1 ment-eſtabliſhed, the particulars of which to be ſettled by ſh: 
4 ET the Conference, and the delegates of the: truſtees, for the Di 
1 approbation of the ſocieties at large. An Addreſs to the Y the 
1. Conference, 1795, from © upwards of foxty ; Delegates, and ren 
ome of them Reprejentatives from one to eight: Chapels, ren 
 fagned by Matt. Mayer, Preſedent, N. Pine, Secretary. | anc 
EXIRACT XVIII. That we attended at Man- all. 
cheſter; not with an intention to claim any power as truſtees, per 
hut ſolely as delegates. of the: brethren, who in this hour of Þ poſ 
danger ought to love ta meet each other, and with the ut: pre: 
; moſt calmneſs and tenderneſs compare their different views, and 
1 in order tõ promote peace and truth among our ſocieties.” of ti 
1 # f That no injuſtice ſhould be done to any deſcrip- - «+ 
„ tian af perſons amorig us, but let the preachers aſſembledi cir6 
1 in Conference; the truſtees of our chapels, the leaders andi lege 
ſtewards of our ſocieties; and all the people ſtand in their Rl. 
proper places, and have their due ſhare af power and re- ferer 
zerd.— We think presebers ſhould not attempt to change 
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That as the union of the body is of ſo much imp 


or 


1795 by the Pruftees that met in d diſterent Place fron the de 
Moe anentioned abet n Deen e Fes 15 "= ting 
"PBX TRACT XIX. I Nevertheleſs, if the majority i we the 
the truſtees,” or the majority of the ſtewards and leaders e there 
air welet y believe that ariy preacher appointed for theſf ple ce 
Hfeuir; is immoral; :erroneous in doctrines, | deficient i 
abilities: or that he has broken-any:of the rules above men of the; 
tioned they ſhall have authority to ſummon the {preach EX 
5 F the Diſtrict, and all the truſtees, ſtewards, and leade meetin, 
* the eircwit, to meet in their chapel:on a day and hof frincif 
8 lnteck ſuſheient time being given). The chairman FHexha 
55 Diſtrict ſhall be the preſident of the aſſembly; ang 1796. 
— ere prencher, truſtee, ſteward, and leader, ſhall have Ms 
| 8 9 - 8 
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43. 
ſingle vote, the chairman alſo. paſſeſſing the caſting voice. 
And if the majority of the Meeting judge, that the accuſed 
preacher is immoral, erroneous in doctrines, deficient? in 
n- abilities; or has broken any of the rules above mentioned, he 
by ſhall be conſidered as removed from the circuit : and the 
he Diſtrict Committee ſhall, as foon as poſſihle, appoint ano- 
the ther preacher for that: circuit, inſtead of the preacher; ſo 
'nd reme vid; aritl ſhall determine among themielves how the 
s,” ¶ removed preacher: ſhall be diſpoſed of till the Conference; 
. and ſhall have authority to ſuſpend the fatd preacher from 
an- all public: duties till the: Conference, if they judge pro- 
es, per. The Diſtrict Committee ſhall. alſo ſupply as well as 
- of poſſible the place of the removed preacher, till another 
ut: preacher be appointed. And the preacher thus appointed, 
as, and all other preachers, ſhall be ſubject to the above mode 
„of trial ia cen lnb nes tte 1 r 
rip--¶ No preacher ſhall be ſuſpended or removed from his 
pled circuit by any Diſtrict Committee, except he have privi- 
andi lege of the trial before mentioned. - The third and fifth 
heir Rules of Paciſi cation, publiſted by a Majority of the Con- 
Ire · ference, 1993 „A 

ange] It has been our general cuſtom, ¶ Is this ſtrictly true ? 
udg : If it be, is there any la to bind a preacher to do it? Is 


* 


ting] it not an act of grace, inſtead of being a duty enjoined by 


Ian exiſting law? ] never to appoint or remove a leader or 
ſteward, without firſt conſulting the leaders and ſtewards 


rule,” [ Of general cuſtom, not of revealed law, which 
would bind every preacher to ſuch an excellent meaſure. | 
—The fourth Article of Addenda; to the Rules of Pacifica- 
c gd by yon) 
EXTRACT. XX. Hitherto: ve have been, ſince 
the death of Mr. Weſley; the moſt perfect ariſtocracy ex- 
I ting perhaps upon earth. The people have had no power: 
ity o we the whole; in the fulleſt ſenile that can be conceived. If 
rs o chere be any change in faveur of religious liberty, the peo- 
theiſ ple certainly ſhould have ſome power.“ Letter from Dr. 
nt i Coke, lately publiſhed in Mr. Kilham's Candid Cx amination 
men} the London Methodiſtical Bull.“ n er SR 9E\) 

chen EXTRACT XXI. Atr a numerous and reſpectable 
caderfl meeting of the truflees, ſtewa rds, leaders, local preackers,”and 
 hou({fruncipal friends, in the Newcajile, Sunderland, Alnwich und 
nan W Circuita, held in, Nemcaſtle, on the 18th , Feb. 
5 an 179 Fa: 1 CFF ö 41! 22 
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of the ſociety ; and we are reſolved to walk by the fame 
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44 
ok Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, in the Char. , 
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLNY 5 
: H t. That the preſent is a ſuitable opportunity. Gs ha. 
tic the 2 — of the forementioned focieties . the 
following ſubjects, to the connexion at large. 
, gd. That. the proſperity of religion among the Metho- 
Glu Ab danger from the want of a fuller communication 


between the circuits and the Conference, and from aſliftants 


having a Power to act re their e Rei the 
yum of the ſocicties/?? | | 
That the following addres fully exprelics the fie 

timents of the meeting... 

% 4th. That it be printed, nad be ſent to the principal 
ſbeieties and preachers throughout the kingdom.“ 
And gth. That the-folowing brethren be: police a 
committee, for carrying theabove reſolutions into Ons . 

WILLIAM SMITH a 285 5 
_— GEORGE JEFFERSON, aebi. 6 
ROBERT FROST, = 
JOHN GRUN DELL, we. 


RALPII ANNETT, A, 
LUKE MATTISON . N Alnwick 
RoOkkRTH CAIRNS, Monkwrormouth. 

-. /ROBERT-HUETON::: 


MICH. 'LONGRIDGE,- — 


e "of ROBERT WHITFIELD, Hexham,” 


4163 AN ADDRESS, &. * 977 
„ DEAR BRETHRENj:> 6 
<'NOTWITHSTANDING we: 8 Anis addreſt 


contains à ſufficient explanation of its motives and ten- 


dency, yet unwilling that a ſingle ſentiment ſhould be miſ 
unuitrſtood, we intreat / you to oblerve;that the end propoſed 


10 2 RIC TER UNION of prrachers and people.. 


For this reaſon we have endeavoured plainly to point 
out the cireumſtances which muy divide us,” and the means of 
removing them. We have done this with ſome apprehen- 
fions, that our good may be evil ſpoken of; but the necelfity 


f the caſe, the importance of the objet, the purity of our mo- 


tives, the manifeſt facts which-mfluence 10, p with 
us s every" oppoſite conſideration. . | 
%% Wie fear, ſhould another Donſerence puls over, with- 
out a more perfect communication between the preachers 
and people, the diſeaſe wilt be paſt remedy. Should any in- 
fer that want of love to our preachers has made us take this 
ſtep, we declare, i in the molt ſolemn manner, we conceive 
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the direct contrary. Met, as we are conſcious diſputes may 
ariſe, we intreat you, brethren to remember, whatever you 
may ſee neceſlary to do in what affects the intereſts of reli- 
gion, you would avoid all bitterneſs and clamour, always re- 
membering, that the wiſdom which cometh from above is 


firſt pure, then peaceable; gentle, eaſy to be intreated; full 


of mercy and good fruits; that the wrath of man worketh 


not the righteouſneſs of God; that the ſervants of, the Loxd 
muſt not ſtriveg but be gentle unto all men; that nothing 
muſt be done through ſtrife, and vain glory? We aſſure 
you brethren, though in ſome parts of this addreſs we have 
e out the probable conſequences of a Want of 
: MOFC, EL 


ettive.; deliberation, between preachers and people: 
yet we hope you will do us the juſtice to believe, that it is 


our ſincere intention to labour to preſerve the unity of the 
ſpixit in the bond of p ea. 


- 


2 * = 1 ves * : A a 7 = 
Having thus explicitly avowed our motives, e US 


toſobſerve, that every year ſince the death of Mr. Wes LEY 


has convinced us of the neceſſity of attending to ſeveral 
ſuhjecks, which greatly affect the whole body; and we fear, 
une it be ſpeedily done, the confidence which ought to 


ſubſiſt between preachers and people will be deſtroyed. 


Many of our old and moſt. reſpectable friends have 
.hoped, from year to year, that the Con ſcrene would take 


ſome effectual ſteps; but, hitherto; theſe ſubjects do not 
ſeemto have exgited their attention. It is for theſe reaſons 
dear brethren, that we preſent you with our mature and 
undiſguiſed ſentiments, intreating you carefully to diſtinguiſh 


between the RULES. H our connexion andthe characters of 
the preachers. Xou will do us the greateſt.injuſtice if you 


do not make this diſtinction. The general character and de- 


figns of the Methodiſt Conference have been proved by a 


leries of labours; yet we ſee; or We think We ſee, a danger, 
and are called upon to give timely warning. We therefore 


wiſh -far;your attention, whilſt we attempt to prove, 1ſt. 


That according to the preſent exiſting rules of Conference 
(as far as we underſtand them) the Methodiſt preachers rule 
their people without conſulting them. 2d. That this is 
contrary, to reaſon, revelation, and the natural order of ſo- 
ciety. gd. That. this is one of the principal cauſes of the 
evils Which prevail among us. 4th. That it has already 
ſhaken the confidence which ought to ſubſiſt between 


5 
4 


preachers and people. gth. That the Conference only gan 


it to be one of the moſt genuine proofs that can be given of 


n ſuch an intert curd with. the ſocieties, as wilt recoricite 
tt ele, and remove every exiſting grievance.” - © 

The preſent tales of the "Conference imply that the 
people ſhould not be confulted. For in ſtancè; what rule 
requires an aſſiſtant, to conſult leaders and ſtewards in the 
appointment of new leaders and ſtewards, or in the recep- 
tion of members? Or the Quarterly Meetings in the ap- 

intment of local preachers ; recommendin 

| travel, or their excluſion; the making — receiving of 
collections; or in che diviſien of circuits 2 Whocan deny 

that we are a ſociety in which the 7 have no voice 9 In 

vu, they are not permitted to deliberate on the choice of 

| therr oon officers. formation of their own laws, or diſtribution 

of their own property? We have no alternative on _ of 
theſe ſubjedts, but RESISTANCE: 

& Were a ſyſtem of this nature fanctioned by: the re- 
vealed will of God, it would certainly be our duty' to ac- 
quielce in it; but it is utterly neonfiftert With revelation, 
Where do the ſacred oracles authorize one part of che hu- 
man race to treat the other as irrational beings, that is, to 
rule them without their conſent 3 unleſs either the weak. 
neſs of their underſtandings, or the wiekedneſs of ed 
ves have rendered them obnoxious to ſociety 29% 

© Fhele texts, Akts vi. 1—6. and xv. 22-—29. and xvi, 
2. 1 Tim. iii. 10, clearly Prove that the primitive Ohriſti⸗ 
ans were virtually conſulted in the choice of their {piritual 
guides, their apy: 9: Senn ard in their ep mat. 

ders. 99”. $$ 1 $7 
Though we have ak 4 The Methodiſt preachers rule 
| their people without conſulting them, we again remind you, 
roc ſpeak'thias of vr RULES. Marvyiof the-Preachers dv 
confult the people, they have too mich-wildom and grace 
| to do other wife; but weak and ignorant meg may avail 
BH themſelves ofthe rules formed by Gonference;' and ufethem 
4 to'the deftrution of the WARS and floſs theſe, de Were, 
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| to W prevent td N 

„ . it is e to 2 51 ut is 2 contrary 90 
the natural order of Jociety. We know but of two Prece- 
dents to countenance it; the one is, the papal althority 
theother, tyrannical evil governments, © Both theſe aſſume 


Co — power of dictating to their 'P le, and dire \ 2 
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ep-Y It is not neceſſary. to amplify our meaning. Is it not 


ion. any peqple, and it is the duty o every. Methodiſt to lacri- 


4 


nn into connexion, without the lanttion of;a Quarterly Meet- 


mat There are . preachers, recommended to, Conference, 


point, others, to #aiſe. money: to receive members, &c. mult 


with a Leader, or Quarterly N it not ſa- 
iy all parties, and remove every juſt cauſe of complaint ? 1 
low-few. of our preachers {recommended on the preſent NS 


lan); are men of ſuch diſlinguiſhed piety and eminent abi- 


6% AE” 7 


„ 


— 


—— 


13 of its To 1 read * 1 
ig 
— —— 99%” 


—U—ʒ' —ñ —— 


* 2 wal — FLA, 
— res, % 1 sf 4s 


rence? We heir the murmurs of the - people: tlie preachers 


ſtrive to act independetitly of them "Theſe are complaints 
of thoſe, who, both from good and dal wottves Yo not 
9 7491 74 q > 7487 . 
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Quarterly Meeting.” 


GREATLY SHAKEN THE CONFIDENCE OF fl: 
MANY, *we appeaP kö recent circumſtances to prove.” 0 
What gave rife to the London law-ſuit, the Notting: I to fo, 
ham Letter; d the meeting of Delegates at the laſt Confe- ner 


do not: They amotint to this . Conference will do their 
on Way ; they do'not wiſfi te conſult their people; they 


ſpeak ö penly!?b„ 0 BT OT Dafs Jo't i 
f any thing can he irfferred from the meeting in Man- 
cheſter; it ĩs this, that however they differed in other Ming, 
they were unanim ouſly of opinion, that ſomethitig ſhould 
be done on the part of Conference, to deliberate/tnore effec 
tually with Fre PEOp „))) UD 0 REST 6 200 

„The labours of the leading men in the Conference have 
ſufficiently proved their regard for the people, to- preveni 
any ſuſpicion of their deſigns; but there is no a majority 
in the Conference, who are far from being generally knowl Sy 
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we, 49 Se | 
to the connexion; and who never had ſuch an o portu- 
preachers, and therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs 


12 equal confidence; yet theſe, on the preſent plan, have a 
5 power to make and execute laws for a people to whom they 


n are utterly unknown, WITHOUT, or even AGAINST 
2 their conſent.” Een 
of «© This ſyſtem, we apprehend, not only creates jealou- 


3 ſies in the minds of the people, but renders the preachers 


| 3 that deſigns are formed againſt them, which may 
leflen their influence, prevent their promoting the general 
Ad | | P P g nes 
good, and expole them to the 1 of unreaſon- 
? able men. hen the two addreſſes from the people 
pie were read in the laſt . conference, one of its members 
remarked, ** However they differed in other things, they 


. both agreed in wiſhing to have as much power out of the 
2 hands of the preachers as poſſible.” If this be the language 


10 of the preachers, it is too evident they think there is an op- 
=: Ul poſition of intereſts. Now, if the people ſuſpect the Con- 


but YI ference want to act independently of them, it will naturally 
ta occafion a ſtruggle for power: and unleſs the preachers ma- 

e nifeſt a willingneſs to allow the people the privileges to 
OF YI which they have an indiſputable right, it is likely to become 
HE general, Should this take place through the connexion, 
Aan it not be entirel owing to the want of rules which may 
DY prevent it? We thetefore entreat you, dear brethren, as 


you regard the intereſts of religion amongſt us, that you 
.. would endeavour to convince the preachers, that they ought 
ng" YI to form ſuch rules, as will for ever put an end to ſeparate 
nte- intereſts, and deſtructive jealouſies,” 3 8 
hers © Should no efſectual intercourſe be opened between Cir- 
heir Ncuits and Diſtrict Meetings, or Conference; ſhould aſſiſ. 
they I unts continue to exerciſe a power independently of the peo- 
ple; ſhould the Conference refuſe to form rules to oblige aſ- 
ſiſtants to deliberate with the people, and to open an inter- 
courſe between the circuits and themſelves, on ſubſebts which 
effect the whole —an intercourſe which cannot be violated' 
7 the ignorance, art, or inattention of individuals; fiould. 

rs be deferred another year, we are very apprehenſive, that 


dyn hands, and act on principles which we deprecate.“ 
Me deprecate a diſtinction of intereſts between preach - 
ns mates mh yet, exiſting circumſtances threaten to in- 
wduce ſuch a diſtinction. This has led us to ſtep forward, 
d call upon all parties to vw our preſent ſituation, be- 


nity of proving the purity of their deſigns as the firſt 


In many places, the circuits will take the matter into their 
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Fore theſe grievances, which may now . be eaſily removed, 


de pait remedy. We intreat thoſe who watch over us, and 
thole of our brethren who have long manifeſted their love 
to the cauſe, to conſider the awful conſequences of conten- 
tion; we intreat them to labour after an union of counlels, 
leſt the ſmothered flame break out with irreſiſtible violence; 
we intreat the preachers to recollect, that the people want 
no means of eftefting their deſigns ; but ſo great, ſo general 
Has been their love of peace, ſo unwilling have they been to 
grieve the minds of their preachers, that, though the Con- 
ference is a perfett ariſtocracy, and according to the preſent 
exiſting laws, the people have no power at all ;* yet, hi- 
therto they have madeno oppoſition to ſuch an unſcriptural 
and irrational fyſtefa, But, ſhould it be continued, and 
the people {till be denied their juſt and natural rights, may 
they not eaſily form reſolutions with which the preachers 
muſt either comply, or leave that work which God has 
owned in ſuch a remarkable manner,” 


„If every gircuit were to determine, that the preachers 


fund, ticket money, yearly, and Kingswood collections, 


ſhall be kept in the hands of the town and circuit ſtewards; 
that no perſon ſhall lead a claſs, or enter a pulpit, till he 
have the approbation of the majority of the Leaders and 
Quarterly Meeting, that if any man be ſent as a travelling 

reacher to any circuit, without the conſent of ſuch a ma- 
jority, the 7 ſent out, and the preacher who has re- 
commended him, ſhall be publicly branded as enemies to 
the whole connexion, and eſpecially to the places where 
he is appointed to travel: ſhould the people once deter. 


mine to uſe this power, who can hinder them?” 
We readily allow the preachers ought to have a 


voice, and, when they can be preſent, preſide at all our. 
: deliberations ; and therefore ſhould any of them deter- 


mine to leave us, merely becauſe the people reſolved-to be 
conſulted, could they be ſatisfied by their own conſciences, 
the unprejudiced reaſon of good men, or the infallible word 
of God? _ 8 : 


But is there not an eaſy, ſimple remedy? Let the. 


preachers ſubſtitute Leaders' and Quarterly Meetings ( where 


| they always prefide.) for the WILL of an aſſiſtant let them 


ft! * . 


open a regular communication. between the circuits, Diſtrict 


Meetings, and Conference, and the danger is over ; but if 


. Jomething of this nature be nos done, in all human probability, 
| ITINER 


ANCY will be of Tings duration, Improper laws 
vill produce corrupt preachers, and corrupt preachers will 
deſtroy fouls. The fafeſt and moſt deſirable remedy belongs 
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only to Conference: They have already been addreifed, but Wl 
in no form that we know of, has this ſubject been noticed | | 3 
by them. This has induced us to lay our ſentiments before 1 


ve 
n- cke connexion at large; and we once more entreat you, dear 04 
ls, I brethren, to guard againſt the abuſe of them; for we again WAY 
©; WW allure you, it is UNION and PEACE we aim at, and not, 1 
nt I diviſion, We ſpeak in love, and ſincerely pray that all WY 
ral ¶ concerned may unite for the general good. Yet, we cannot, _ 
to in juſtice to ourſelves, omit ſaying, that it is our mature 10 
n- judgment, THAT IT OUR CONFERENCE, RETUSsR 8 
nt ro unITE THEIR PEOPLE WITH THEM, WHERE | 
hi- INTEREST AND DUTY REQUIRE, AND SHOULD DIS- Wi! 
ral NACREEABL EA CONSFQUENCES FOLLOW, THEY CAN Fil. 
nd oN LY BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE INATTENTION, ox 9 1 
ay OPPOSITION or THe PREACHERS.” 5 1 
ers * Having ſtated our ſentiments freely on theſe ſubjects, we 1 
has earneſtly requeſt you to examine them candidly ; and if they | N 
agree with your own, give them all the ſupport in your power. | 1 
r's In our reſpective circuits, at the next Quarterly Meet- MW . 
ns, ing, we propoſe to converſe freely on theſe ſubjects; and it 1 
Is; ¶ is our intention to do our utmoſt to engage our preachers, at il 
be IN their. proper Diſtrict Meeting, to aſſiſt, in helping to bring 1 
nd about ſuch a plan as will make preachers and people ONE | lj 
ne BODLEVERY ĩ oe ft: | 54.4 | 18 
na- © We alſo determine to lay our complaints before the WH 
re- © next Conference; beſeeching them, in the name of the Wi | 
to LORD JESUS, to come forward chearfally, and remove | WH) 


ere ¶ choſe grievances, and to grant us thoſe privileges which ate 
ter- Jour unalienable rights. We are reſolved to purſue every 
N criptural method, till this defirable end be accompliſhed; 
e a ſend hope to do it in the ſpirit of that GOSPEL, whoſe in 4. 
our {gracious and benevolent AUTHOR has taught all his fol- 1 
ter- Nowere, both by precept and example, to LOVE ONE 120 
be ANOTHER. Signed ß/ß/ hifi ng act! 
t ee NEWCASTEES 22 49 207 39. 26 
ord Nilliam Smith, a Samuel Auſtin, © 
John Grundell, 1 Cuthbert Robinſon, | © 
the Aobert Spoors, p Achern George Wilkinſon, 
here Mofeph Clark, CUTS» ohn Wallace, f 


\ 


hem MV illtam Tait, 1 uf Tho. Arrowſmith, , 
ict Jon Fordy, ann Robert Wilſon, 5 , 
E— , ̃]—˖ 
lity, Matt. Hindmarſh, -  Facob Athinſon, © 8. Werk 
aws William Steward, > Leaders, Robert Froft, {| te 9 
will Nn Dean, 422 Willdam Slater, } 
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vernment of a religious ſociety, are not only ſupported by 


of different trades of merchants—of the uncorrupted mem 
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ED | SUNDERLAND.- _ - - b 
Mich. Longridge, 1 Local Rob Hutton, Cir-1 . 
Rob. Cairns, Cir- | Preachers cuit-Steward, Land 1 

cuit-Steward, and Thomas Lipton, | 1 NE: 
James Hell, Leaders. Thomas Hudſon, 5 

7 SOUTH SHIELDS. - © in 
Geo. Foster, Local Preacher. Robert Fenwick, Leader. qu 
Ralph Annet : — 

a „ amuel Purvis : | 

Steward, , Urnen Jacob Cook, © | pho 
L. Mattiſon, ditto > uliam Cook, > et nic 


d 
Luke Hindmarſh, | ww George Ferguſon, FE 
Edward Standley, Leaders, Ral Fe Leaders. — 
LE HEXHAM. R. Whitfield, Leader. ſeſl 
Note, Many more reſpeQable friends would have gladly at f 
ſigned this addreſs, but it was thought proper to have only I No 
the ſignatures of the local preachers, leaders, and ſtewards, I ren. 
as the repreſentatives of the forementioned ſocieties.” "7 

«Pp, 9. The committee ſubmit to your conſideration, the ra 
propriety of adopting ſome reſolutions ſimilar to the follow- } Eve 
_—_ Het go: Si | | elde 


1 1ſt. That each circuit form a committee of coreſpon - chat 
dence.” | mea 


Tex Sites wn has lent Trom each circuit to wait on ||| ber « 
the preachers at the enſuing Diſtria Meeting, with an ad- byte 
dreſs from the firſt Quarter Day.” + 4: Mcoule 
gd. That delegates be ſent from each Diſtrict, to attend I derec 
the next London NE on this buſineſs,” “ the p. 

& Athl That a ſubſcription be entered into, in each cir- Our 


uit, to defray any expence that may ariſe,” 


WMe ſhall haſten to the Third part of our work, and ſhew, ¶ che g. 
that the privileges we are pleading for relative to the go- Al p: 


the ſentiments above adduced, but by the rules and cuſ- the f 
toms of the moſt enlightened civil ſocieties—the pureſt reli- ſlave t 
gious communities —and by the ſcriptures chemſelves. ore: 

The limits of our plan will not ſuffer us to give à large che ch 


account of the ſubjects we are about to name. Every per- thing 


foh acquainted with hiſtory, muſt obſerye, that the bell Ficnces 
civilized ſocieties, admit of a ſuitable communication be- Ius, as 
tween the government and the governed. Were we to 
begin as low as the meetings appointed for friendly. conver-fects m 
ſatlon, and gradually riſe through clubs that are deſigned to 
be helpful to the members that compoſe them—the meetings}ind ſe 
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bers of boroughs- meetings of cities and counties to ele 
members for the legiſlature of primary aſſembliesdepart- 
ments —aſſemblies of ſtates - congreſſes or conventions of 
republics—and well ordered limited monarchies, like our 
own, as eſtabliſhed in 1688, they all with one voice plead 
in favour of the plan we are contending for, They all re- 
quire mutual deliberation and communication, between thoſe 
that are in public offices, and the maſs of the people, who 
are the ſource of their power and influence. WEL 
. The beſt eſtabliſhed. national churches, have open commu- 
nication, between the miniſters and people. Paſling by all 
others for the preſent, let us only inſtance here the church of 
Scotland, 1. In every pariſh they have what they call the 


ſeſſion. The elders choſen by the people, meet the miniſters 


at ſtated times, and deliberate about the affairs of the church. 
Nothing of importance can be done without their concur- 
rence. Our Leaders“ Meetings reſemble the kirk ſeſſions. 
2. Their preſbyterics are compoſed of the miniſters. of ſeve- 
ral pariſhes, and ruling elders, delegated by the people. 
Every thing is tranſatted openly and freely in them. The 


elders have a proper ſhare in the management ofevery thing 


that is done in them. Our Quarterly Meetings, in a great 
meaſure are like them. g. In the ſynods, a ſuitable num+ 
ber of miniſters and elders, are elected and ſent by the preſ- 
byteries, to' manage the affairs of many pariſhes, What 
could not be ſettled in the preſbyteries, is heard and conſi- 
dered in the. ſynods : and either fixed to the ſatisfaction of 
the parties concerned, or referred to the general aſſembly. — 
Our Diftrit Meetings, when they are placed on a proper 
foundation, will bear a near reſemblance to them. 4. In 
the general aſſembly, ſele& miniſters, and ruling elders from 
all parts of the kingdom meet together, and their deciſions 
on every ſubjeR are final. If they refer any ſubje& back to 
the ſynods or preſbyteries, for further confideration, they 
have the ſole right finally to ſettle every thing that comes be- 
tore them, All theſe meetingsare open. The members of 


the church, and even ſtrangers may attend them, Every. 


thing is tranſacted openly be fore all. Our yearly Confe- 
tences when fixed on a larger ſcale, will be as honourable to 
us, as the general aſſembly is to the church of Scotland. 


Mr. Bradburn juſtly remarks, * It is impoſture alone that af- 


ects myſlery.” Popery, and all national churche s that bear 
a near reſemblance to Rome, have a great deal of myſtery 
and ſecreſy in all their tranſactions. The people are nqt 
allowed to go within the veil,” to ſee the tricks of Priel 


” 
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and mercenary men. How glorious the church of Scotland 
appears when compared with thoſe! And ſhall we contend 
For a reſemblance to Rome, or to thoſe well eſtabliſhed chur- 
ches, which in many things are like the church which was 
founded by the apoſtles, after the day of Pentecoſt? 
Ihe following things, are ſtrittly obſerved by moſt of the 
diſſenters, of every perſuaſion in theſe nations. 1. The 


le chooſe their own miniſters, and appoint them to watch 


over them in the Lord. 2. her alſo chooſe elders to help 
in the management of all their affairs. g. No members are 
received or excluded, but by the mutual concurrence, of mi- 
nifters, elders, and people. 4. No alteration can take place 
ain doctrine, diſcipline, &c. but by mutual conſent, 5. The 
miniſters have nothing to do with the collections. The el- 
ders receive and diſburſe them according to the order of the 
church. 6. Trial of accuſed members of elders—or miniſ- 
ters, is either in the meeting of the elders, where the miniſter 
preſides, or before the whole ſociety. 7. Their books are 
open: and every member of the community may be ſatisfied 
of the equity of their proceedings, by apply ing to an elder, 
8. They have neither myſteries nor ſecrets to ide from any 
part of their body. Moſt of their affairs are as well known 
to the outward hearers, as to any members of the ſociety.— 
And why ſhould not we, who Libs Sock ſo greatly owned 

and bleſſed of God, have our affairs as open as they have ? 
be following is A fhort fhetch of the primitive church, 
during the fr three centuries after Chriſt, extracted from 

a circular letter. 

&* x, All that embraced the goſpel and were converted to 


God, were 3 from their old communities. 2. They 
were received into the church by baptiſm. g. God raiſed 


up in moſt of the churches pious men, to miniſter in holy 
things. There were two orders of them, 1. Deacons, ap- 
pointed by the churches to receive the collections, take care 
of the poor, viſit the fick, provide things neceſſary for the ſa- 
crament, and help accafionally in adminiſtering it. And mol}, 
if not all of them, preached, when there was a neceſſity for it. 
28 Pre ſby ie rs, or biſhops. Theſe men were fully qualified for 
the eee e, and ſet apart to it—had a right to 
 .exerciſe themſelves in every office of the chureb. But 
_ - the: biſhops were the heads of the churches, and the 
preſby ters were under their direction. Both equal in regard 
o their quaſifications, and being dedicated to all the ſerv: 
ces of the church; only the biſhops were the ſuper inten- 
dants of the churches,. 4. Thefe men were choſen by tht 


6 
churches, and appointed to their different places, by the mu- 
tual conſent of miniſters and people : and this appointment 
was generally ſanctioned, by the preſbyters of neighbouring 
churches, 2 at their ordination. 5. In moſt churches 
there was one biſhop, and ſeveral preſbyters and deacons, to 
help forward the ſalvation ofthe people. 6. Churches were 
independent of cach other, They agreed in fundamentals, 
but in rites and ceremonies, and in doctrines not eſſential to 
ſalvation, they often differed, . Even members of the fame 
church were not always agreed in theſe. But this did not 
hinder their love to each other, The unity ef the church 
was n while they only differed in matters of this nature. 
7. Schiſm was conſidered by them as a very great fin; They 
defined it thus: Separating from their miniſters and bre- 
thren, without a juſt cauſe.“ It was ſchiſm to ſeparate on 
account of rites and ceremonies, or becauſe they could not all 
agree in doctrines, which did not concern their eternal wel- 
fare. A ſeparation was lawful in theſe three caſes. 1. 
When the biſhop turned apoſtate, on account of perſecu- 


. 


tion or from any other cauſe. 2. When he A here- 


tical doctrines: that is, contrary to what all the churches. 
agreed to be eſſential to ſalvation. g. When he was wicked 


in his life and converſation, If preſbyters or deacons gave 


ou to any of theſe evils, they were excominunicated, un- 
eſs they gave ſufficient evidence of a ſincere repentance. 
8, Very ſtrict diſcipline was eftabliſhed, and all the members 
of the church were very exaQ in their attendatice on the or- 
dinances. 9, The biſhop with the church; were very ſtrict in 
receiving members; and cenſure, reproof, fuſpenſion, and 
excommunication, were faithfully adminiftered, when they 


. were neceſſary. 10. No biſhop could be the head of two 
congregations; unleſs it happened, that in the ſuburbs of 


cities, the ordinances were appointed in chapels of eaſe, for 
thoſe that lived at a diſtance: but in that caſe, the whole 
church often met together on ſpecial occaſions. In the 
three firſt centuries, only the city of Alexandtia was in this 
Rate, 11. When different preſbyters met in ſy node with 
the deacons, the churches bad lay men choſen te attend, as 
their repreſentatives. This kept up a good underſtanding 
between them and their miniſters. 12. All the miniſters of 


the church were either ſupported by the labour of their . 
hands, or by the free donations of the people. 13. Though 


the different churches were independent of each other, yet 
they were cloſely united. Their miniſters often preached 
for each other. They counſelled in particular cafes with one 
another, In this Rate the primitive church flouriſhed abun- 
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implied in eber ?. By whom is that government ex- 


execution of the laws relative to the appoivtment o 


danthy, and, was 2 proverb of reproach and love. — See Lord 
King s valuable Lreatiſes on the ſubject.“ 5 


- .» ** Whoever, wiſhes to know the flate of the church from 


the days of Conſtantine, let him read Bower's Lives of the 
Popes; Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans ; Morheim's Eccleſi— 
aſlical, Hiſtory, &c, Ever ſince the church betame national 
her, lory deparicd.,””.... : . Lode Toe neee 
95 125 e following is, A Survey, fe New Teſtament 
<6 urch, extracted from a pamphlet publiſhed laſt year, by 
/ 6; hors arp als rom oo tomy 
All diſorder in the world has a departure from the di- 
vine will for its original. The preſent contentions among 
the Methodiſts, are certainly owing to this cauſe. Were it 


clearly under ſtood and fully attended to, all would be of one 


mind, one judgment, ſtriving for the hope of the goſpel,” 
HAn unfeigned deſire to ſtrengthen the bonds of peace, 
and increaſe the unity of the ſpirit, has given riſe to the fol- 
een, oe by moommegt for 
ic we inquire what ismeant by the church ? What is 


ecuted? W 


at is the nature of that power which is exer- 
ciſed in it? Theſe inquirzes wall lead to every thing that is 
important, a ee, New Teſtament Church. 
1. The ſcriptures ſpeak of the church univerſal ; which 
includes the whole myſtical body. of Chriſt, in all places, and 
at all periods. Heb. xii. 23. Col. i. 18. AQs xx. 28.“ 
„ 2. The word church ſometimes means the whole body 
of thoſe, Who make any profeſſion of a regard to the revealed 
willof God: whereof.ſome have the power, others only the 


— 
= 
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form of godlineſs. Heb, ii. 12. 1 Cor. xi. 12—28., Eph. 


it, 1021. Matt, xxv..4—2 and the xx. 16. and xxii, 11.” 


5 g. Sometimes the word-only denotes one particular 


ſocieiy of Chriſlians, profeſſedly devoted to God, according 


to the rules of the ſcriptures, uſually meeting for divine 


worſhip in one place. Or to ſpeak more exactly and fully, 


A company of people voluntarily united together, profeſ- 


ing themſelves influenced by the ſame principles —aiming at 


the ſame. end—walking by the ſame rule—and ſubje tt to the 
ſame authority. This may be called a particular viſible 
goſpel church, and to which the following obſervations 


prin- 
cipally refer. Gal. i. 22. Ads viii. 1. and xii. 1. = 1X. 
31. 1 Cor, xiv. 23—33, Rom, xvi. 5. Rev. i. 11 


9959 

The government of a church appears to it phy, a due 
| t ofþcers-- 
receptior—government—and exclulion of members—and 


the decent management of all its affairs to i; edification. , 


57 | 

* I know not how to expreſs myſelf more clearly than 
by obſerving, that the proofs of this ſeem included in confi> 
dering, by whom this government is executed? To deter- 
mine this point, it is neceſſary to conſider whether it is ex- 
ecuted by any particular part of the Chriſtian church, with- 
out the concurrence of the other; or is it done with the con- 
currence of the whole, as far as circumſtances will admit r 
To exemplify this, it may be obſerved, thoſe meant by the 
officers of the church, include its ſpiritual teachers, and thoſe 
who are intruſted with the temporal affairs. The former are 
promi ſcuouſly termed biſhops, elders, teachers, and miniſ- 
ters. Acts xx. 17. Tit. i. 5—6. 1 Pet. v. 1. The latter 
deacons. Acts vi. Do the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament 
imply, that either of theſe were _— to their office by 
the people, without the advice and {anftion of their teachers, 
or were they appointed by the- teachers, without the advice 


and ſanthon of the people, to whom they were known? Or | | 


were they appointed by the teachers, with the f̃equeſt and 
concurrence of the people. Attsxiv. 13. and vi. g—5. and 
xi, 22, 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit. i. 5. and i. 6. 1 Tim, iii. 2—8 
12. and iv. 14. 2 Cor. viii. 192g. | oy 
„The appointment of a man to the office of an elder, 
ſeems to have reſted with the apoſtles and miniſters.” Acts 
xiv. 23. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit. i. 5. 1 Tim. iv. 14.—Thoſe 
who were miniſters of Chriſt, teſtified their approbation of 
others as fit for the work of the miniſtry, by the lay ing on 
of hands. Yet it ſeems equally clear, that they muſt vs 
had the concurrence of the people in this. 1, Becauſe they 
had a voice in the election of deacons; and if they were 
conſulted when their temporal intereſt was conterned, much' 
more ought they in their eternal. 2. "Their: teachers were 
to be men of good report. Nov, the-charaRters of thoſe 
that defired the office of a biſhop muſt be known, either by 
divine inſpiration, or in an ordinary way, If by divine 
inſpiration, the primitive church can form no pretedent for 
this day. If by ordinary means, the teſtimony of the bre- 
thren would be the ſtrongeſt ground for the preſbytery to 
determine on.—From all theſe conſiderations 1 infer, that 
though the judgment of miniſters appears to have had the 
greateſt weight in determining who were fit for the work, 
yet reaſon and ſcripture both lead us to believe, that te 
apoſtles themſelves, uſed every means in their power to have 
the judgment of the brethren relative to the characters of 
thoſe they received into the miniſtry; and that they would 
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not, on any conſideration, have ordained any one, who was 
Rot of goo 3 FCC 

„ 2. The deacons were appointed in the New Teſtament 
church, to take care of its ſecular affairs, that the biſhop or 
paſtor might be more at leiſure to attend to its ſpiritual con- 
cerns. Afts vi. 2, 3, 4. It is evident they were choſen 
by the multitude of diſciples, and. by them ſet before 
the apoſtles, that they might confirm their choice, by 
laying their hands on them. Acts vi. 5, 6. 

3. I do not recolle& any ſcripture which particularly 


decides on the perſons who. were to receive others into the 


communion of the Chriſtian church: but it ſeems moſt na- 
tural to conclude, that this would reſt in its executive part, 
with the paſtor of the church to which they applied; and 
that he would have recourſe: when neceffary, to the judg- 
ment of his brethren, appears from conſiderations nearly 
ſimilar to thoſe advanced before, on the ſubje& of miniſters. 
The accounts we have of the formation of the Chriſtian 


church at, and after the day of Pentecoſt, can hardly be 


deemed a precedent. If. baptiſm be conſidered as the badge 
of admiſhon into the church, as well as their profeſſion of 
Chriſt, it is evident our Lord ſent+his diſciples to baptize 
men, and that this is the peculiar office of a miniſter. This 
fubjet_may receive further light, by inquiring into thoſe 
ſcriptures which relate to the eæcluſeon of members. 

4. The New Teſtament particularizes ſeveral evils for 
which men were to be rejected from the Chriſtian church: 


but moſt of theſe imply that it was more immediately the 


att of. the church, than of its miniſters, to unite in ſepa- 
rating ſuch. offenders from their community. See Tit. Iii. 
10. 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. 1 Tim. i, 20: and vi. 3, 4; 5 · 
Rev. ii. 2. Heb. xii. 18, 16. 1 Cor. v. 11, 13. Cal. v. 
12. Rom. xvi. 17. 1 Theſſ. iv. 15. Matt. viii. 16, 17. 
1 Tim. u. 20. 1 Theſſ, v. 14. 2 Cor. ii. 7 

„The inference which appears to ariſe from the two laſt 
ſubje cis is, that the miniſters of the goſpel generally recei- 
ved any who made a profeſſion of Chriſt, with the concur- 


| cence of the brethren; and that they finally excluded from 
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their communion, ſuch. as the brethren proved to walk un- 


- worthy. of their profeſſion : 


5, The government; of | the members of che church, as 
far as it concerns the preſent queſtion, implies a due ſuper- 
intendence over its various members, to ſec that they walk 


as becomes their, profeſſion, in their ſeveral relations to God, 


their neighbour, and themſelves, This ſuperintendence, 
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59 | 
though particularly connected with the office of a miniſter, 
by no means belongs excluſively to him. That it belongs 
in ſome degree to all is evident, from the very nature of 
chriſtianity ; which is particularly intended to teach us, to 
care for the happineſs of others. The ſcriptures in the pre- 
ceding ſection, ſhew how far every brother is concerned 
to warn the unruly, and reject the diſorderly,” L? 

6. As there are ſeveral things circumſtantial, concern- 
ing the management of mere externals in religion, not ex- 
preſsly provided for by Jeſus Chriſt, it neceſſarily follows, 
that churches, have a power of preſcribing to themſelves 
ſuch peculiar methods, forms, and rules reſpecting theſe 
things, as they judge moſt agreeable to that rule, Let all 
things be done decently, and in order to edification. Theſe 
may relate to the time and place of worſhip—to the means 
of providing ſupport for a miniſter or other circumſtances 
of a ſimilar nature. That every determination of this na- 
ture ſhould be done by the major part concerned is evident, 
from the evils which would wif, if individuals, or the 
minority of the community, had a power to rule the ma- 
jority, contrary to their judgment. This would not only 
be contrary to the common ſenſe and uſage of mankind, but 
to every part of ſcripture, Which teaches us to ſubmit to 
each other in the fear of God, Eph. v. 21. To let no- 
thing be done through ſtrife. Phil. ii. g. And not to be 
wiſe in our own conceits. Rom. x11, 16% ““ 

“The following ſcriptures alſo ſerve to ſhew how con- 
ttary it is to the cuſtom of the New Teſtament church, 
Akts xv. 22, 29, 2 Cor. viii. 19— 23.“ + 277002 

„Will it not follow from this brief ſurvey, :| 1. That the 
Chriſtian church was a voluntary ſociety, united by princi- 
ples. of brotherly love. 2. That the power exerciſed in it, 
vas a power ariſing from the concurrence: of the general 
body. No power was aſſumed by one part of the commu- 
tity in oppoſition to the reſt: miniſters and people had no 
ſeparate intereſts. No attempts were made to lord it over 
God's heritage. | The power of its rulers was conferred on 
that part of the community for the good of the whole. 
The church was d faciety ef brethren, and admitted no u- 
heriority of individuals, but what aroſe from their utility to 
ie whole, The brethren were honoured for their:work's ſake. 
„This power did not interfere with the, eivil power. 
he miniſters of Chriſt: had nothing to do with puniſhing 
be. bodies, ſeizing the property, or impriſoning the perr 
ons of offenders: or to impoſe any thing on the conſci- 
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. ences of any of its members. The authority of ſuch ſocie- 
ties conſiſted only in brotherly admonition and reproof; or 
at moſt, ſeparation from the ſpecial 3 of church 
fellowſhip with themſelves. Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory ſhews, 
how the Chriſtian church has ſuffered by a departure from 
theſe principles. = 
This ſutvey of the New Teſtament church is chiefly 
taken from a book, entitled, A Compendium of Social 
Religion; or the Nature and Conſtitution of Chriſtian 
Churches. By Daniel Turner. Printed in 1758. Thoſe 
who wiſh to ſee an arrangement of the principal ſcriptures 
on that ſubject, would do well to conſult that work,” 
Having brought the fubje&t thus far, we ſhall ſubjoin the 
outlines of a conflitution lately publiſhed in a Pamphlet 
called the © Progrefs of Liberty, written by Mr, Kilham. 

It will naturally lead io every thing that is important in 
this matter. The point conſtantly kept in view in this 
work is ſo appoſite to the ſentiments eſtabliſhed in the pre- 
ceding pages, that we could not _— pleaſure 
of adding it to thoſe already adduced,  ' 

- Could the ſubſtance of that pamphlet be proved a falſhood, 
it muſt Rill be admmitted, that want of intercouſe through- 
out the Methodiſt connexion, naturally leads to the abuſes 
which are named. Our regard to truth obliges us to ſay, 
that though we cannot fully defend the manner in which 
ſome parts of the pamphlet are written, yet it contains the 

fulleſt amplification of the preceding principles, collected 
from fo many reſpeQable 3 and truſtees, of any 
thing we have yet ſeen on the ſubjett.—It alſo contains the 
ſtrongeſt illuſtration of the circumſtances which prove the 
neceſſity of ſome plan being adopte c. | 

The explanation of ſeveral exceptionable parts in the 
Progreſs, with the apology the author has + eee his 
anſwer to the London letter are conſidered by many as 
ſufficiently counterbalancing the paſſages which have been 

In abridging the out-lines, we have not only left out 
every exceptionable part, but we have united the ſpiritual 
and tempotal concerns of our connexion, which the author 
had divided. This has throw the whole into a lefs' com- 
paſs, and brought the different ſubjefts into a more compact 

| TT propoſing out- lines to be conſidered by the peo- 

ple, it was nedeſſary to be particular, and to illuſtrate by 
example. But in the work we have undertaken, our plan 
requires us to follow a different method, . 
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— I * is generally allowed, that a Chriſtian. ſociety, is a 
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voluntary aſſembly, of different perſons uniting to- 


gether, to help each other in the way to eternal life. AII 
our ſocieties were formed this way.“ RES 


When they were fir{t formed, Mr. wW elley undd the 


preachers, generally appointed ſuch leaders, as they ſup 
poſed would help forward the ſalvation of the different 


claſſes. Perhaps this has led ſeveral preachers to ſuppoſe, 


that we have an abſolute right to appoint truſtees; leaders, 


and ſtewards, without conſulting any perſon belonging to | 


the lociety.”? | | . 

We ſhould carefully diſtinguiſh between ſociety in its 
infancy, and ſociety conſiderably advanced toward maturi- 
ty. It may be right for us to appoint leaders to the new 
locieties which we form now, but in ten or twenty years, 
we ſhould act exceedingly againſt the intereſts of our con- 
nexion, were we to do this without conſulting any of the 
members of that ſociety. And we ſhould never forget that 


there is a vaſt difference between us and thoſe miniſters who f 


are ſtationed. for life, in the places where they preach, 
We change our circuits ſo frequently, that it is impoſſible 
for us to know our people ſo well as we ſhould do, were 


we longer with them. If we conſider, how little time W 


ſpend in our prindipal places, this will induce us to c- 


knowledge, that we are not ſufficient of ourſelves to chauge 
leaders and ſtewards.“ . 2 . h i % and wutfe 
As a ſpirit of jealouſy has entered, into the hearts of 
many of our leading men, ou different parts of our con- 
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FThgugh we as a body are poo 


duct, it would be our wiſdem and intereſt to remove it as 
far as poſhble, In. many places they have had juſt. cauſe to 
complain. Ir complaints have not exceeded the bounds 
of moderation. And the only way to remove their jealouly 
and ſilence their complaints, is to act in concert with our 
people in everything. In thoſe circuits where the preach- 


ers do this, the- people are happy and ſatisfied. They con- 


ſider themſelves highly favoured, and bleſs God for their 


: 8 But when otker preachers are appointed of a 


ifferent conduct, it exceedingly grieves them. They want 


_— thing to be fixed, to prevent any preacher from acting 


contrary to the intereſts of the ſocieties: as well as to make 
the preachers act in conſert with each other. It is pro- 
bable, we may meet their views without injuring ae 
in any thing. Let us only- fix our plan in ſuch a way, 
that every preacher ſhall be bound to maintain their intereſts 
as well as our own, and they will be perfectly ſatisfied. 
We cannot do this more to their ſatis faction, and our own 
advantage, than by ſeparating, as far as poſſible, the tempo- 


ral and ſpiritual concerns: of our ſocieties, and giving them 


a ſuitable place in all our affairs. With a view to fatisfy 
<< — 


nable perſon in our connexion, and to help for- 
Ward the ſalvation of the people, I ſhall humbly propoſe, 
What appears to me an equitable plan. And which muſt 
ſooner ox later be ed, if we would render ourſelves 
extenſively uſeful in the vineyard of Chriſt, 1 do not 
mean that this plan muſt be adopted exactly as it ſtands; 
but that ſomething of this nature muſt be appointed, other- 
wiſe there will be continual complaints, from almoſt every 

t of the connexion.” JJ 

We have been ſo many years in the habit of managing 
aur temporal matters alone, that any alteration of our plan 
on this Chand, may ſeem againſt our intereſts. But if we 


faffer ourielves to think on the many refle&ions which have 
been thrown. out againſt us on this head, we ſhall wiſh to 
remove the appearance of evil, from the ſight of our people. 


r when we compare ourſelves 


with Others, yet we may be corrupted by the collections 
have under our care, and not ute-them to the glory of 


Gad. They may at leaſt be an occafion öf evil to ſome, if 


they are 3 managed. What is it makes the 


miniſters of the church of Rome, and thoſe\of national 


churches! ſo lazy, and at the ſame time ſuch a reproach to 


religion in their conduct? And what would hinder us 


from being as they are, in our life and converſation, were 


the ſ⸗ 


fittes, 


pages 
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we fixed in their places, and enjoyed their livings? Per- 
haps the miniſters of łhe goſpel were as pious and laborious 
as we are, when Conſtantine turned Chriſtian: but when 
he richly endowed the magnificent churches which he 
built, and raiſed the clergy to dignity and honour, they 
were corrupted and became a curſe in the earth. If we 
were endowed with tiches, and raiſed'to hohourable lucra- 
tive places, which of us would be able to ſtand againſt the 
iufluence of corruption? In infinite mercy the Lord has 
kept us poor to the preſent, to prevent us from being idle, 
. becoming à curſe to the nations. We had better want 
a few hundred pounds at a Conference to ſupply our defi- 
ciences, than have one pound in hand.“ 1 

It is ſuppoſed, however, that our preſent neceſſities 
have ariſen from the want of economy. And that our col- 
lections, properly managed are ſuffieient to ſupply all 
our wants. This is the qpinion of many of our moſt ſen- 


ible friends. They frequently declare, if we will only 


ſuffer a fair ſtatement of our wants to be laid before them, 
they will help to the utmoſt of their power. But while 
we will not publiſh in detail the monies that are ex pended, 
they cannot con ſider us upright in our proceedings. This 
is not the opinion of a few, but the opinion of thouſands. 
And it is rapidly ſpreading among our people throughout 
the connexion, If we value our characters, We ought im- 
mediately to adopt ſuch meaſures, as may ſtay the plague, 
and give us the confidence of our. ſocieties. For if this is 
not ſpeedlily done, we ſhall have many things to encounter, 
of a very painful nature. There is nothing in Methodiln 
that we need to hide from our people, when our affairs 
are- properly managed. Only let us allow men appointed 
by them to help in our temporal matters, and all our wants 


will be fully and cheerfully ſupplied. They will prevent 


us from waſting that money, which in; part is collected 
from many that need it to ſupply. their own wants but at 
the ſame time they will rich adminiſter to our real necęſ- 
ties. A plan ſimilar to what is found in tlie following 
pages, would ſatisfy all parties, and anſwer every ꝓurpoſe 
we can have, as miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 


x - > * 5 
— 3 0 » 7 Tx" 5 W 7 = 
en „ 7 # . * , * 1 1 
>» — * * 3 — Ss & * . a — * 1 „ „ 4 W. . * * 


— n — — 
l 
ee 2 JP 


—— 


G 
7 


q 
Bp 
1 
1 
[ 
1 


Nr — 
9 N A 2 2 


——U Uä—ͤ — — res 


9 


explained by the church. And every Methodiſt preacher 
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7 ] "O hy a proper foundation, would it not be necef. 
1 (ary for the rules of our ſocieties and bands to 
be carefully examined; and in ſome parts either altered or 


explained, that they may give no offence to the unpre- 


zudiced ?- And as there is a number of minutes containing 


rules both for the people and ourſelves, in the yearly 


minutes of the Conference, would it not be right to collect 
#hole into a pamphlet, and determine, which of them are 
now Rbinding, and which of them have loſt their influence? 
As they lie buried at preſent, many of them are forgotten, 


«Which. are of great importance, and others continue as 


laws, which we can never ſuppoſe are binding upon us 
now. Would it not alfo be neceſſary to examine the large 
minutes of the Conference, and either determine to keep 
thoſe rules which are binding ſacred, or otherwiſe let them 
be expunged And let every thing that is indifferent be 


explained or laid aſide, that our people may not reproach 


.us for having rules which we never attend to. Would it 
not alſo be neceſſary to examine that clauſe in our deeds, 
which requires every preacher in his public'diſcourle to con- 
form to the doctrines contained in Mr. Weſley's notes on 
the New Teſtament, and his four volumes of ſermons ? Is 
there nothing in the notes or in the ſermons that militates 
' againſt the ſcriptures, which are the only ſufficient rule 


of our faith and praftice?* The Papiſts are required to 


receive the doctrines taught by the prieſts, without examin- 
ing them by the word of God. Every. member of the 
church of England, is to receive the ſcriptures, as they are 


is to mould his doctrines according to the notes and ſermons 

of Mr. Weſley. If the Conference were to collect all the 

rivate rules in the yearly minutes, and publiſh them to be 

_ eonfidered, along with the claſs and band rules; the larg: 
minutes, the notes on the New Teſtament, and the fou 

volumes of ſermons, defiritig the opinion of our peop 
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8 a 
upon them throughout the connexion, and then make dhe 
alterations which are conſidered to be neceſſary by the fo- 
cieties at large, it would be to the honour and advantage 
of our cauſe, It would lead our people to examine our 
doQriries (a thing which thouſands of them have never yet 
done) and to compare them with the ſcriptures of truth. 


The leaders could eaſily collect the ſenſe of the people 


upon every ſubject; and it could be regularly brought 
through Leaders', Quarterly, and Diſtrict Meetings to 
the Conference. I expect to be reproached for hinting ſat 
this; but am conſcious it would be abundantly better for 
our people to know the doctrines we hold, than for them 
to go forward in that ignorance which cannot be for their 
happineſs. And would it not be greatly to the honour of 
their character, to prove all things belonging to. Methodiſm, 
and only hold faſt that which is good for their faith and 


practice "as n 


Having made theſe preliminary remarks, let us come to 
the fabjet, and obſerve in the firſt place, that. Members 
ought to be received into, and excluded from the ſociety, 
by the conſent of dur people. In little ſocieties this may 
be done without the leaſt difficulty: and in large ſocietiesiby 


the leaders. In many places, different perſons have beer; in- 
troduced into ſdeiety by a preacher, or through the influence 


of ſome individual, which would not have been accepted 


nexion, were to be read over in the ſociety, a fortnight/befare 
the tickets were given, and the le deſired to examine 
carefully into their characters before chat tim; and ſhould 
uny thing be found in their condutt to prevent their ha- 
ving a place with us, our friends ſhould informs their leatier 
of it, that e might have time to bring it forward in the 
Leaders“ Meeting, previous to the tickets being giver; 
yould not this prevent improper perſons from having u 
place wieh wer 4 6. _ | 61. it 75 266117 
The ſame plan ought to be purſued in excluding mem- 
bers from the ſociety. How amiable our Lord's rule: is on 
this ſubſect! Thoſe who offend are to be told of their fault 
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alone, and every thing done that is required to feclaim their 


Wänderings. Then, N continue to act contra 
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RS 
to Gad, two or three are to be called in to aſſiſt, in ſtriving 


to prevent. the ruin of a brother, who has given way to ſin. 


If them coumnſel and admonitions have no effect, the church 
is to be informed, and the laſt ſtep taken that our Lord 


requires. Suppoſe the ſociety were to be informed a fortnight 
before the tickets were given, that ſuch a perſon is in the 


connexion, and has been dealt with according to the direc- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt : that he muſt be excluded at the 
renewing of the tickets, unleſs he be brought into a 


better mind: deſiring at the ſame time that they would 


bear him on their hearts before God, and uſe any means 
they can deviſe to bring him to repentance before 
the time elapſe which is appointed for his removal from us; 
would not this perfectly ſatisfy the minds of our people, 
and often,” under the bleſſing of God be a means of heal - 


ing thoſe who have backſlidden ? But if a preacher ex- 


clude members on his own account, or becauſe of the pre- 
judice of ſome individuals againſt the accuſed, he not only 


acts contrary to our Lord's rule, but expoſes a ſoul to death, 


and grieves the minds of many in the ſociety. The wiſ- 
dom from above that is neceſſary to direct in theſe caſes, is 
fieſt-pure, then peaceable, without partiality, and without 
hypoeriſy. There is ſomething in the heart of every 


Chriſtian that loves a generous conduct, in thoſe that minil- 


ter in holy things. When they behold any thing contrary 
to it, they: grieve and are wounded. We ought to be wiſe 
as: ferpents.and harmleſs. as dove.“ 

2. It is the privilege of the members of our ſociety to 
meet in thoſe clalles, which are; moſt agreeable to their own 
minds. And whena leader is wanting, the people have a 
right to chooſe the perſon that ſhall watch over their ſouls. 
If a preacher, or leaders meeting impoſe a perſon to lead 
any claſs without the conſent of the people their rights 
are invaded. When a preacher removes leaders without 


the conſent of the ſociety, and appoints others contrary. to 


their mind, it is a lording it over their conſciences: it is 
contrary to their intereſt and happineſs. Every preacher 
bas a right to name in the Leaders“ Meeting, the perſons 
that are unſuitable for different claſſes, and to propoſe 


 :athers more ſuitable. And with the concurrence of the 


leadert, to appoint a change for a ſeaſon, that the members 
-of the claſs may have time to approve or qgbje& to the 
change. Whete the preachers have purſued this plan, Py 

IK 


have generally gotten the men of their choice appoint 


without the leaſt oppoſition: and as they have been the 


9 | 

choice of the people as well as the preachers and leaders, 
all parties have been perfectly ſatisfied. But where a 
contrary method has been purſued, it has frequently been 
attended with many evils. If we could 2 a plan in 
large ſocieties, for the leaders to meet the claſſes as we ſup- 
ply our circuits, this would be attended with the happieſt 
conſequences. In many places it would be poſſible to 
introduce this method of leading claſſes. It would be 
exceedingly uſeful to the people, and be a means of quick- 
ening the minds of our claſs leaders. Let us only ſhew 
the advantages and neceſſity of it to our leaders and ſocieties, 
and we ſhall prevail on many to ſubmit cheerfully to it. 
If the Conference were to recommend it in ſtrong terms, it 
is probable, the greateſt 1 of our people would inſtantly 
comply with their requeſt,” _ _ | 

3. Our Leaders' Meetings ſhould be better at- 
tended than they are. If they were more taken up with 
matters of importance, for the welfare of our people and 
cqpgregations, page our leaders would ſee the neceſſity 
of attending. If every other meeting were wholly taken 
up about the ſpiritual concerns of our ſocieties, it might be 
attended with infinite good to thouſands, If an hour were 
ipent once in the fortnight, in enquiring who are fick be- 
longing to the different claſſes, and what is the ſtate. of their 
minds ?—how often they are viſited ?—what relief is given 
to the poor ?—what' is the cauſe. why different perſons are 
ſo many times ablent from their claſfes ?—what. can be 
done to make them meet better ?—who are ignorant and 
unawakened amongſt us ho are reſting in convictions 
and good deſires ?—who are walking at W and goin 
on to perfection? ho are growing cold and lukewarm : 
who are living in any thing contrary, to their profeſſion ? 
— what ſhall be done to the perſons above named, to h. 
forward their ſalvation ? which is the beſt method of 
leading a claſs ?-—what method do you ule ?—what ſubjects 
would be. beſt to preach. on in the preſent ſtate of our 
ſociety ?—what can the preachers do to be more uſeful ?— 
can we appoint a more excellent way of meeting the bands 
can We prevail on more of our people io meet in them 
&c. &c.—If theſe, and other ſubjects were ſeriouſſy con- 
ſidered, an hour might be ſpent, very profitably: once a 


u 


ieee 2s. Et, 
As ve wiſh the leaders to be the true repreſentatives of 
the people, and deſire to; act in union with them, let them 
in concert with the aſſiſtant preacher, chooſe ſociety: few - 
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3 
ards. When a preacher determines, the choice ſhall reſt 
with himſelf, and never conſults the leaders, but conſiders 
them as ſo many cyphers, it creates jealouſy and diſtruſt in 
them; which ſooner or later manifeſt itſelf. In general, if 
1 ated prudently with our people, we might have the 
very men appointed ſtewards that we wiſh for. And, let it 
be fixed, 'that nothing of conſiderable importance ſhall be 
bought into any houſe, or expended any other way, till it 
is properly conſidered in a Leaders Meeting. To prevent 
the ſhadow of an appearance of any thing being ſmuggled, 
when there are extraordinary demands, either for the houſe, 
or for any thing elſe, let a full meeting of the leaders be 
called, that the Rewards may act as their ſervants, and they 
as che reſentatives of their different claſſes. Let the 
8 what 1s received and diſburſed be read over once 
a quarter, in the Leaders“ Meeting, and let the ſtewards 
ſhew their books to any private members of the ſociety, 
that wiſh'to examine them.“ 

| “In every ſociety, while the preacher gives: the tickets, let 
1 | the leaders ſet down what every perſon ſubſcribes, and give 
| the preacher an account of what is collected. In ay . towns 
It che leaders give the quarterage to the ſtewards, that they 
may take care ef it till the Quarterly Meeting: aud in g 

Y cotinti Places, let it be ſent in by the leader to the circuit 
= Kewards,-if he cannot attend himſelf. But every ſociety 2 
> that has . ſte ward, ſhould urge him to attend, that every t] 

| thing may be tranſactedl to their advantage. If the menchel 
talce it in, let him have a note from the lader, Reel the 
3 | um to the circuit Rewards, h 
4 If che temp ral buſineſs be properly tranſiQed the 4 
. other week, ard the ſtate of the rem fick particularly b 
j _—- vn ny _ reſpeRting their different 'necellities; their I; 
wry am tand every thing relative to the out- 2 
— 2 of the ſoëiety, — — be ſuitably adjuſted.“ uU 
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x | 2 +. Preachers are in general, a very uſeful i 
i patter our body. — of them are men of good abilities, | }; 
l . very liborious-in"the Work of the Lord. They have | 
blot good *tidings/of ſalvation,” to the comfort and ad. . 
. bange of chouſantis in dur connexion, But particular B 
4 ire ſhould'befillen;that che men we:  ferminiſtoting £2 
| | i be Word, huts be qualified for their'o The diffen- +, 
b ters of every denomination hold it as an axiom'in religion, to 
= - tht every" geist of poopie tiavenirightts hoot their own | . 
*  Srltitfters,.s And the cenftider it injurious for any man pr 
1 1 * . unleſs he be 

F | 


fairly elected by a majority of thoſe that compoſe it. But 
this rule would effectually deſtroy our plan of itinerancy, 
were it eſtabliſned amongſt us. It is impoſſible to allow our 
congregations the choice of their e e unleſs we give 
up our preſent excellent mode of changing the preachers. 
It is poſſible, however, to give them every thing they re- 
s on this ſubject. a only wiſh that men of piety, 
ability, and uſefulneſs, may be employed in preaching the 
goſpel to them. Is it not neceſſary to be careful how we 
admit of perſons entering upon the ſolemn office, of preach- 
ing the word of God in our congregations ? After àa man 
has been employed by an aſliſtant on the invitation of any 
people, ſhould he not undergo a ſimilar examination to that 
which is entered into, when perſons are propoſed to come 
out to travel amongſt us? Three things are 2 and poſi- 


tive anſwers 1 to each of them, before any perſon is 


fairly admitted on trial as a travelling preacher. 1. Is he a 
man of ſolid piety, and of a good moral character? 2. Has 
he abilities to render him acceptable to the - in general, 


where he has laboured as a local preacher? g. Has he 


been uſeful? Have ſinners been awakened and converted 
to God, by bis miniſtry? . Qught not ſomething of this na- 


ture to be adopted reſpecting our local preachers ?.. We 
ſhould have ſome method of admitting them to exhort and 


preach. If they are men of humility; they will rather be 

thruſt out by the people:into the vineyard, than run before 

they are ſent.” ies ion Fa. © DON 
« Suppoſe every perſon that thinks he is called to give a 


word of exhortation, ſhould be defired to tell-his mind to 


his leader, or to the aſſiſtant preacher. -Let him then be 
deſired to attend the next Landon Meeting, and inform the 
brethren his reaſons for ſuppoſing he is called to a more pub- 
lic place in the church; and let them judge whether he bea 
ſuitable perſon to encourage or not. If they think he is 


under divine impreſſions, let him be appointed to ſpeak a 


little in the claſs, or be fent to ſome ſmall country place, that 
he may exerciſe himfelf in exhortation, before ſuch as ſhall 
attend. If he have liberty to ſpeak, and the people accept 


of his labours, and are b/efed under his word, let a larger 


ſphere of action be appointed for him. But ſhould any no- 
vice ſtirred up by pride, vain glory, idleneſs, or any other 
wrong principle, offer himſelf as a candidate, it will he eafy 
to determine, whether to encourage him or not. Perhaps it 


would give greater ſatisfaction to the people, if all the ap- 
proved local preachers were preſent in the Lealers Meet- | 


70 
ing, when candidates are propoſed to come out to exhort 
N and preach. Should itſbe- found that any who was appoin- 
: ted to make trial of their abilities, 'have-deceived'themielves, 
it would be well to prevent their having a plan to labour with | 
the local preachers. And particular care ſhould be taken 
in examining every perſon that comes forward for a plan, 
upon the three particulars above - mentioned. Becauſe a ru 
very great deal depends upon having bc and uſeful ral 
el. eachers,*? an: 
N „ Af there are men amongſt n have 1 employed the 
Fiber in this office, who are neither acceptable to the nu 
people nor bleſſed in their labours; but on the contrary, to! 
Preach! our congregations, and greatly pain our people 
. their diſeourſes, ought they not to be told of it, and de- I fail 
Hired — further exerciſes in the miniſtry? This ane 
would cauſe a general rejoicing to the congregations, and W. 
— would be a bleſſing to the connexion,” _ ling 
An country places, where there are no leallers or local tha 
chers to adviſe with, every aſſiſtant can act to the fatis- ſorr 
Action of the pe * live in that neighbourhood. The |} uſe 
ſenſe of the TN and leaders, who attend the Quar- any 
terly Meetings, can be taken, before any man has a plan exp 
appointed among the local preachers. It is impoſſible to be I moi 
too — in receiving and nene perſons to Jabour ¶ van 
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L 3 ople. _ tion 
. hoes towns where there are ſeveral local 3 late 
would it not be exceedingly uſeful, for the travelling preach-¶ the 
=—_ ers in the circuit to meet them, ee once a Week or once mee 
fortnight, to have a free converſation with them, upon | of C 
the nature and deſign of the miniſtry.? Avaſt of things full. 
might be e which are neceſſary to be known, to com 
make us workmen that need not to be aſamed. If our peo- ¶ duc 
1 ple have not clear ideas of the doctrines We preach, ought for: 
not every travelli and local preacher, to be able to define I nexi 
and explain them? Is it not exceedingly againſt the inte- ¶ prea 
„ reſt of our cauſe, = a public ſpeaker, cannot give a ing, 
rational ſeriptural definition, of juſtification the neW birth I with 
S Ec. &cc.? And are there not many local, ¶ prea 
not to ſay travelling preachers, who cannot explain to the holy 
fatisfaftion'of any ſenſible Chriſtian, a number of doctrines, buy 
4 - which are eſſential to our ſalvation? The following, and Hand! 
I other ſubſects, might be conſidered, i in the meetings which grace 
„ may be eſtablifl What is original ſin p ＋oes it fpread kearr 
| 
| 
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its influence through the ſouls of all? What is actual fin? I mini 
What is che difference between fins of amiſſion, and ſins I meet 


of commiſſion? What is implied in a true evangelical 
repentance? What is the nature and influence of true 
faith? What is implied in juſtification? What, is meant 
by imputed righteouſneſs? What is ſanctification, and how 
does it differ from juſtification? Ho can we diſcern be- 
tween temptation from the devil, and the working of cor- 
rupt nature in ourſelves ? What is a 99 in the ſcriptu- 
ral account of election and reprobation Can true Chriſti- 
ans make ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience, or muſt 
they be infallibly ſaved, & c. &c. &c.'? Theſe, and a vaſt 
number of {ubje&ts, might be conſidered in tlie fear of God, 
to the mutual advantage of all that ſhould aſſemble.“ | 
„„ Would'it not. be well to conſider alſo, what texts are 
ſuitable for the different congregations- where we preach, 
and what method ſhould be purſued in handling them? 
Would there be any fin in examining tlie fermons of travels, 
ling preachers, in thoſe meetings, with meeknefs and fear, 
that all might be edified? This would be conſidered by 
ſome. as going too far, but all who:wiſh to be acceptable and 
uſeful miniſters of the goſpel, would be thank ful to have 
any of their errors pointed out, and a more excellent way 
explained. If Claud's Eſſay on the Compoſition of a Ser- 
mon were read and conſidered, part by part, very much ad- 
vantage might be derived from that incomparable publica- 
tion. There are a number of other books eminently calcu- 
lated to be uſeful to all who ſpeak publicly in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus. A few enthuſiaſts and bigots may oppgle 
meetings of this nature, but all who deſire to feed the flock 
of Chriſt, and to bring iinners to repentance, would thank - 
fully embrace every opportunity of learning how to ac- 
compliſh ſuch glorious ends, If theſe meetings were con- 
ducted according to the word of God, they would be ſchools 
for all who ſpeak publicly amongſt us, and the whole con- 
nexion would be bleſſed under their influence. Travelling 
preachers would be conſtrained to give themſelves to read. 
ing, exhortation and doctrine, that they might ſpeak in public 
with propriety, and be: uſeful: in the. meeting of the local 
preachers. The local preachers would poſſeſs a ſpirit; of 
holy emulation, which would conſtrain. them diligently to 
buy up every opportunity that offers, to increaſe in wiſdom 
and knowledge. We ſhould all be. driven to the throne of 
grace, to ſeek bleſſing from God: and to the ſcriptures, to 
learn from them, how to finiſh our courſe. 17 and the 
miniſtry we have received of the Lord Jeſus, |. If ach 


Incetings brought a little more labour on affiitant preachers, 


— 


| 8 2 
ind on thoſe of their brethren who ſhould help in this glo- 
5 it would be crowned with bleſſing from the 
Great Shepherd of . Souls, and yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs to any of our own minds. 355 
. The neceſſity of What is obſerved above, will appear 
that will only take time to think on the 
local preachers are men of good na- 


ſubject. of our 
tural parts, but their Gtuation in life prevents them from 
much kn ge. They earneſtly deſire to be uſeful, as labo 
They feel a great want of vert 
Mat 


OW 
well as acc table to the ople. ; 
8 They would thankfully ſpare two 
inted with thoſe things Ng 
obje 


which are ca 
entance. Their want of time for ſtudy, might in a great | 
meaſure be made up by the travelling preachers maturing, fron 
and bringing forward ſubjects, which are neceſſary to be of t 
conſidered.” This would give them ſuch knowledge of the the 
effential 1ofrines of religion, that they would always ſpeak to tot 
As many of them are 6xed for life in mut 
not 


che uſe of edyfying. > 
they live, they need a greater variety of. | 
ate 


ſubjects and of matter, than a travelling preacher, whois il © 
. Kationed for one or two years. If we reſpect our Own © a- mgs 
tv of Methodiſm, WE ſhould religiouſly io 

Was. : aD11 


attend to this part EST bin 
the local 3 ſupply on Sun- 

only on work-day even- 8 

oft 


days, thoſe places where we Preac 

ings. Many. have an opportunit of hearing them, who ö 
carmot always hear us. If they peak the word of G bat! 
with e and ſucceſs, the peo je are encouraged to Thi 
come for wat and hear us. They 2 poſe, if the erſons f 
| ho welk 8... 


that labour ſix days in r he buſinels can m_ 
ing preachers, 


Cho have nothing to 
When this is the caſe, they 

and our mutua pleſſed to their ſouls. On the 

3 other hand, when 2 local preach er murders his text, Pro- 
| duces nothing but crude notions, unworthy a place m the 
pulpit, nd raves exceedingly in his harangue, 25 though he 
were deliverin ſomething very important, every fenfiblc 
: hearer is offended, and many declare WE are all enthuſiaſts: 
ice madmen than rational creatures; and wi 


chat we act more | 
| come no more to hear any of us. They alſo influence 
of us, and to ſhun our public 


Sthers to t ink meanly 
mimiſtrations . | 
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| 73 | 
5. As it is impoſſible to allow our people to chooſe 
their own miniſters, on account of the itinerant plan, yet 
ought we not to give them all the fatisfaftion in our power, 
both in receiving and continuing preachers to travel with 
us? What do they defire on this head? 1. That every 
local preacher be a ſufficient time on trial, before he is pro- 
poſed to travel, 2. That none be propoſed but thoſe that 
are pious and moral—have promiſing gifts to render their 
labours acceptable—and are uſeful in awakening and con- 
verting ſinners. g. That they be propoſed to travel in the 
March Quarterly Meeting, previous to the -Diſtrict Meet- 
ing; and if a majority of thoſe who attend that meeting 
object to their going out, that they be propoſed no more 
that year. But if a majority of the brethren, aſſembled 
from all parts of the circuit, in a full meeting approve 
of them, that they then be propoſed to travel. 4. In 
the Diſtrict Meeting, before they are offered as candidates 
to the Conference, a majority of the perſons that attend 
muſt both approve and recommend them. | Would it 
not be well for the preachers that 'are propoſed for candi- 
dates to attend the March Quarterly and the Diſtrict Meet- 
ings, that they may anſwer ſuch queſtions as may be pro- 
poſed to them, reſpecting their knowledge of the ſeriptures, 
abilities for the work, and their call to it? That all our 
friends may be perfeRly ſatisſied, that they have not run 
before they are {ent of God.] Then they would be honor- 
ably introduced amongſt us, and go out with: the appro- 
bation and prayers of all who approve of their travelling; 
This mode of receiving preachers is /o reaſonable, that it is 
impoſſible to oppole it on ſcriptural grounds.“ > 
Since the death of Mr. Weſley, a good deal of care 
has been taken to prevent improper perſons from com- 
mencing itinerant preachers with us. There was particular 
care taken laſt Conference on the ſubject; and very few 
were brought forward to travel, but what were well 're- 
commended. - There were, however, ſome exceptions. ' A 
few were brought out who had not been propoſed in the 
Diſtrict Meetings. And many that were not named in the 
Quarterly Meetings. Indeed, Quarterly Meetings have 
been in a great meaſure overlooked, in this very important 
buſineſs. As none but preachers have hitherto been al- 
lowed to attend our Diſtrict Meetings, it is poſſible for a 
local preacher to be recommended there by an aſſiſtant, 
without the knowledge, and 6 the minds of the peo- 


0 


ple in the circuit which he repreſents. If delegates from 
the Quarterly, attended the Diſtrict Meetings, they could 
declare the ſenſe of the brethren they repreſent on this 
ſubject. Or if they are not allowed to attend the Diſtrict 
Meetings,” minutes of what paſſes m Quarterly Meetings 
might be read, and every thing be done decently and with 
order, But have not the Conference been deceived by 


ſome of its members, and accepted men to labour with us, 


that are to this day à dead werght to the connexion ? Only 
let the people approve, by their repreſentatives in a Quar- 
terly, Meeting, of thole who are propoled to travel, and 
then the evils complained of will ceaſe for ever.“ 

© The ſame meaſures ought to be purſued, with thoſe 


who are to be propoſed for admittance into full connexion, 


Let them be fully approved of by the Quarterly and Dil. 
trict Meetings, before they are admitted. And if it be the 
opinion of both theſe meetings, that they ſhould be con- 
tinued longer on trial, or be deſired to return to their for- 
mer engagements, let the conference act as they think will 
be for the glory of God, in this matter. Ever conſidering, 
that, the cool, diſpaſſionate voice of the people, is the voice 


99 


of God.?“ Ls 

« I fpeak with reverence, when I aſk, ought not the 
people to be heard, when they declare in a number of cir- 
cuits, that different preachers in full connex ion, have not 
abilities for their 4 ; or that their character, after being 
tried for a number of years, is a reproach to our cauſe ? 
Should not ſuch perſons have ſomething allowed them to 
begin buſineſs with, and either give up preaching altoge- 
ther, or only preach where they are defired to do it, as lo- 
cal preachers? Ought not our people to be gratified in 


their repeated requeſts on this head, and be convinced, 


we ſtudy their happineſs in every thing ?” 
* Should not the people by their repreſentatives in 


Quarterly Meetings, in ſome mealure determine, when a 


reacher is worn out in his maſter's ſervice, and ſhould 
either become ſupernumerary, or be ſuperannuated? Many 
good men, wiſh to ſpend the dregs of an uſeful life in the 
ſervice of the churches. But they are not adequate to the 
work of the circuits, to which they are appointed. They 
ſhould ſubmit to the determinations of the people, who 
honour them highly for their work's ſake, _ be content 
to ſpend their tew remaining days, in only preaching oc- 
caſionally, or not preaching at all, as ſhall be conſidered 
moſt for the glory of God! This would make way for 


[- 


their places in the circuit to be better ſupplied, by thoſe 
338 who are abler to labour in the bleſſed work of the 
miniſtry.“ N 8 | 

" 6. The whole body of Methodiſts, however diſperſed 
through the nations, are intimately united. The ſame doc- 
trines are preached in every place, and the ſame diſcipline 
exerciſed. | We walk by the fatke rules, and mind the ſame 
things e things which make for our peace, and by which 
we may edify one another. The ſocieties, however, are 


independent of each other, in matters of an indifferent na- 


ture. Preachers, truſtees, leaders, and ſtewards, in a reli- 
gious point of view, are no more than brethren to the pri- 


vate members. They are more than brethren in one point 


of view: they are their ſervants for Chriſt's ſake. In this 
ſenſe we dare not call any, perſon our maſter, but Chriſt, 
and we are all brethren in him. This gives every ſociety, 
let its members be many or few, an unalienable right to 
worſhip God as they pleaſe. Every ſociety in our con- 
nexion has a right to determine, what hours are moſt ſuita- 


ble for public worſhip ?—where and how the facrament 


ſhall be adminiſtered ? &c. &c. And a majority of the 
ſociety in every place ought always to be fairly obtained, 
before any thing of importance is determined. As no ſo- 
ciety is ſo large but it may aſſemble in the place appointed 
for public worſhip, the faireſt and moſt equitable way of 
knowing the minds of the people, would be by ftating the 
ſubject properly, not endeavouring to bias their judgment 
any way, and then leaving them at full liberty, to vote 
which way they pleaſe, The votes could not be collected 
ſo well by the leaders. Though in ſome caſes this might 
be ſubmitted to, when the whole ſociety could not afſemble. 
If the majority ſhould determine for ſervice in church-hours, 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, baptiſm, and burial of 
the dead, by our own preachers, it would be a fin in the 
fight of God, to hinder them from enjoying their privile- 
ges. No truſtees, ſtewards, leaders, or even preachers, 


could prevent them, without taking the place of Chriſt, | 


and lording it over God's heritage. We all have an equal 
right to vote in theſe matters, as we all are redeemed by 
Chriſt, and have all a ſoul to fave, equally precious in the 


ghet of God, with the ſouls of our truſtee brethren. The 


minority have always a right to do as they pleaſe. If they 
can ſubmit ſaying, The will of the Lord be done, all will 
be well. If they cannot, 1 may worſhip in church- 
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to our Connexion, 
de prevailed on to attend them, and all the local preachers 
in the circuit, with the leaders and ſtewards of the places 
where they are held, it is impoſſible to tell what advantages 
would accrue through 


2 3 2 
— 


* 

tours, receive the ſacrament, &c. &c. as they have done) 
and in every thing elſe be united to their brethren, in the 
bonds of the goſpel. If the Conference, a body of truſtees, 
or any perſon or number of perſons, prevent a ſociety 


from having the privilege of determining theſe matters, it 


is tyranny on their part, and oppreſſion to the people.“ 
. Quarterly Meetings may be made a ſingular bleſſing 
If a delegate from every lociety. could 


them to our people. They are emi- 
nently calculated to help forward the ſpiritual intereſts of 


the Redeemer's kingdom. If there be any thing to allege 
againſt the character, doctrines, or abilities of travelling or 


local preachers, a fair inveſtigation may immediately take 
place, and every thing done that is neceſſary, in all caſes 
that are brought forward. And if any matters are too 
great to be determined here, they can be prepared for the 
mee In theſe meetings the ſtate of the 
different ſocieties can be conſidered, and meaſures adopted 
that are likely to be of ſervice to the circuit. at large. It 
ſhould-be determined here, whether preaching ſhall be con- 


tinued or not, in thoſe places, which have hitherto been 
bazren and unfruitful. And alſo, all propoſals for dividing 
If there be a 


circuits ſhould be fixed in theſe meetings. 
neceſſity. for a diviſion, the brethren will readily agree to 
it; if there is not, they will prevent that which would be 
an evil to our cauſe. | 
ſulted in the diviſion of many circuits, they would have 


prevented, what we new feel to be a burden, which we 


can ſcarcely ſupport.” _ | | 
In the Quarterly Meeting preceding the Diſtrict Meet- 


ing, particular care ſhould be taken that every matter be 
properly propoſed and matured, Which may be preſented 
to that meeting, to be conſidered by the preachers, &c, 
It ſnhould be propoſed here, which of the preachers might 
ſtay a ſecond year with the, greateſt advantage to the peo- 


ple; if any of them muſt. be changed. And no afiſtant 
ought: to: be continued a fecond year in; a circuit, to the 


diſadvantage of a brother of equal ſtanding; in the work, 


and whoſe family has a right to an equal ſtay. with that 
of his. If both of them cannot ſtay, let the man that is 
moſt acceptable, and whoſe labours have been moſt bleſſed,” 

be preferred. And let this be determined by the Quarterly 


If our leaders, &c. had been con- 


whe 
ſocie 
circu 
ſocie 
ers, t 


of families, &c. It ſhould be fixed what is neceſſary for 


Meeting. The preacher may withdraw, if it be doubtful, 
and let the brethren ſpeak their minds freely, determining 
always, never to be biaſed by any conſideration, but the glory 
of God, and the good of his cauſe. It may alſo be necet- 
fary to mention, what preachers are likely to ſuit the cir- 
cuit, and propoſe with fubmiſſion to the will of God, and 
with the conſent of the Diſtritt and Conference, to have 
them appointed: or others whom the preachers are ſatisfied, 
will be both acceptable and uſeful.” | | 

The circuit ſtewards ſhould be choſen by the ſtewards, 
&c, of the various ſocieties in the Quarterly Meeting. 
And both they and the town ſtewards changed every two 
years, that there may be no undue influence obtained by 2 
neceſſary office, either over the people or over the prea- 
chers. As all our wants are ſupplied by rule, unleſs in 
extraordinary caſes, we have nothing to fear from any cir- 
cuit ſtewards, It is very unreaſonable in us to wiſh to 
chooſe them. Evils cannot be prevented on this head, 
unleſs we will allow the circuit ſtewards to be choſen either 
by the town ſtewards alone, or perhaps more properly, by 
all the brethren that attend the Quarterly Meeting, The 
aſſiſtant preacher may generally have his choice, by pro- 
poſing ſuch men, as are acceptable to the brethren every 
where.“ | 8 . 

„Let every thing be done openly in the Quarterly 
Meetings. The monies paid by rule require no particular 
attention. But thoſe that are extraordinary, ſhould be 
* eee conſidered. Such as allowance for ſickneſs 

| 


tor's bills—preachers going to the Conference removal 


each of theſe, never in the leaſt abridging thoſe who have 
need of help. If the whole of ſuch expences can be paid 
by the circuit, let it be minuted down, that there may be 
no after demand on the Conference. If any part of it can 
be paid let the ſum which was judged neceſſary, be ſpeci- 
fed, and what the circuit allows, that the Conference 
may know how much they have to make up in deficiency.“ 
There are extraordinary collections to be made through 


the circuits, on particular occaſions. This is neceſſary 
when the book is in debt. Let the preachers read to the 
ſocieties. the ſtate of their finances, as drawn up hy the 
circuit ſtewards, and let them deſire the members of the 
lociety to give what they deſign to ſubſcribe to their lead- 
ers, that it may be * the next Quarterly Meeting, 
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along with the quarterage. But nothing has created ſo 
much uneaſineſs among our people, as collections made a 
for horſes. I could relate ſeveral things on this ſubject, 5 
\ 
s 


which would only wound and grieve our! friends. To 

ent any thing of the ſame nature in future, let every 

ing be done openly in this buſineſs. But let no preach- 
er make a collection for himfelf, or any of his colleagues p 


3 for him. If a private collection will be ſufficient, let the t. 
3 friends be ſpoken to by the leaders or ſtewards, and the f1 
4 money that is given be paid into the hands of the circuit C: 
4 Rewards, that every thing may be done to the ſatisfaction b 
| of. all that are concerned. | In many circuits horſes are £1 
provided by the friends. The people ſee the reaſonable- tt 

neſs and advantage of this plan. Perhaps it will in In 

3 due time be fixed. throughout the connexion, that the of 
1 Circuits ſhall: find the horles that are neceſſary, and the w 
: achers have nothing to do with them, but to attend to a 

Solomon's declaration. The merciful man is good to his Wi 

a . | | De Ie” tri 

4 & Theyearly; K ingswood, and preachers? fund collections, in 

mould never come into the hands of any of us, till they 2 

are brought to the conference. We ſhould take down what me 

the friends deſign to ſubſcribe to the yearly collection, the 

and let the leaders receive and give it to the circuit ſtew- ful 


ards: "The leaders ſhould alſo receive the Kingswood col- on 
 Te&joh! wherever it is made, and let it be brought to the laſt 
Quarter Meeting, and given to the circuit ſtewards. "The | has 
ſtewards and leaders ſhould be defired to ſpeak to ſuch {oc 
Friends as can help to ſupport the worn- out preachers, and ma 
they ſhould give this allo into the hands of the circuit C101 
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| ftewards, If the preachers ſpeak to any of their particular rigl 
: Frierids for this collection, they ſhould immediately lodge that 
5 ; what they receive in the hands of the town ſtewards, that this 
3 they may take care of it till the Quarterly Meeting.“ hav 
3 As it is very probable, the Conference will ſoon appoint of tl 
chat lay delegates from the Quarterly, ſhall attend the Diſtrict © con; 
* Meetings, ſuitable perſons muſt be nominated. Suppoſe  Lor 


two from every circuit were appointed to tranſact the ipiri- peo: 
tual and temporal concerns of the ſocieties-. They ſhould that 
be elected at the March Quarterly Meeting. And in the tree: 
Quarterly Meeting immediately after the Diſtrict Meeting, of t! 
every thing ſhould be laid before the brethren that concerns conr 
the circuit, and the Conference be addreſſed, or not addrei- ¶ equi 
fed;- as matters ſhould determine. Perhaps it would be Þ they 
for the advantage of our connexion, for a letter to be drawn 
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up in this meeting to the Conference, either approving of 

what the Diſtrict has done, or objecting; and freely and 

fully ſtating the alterations they wiſh to have made. This 
| © would give the Conference every information they could 

deſire, and might end in the general good of our whole body.” 
In Quarterly Meetings, the ſtate of houſes ſhould be 
particularly conſidered. If there is a neceſſity for a houſe 
to be built for the proſperity of the goſpel, it will be poſ- 
fible for the friends that are preſent, to know how much 
can be raiſed towards building—how the money may. be 
borrowed that is deficient—who will act as truſtees, and 
give ſecurity for the money that is to be borrowed—how 
the intereſt may be paid—and what aſſiſtance the houſe is 
likely to give the connexion, in helping to ſupply the wants 
e of the preachers. In theſe meetings it ſhould al ſo be ſettled; 


c Ad SE. 


— 


e what advantage on the one hand would ariſe from dividing 
0 a circuit, and on the other, what additional expences it 
is would involve the people in. If there are any Gflatisfed 
truſtees belonging to any chapel, on account of ſervice 
8, in church hours, or the ſacrament being adminiſtered, the 
V Quarterly Meeting will be able, either to perſuade ſuch 
it men to allow their brethren liberty of conſcience, or free 
nz them from their anxiety, by accepting of their truſt, and 
„fully indemnifying them for any monies that were borrowed 
5. on their ſecurity. It ought to be maintained as an axiom 
iſt that cannot be altered or modified, that no truſtee ſhould 
he have a power to interfere with the ſpiritual concerns of the 
ch lociety. Nor have any more than an equal voice in theſe 


ad matters, with the reſt of his brethren, This ſhould be reli- 
uit £ giouſly attended to, that there be no infringing upon the 
lar rights of the conſciences of our people. All the houſes 
ige that are built in future, ſhould have truſtees appointed on 
nat this very condition. They ſhould be told, that they ſhall 
have the temporal management of the chapel, for the good 
int of the preachers and the congregation : but that the ſpiritual 


rick concerns of the houſe, reſpecting ſervice in church hours, the 
ole Lord's Supper, &c. reft ſolely with the majority of the 
jiri- ſl people: and whenever they are unwilling to grant them 


uld that liberty, they ſhall reſign their truſt, and be perfectly 
the *Y freed from every, obligation they laid under, on account 
ns, of their premiſes. Every houſe we have already in the 
rms fl connexion, ſhould be ſettled, as ſoon as poſlible, by this 
ref- ¶ equitable rule; that no man or number of men, may take 

| the place of Jeſus Chriſt, and become judges of other men's 
wn | conlciences,”? . 5 | a” 
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- © Moſt of our houſes are worth a great deal more money 
than the debt upon them. They will more than indemnify 


themſelves. This is the caſe with all the houſes which the 


truſtees have claimed a right to interfere in, In conle- 
quence of this, it will be very eaſy to relieve thoſe friends in 
the truſt, who are not willing for a majority of the people 
to determine in the matters that are now agitated in our 
connexion, Should they refuſe to let the charity of ſub- 
ſcribers flow in its own channel, for the benefit of the peo- 
ple that worſhip in any houſe, will not their conduct ſuffi- 
ciently evince, that they have ſome other end in view than 
the glory of God, and the good of his cauſe? But as moſt 
of our truſtees dread the thought of being unjuſt to God, 
end ſacrilegious to his people, they will ſpurn the thought of 


preventing any congregation from worſhipping as they 


think is right before the Lord. I have ſuch confidence in 
many of the truſtees in thoſe places where the people with 


for the ſacrament, that I am perſuaded, when they confider 


the nature and deſign of their truſt, and the ſolemn rights of 
the conſciencies of thoſe that worſhip in the chapels they 
have taken under their care, that they will deteſt the thought 


of invading the privileges of our ſocieties. They will ceaſe 


to contend, faying from their-heart, * The will of the Lord 
be done.'—The Quarterly Meeting is a proper place to 
ſettle every thing of this nature. Security can be given to 


any, who cannot be prevailed on to continue in their truſt, 


on the equitable plan, of a majority of the people, determining 
in thoſe Re which ede have * 
8. Our Diſtrit Meetings may be made a proper medium 
between the people and us. In them we may heartily unite 
to promote each others intereſts. If we ſuffer them to be 


on ſuch a foundation as the welfare of our connexion re- 


quires, we ſhall prove their utility, beyond any thing we 
have 2 experienced.“ if 

66 
attend from every circuit, to manage the ſpiritual and tem- 
poral concerns of the people. Let them both be preſent 
when the buſineſs of the Diſtri& is tranſacted, from the be- 
ginning to the end. Let the characters of the preachers be 


cCalled over before them, and a fair examination take place, 
upon our piety, morality, gifts, and uſefulneſs.” 


+ Our preſent mode of examining each other's charac- 


ters, is very ſuperficial, It does not include what ought to 


be conſidered in calling over our names. Ought we not to 
alk is brother , pious in his converſation, and moral in 


o 


o make them as uſeful as poſſible, let two delegates 


| 81 | 

his condu&t? Has he gifts that render him acceptable and 
ufeful? Are there any ſouls awakened and converted un- 
der his miniſtry? Does he preach inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of feaſon, delivering his diſcourſes in ſuch a manner, as to 
convince the people that he is in earneſt ? Does he regu- 
larly meet the ſocieties after preaching, and endeavour to 
preſs on the people to follow peace with all men, and holi- 
neſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord? Does he 
viſit the poor as well as the rich, and ſeek in private to fave 
fouls? Does he attend carefully on the ſick, viſiting and 
relieving according to the nature of his office? Does he 
riſe early, and either preach to the people, or purſue his 
ſtudies ? Or does he lounge away his mornings in bed, and 
ſpend a great part of the day in idleneſs? Does he abſtain 
from every thing that would render his company diſagree- 
able, & c. &c. ?— Theſe, and ſimilar queſtions,” might be 
propoſed in the meetings of the Diſtrict, and ſuitable anſwers 
returned, according to the manner of our conducting our- 
ſelves before the people. It is impoſſible to have a fair, 
candid examination of our character, but in the Quarterly 
and Diſtrict Meetings. The neceſſity and advantages of 
this mode of examination are fo clear, that there are few 
preachers but what would wiſh for it: unleſs it be thoſe 
who are conſcious that their conduct would not bear the 
teſt of ſuch an excellent plan.“ 7 HET eee 

It might then be propoſed, who fhall continue in the 
circuits another year: Where thoſe might remove with ad- 
vantage, who ſhould leave their circuits ?—W hat preachers 
might fill up their places? Leaving every thing for the 
Conference to confirm or ſet aſide, as the preachers, &c, 
ſhould conſider moſt adviſable,” e 

* Then conſider the ſtate of the circuits. What places 
ought to be given up? What new places tried? What 


circuits divided? What circuits united, that have not 


proſpered ſince they were divided?“ | 
{6 To fix, as far as poſlible, where the ſervice ſhall be in- 
troduced in church hours—where'the Lord's ſupper ſhall 
be adminiſtered—or where it ſhall be given up.“ 
* Who ought to attend the Conference ?—By what 
conveyance,ought they to go !—How- ſhall the circuits be 
lupplied in their abſence.” | Wo TNT 
And, with fubmiſſion to the connexion at large, and the 
preachers fo appoint one or two lay-delegates from every 
Diſtrict Meeting, to attend the Conference. That is, the 
delegates from the Quarterly Meetings, ſhall have full li- 


* 2 12 4M * 
Z 
b < * 


| 

F 

4 8 
4381 
N 

[+ 

4 


vat > EDS 
3 — 5 


"the . 2 4 0 
Atty * S 
0 


bn, 
* 
— 


BP GK e 


3 
9 
r 


— — 


n 
* V Ts ren — 
4 c 
— 2 —— 


5 82 
berty to chooſe out of their own body, one or two men te 
attend the Conference, to lay before the preachers, the mi- 
nutes of the Diſtrict Meeting, and to tranſact the affairs, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, as far as they can, of the ,Dil- 
trict they repreſent : to anſwer any queſtions that are pro- 
poſed, and to fee that the rights of the people are property 


maintained. Their expence to be borne by the free ſub- 


{criptions of the ſocieties, belonging to the Diſtricts they 
{hall repreſent.” | 5 

In Diſtrict Meetings, our temporal matters may be 
matured and prepared for the Conference. The delegates 
from the different circuits can read over what was deter- 
mined at their Quarterly Meetings; and the united wiſdom 


of preachers and delegates from ſeveral circuits, can adjuſt our 


matters in ſuch a manner, that the Conference will have 


little to do but to hear what is propoſed, and confirm thoſe 


things which cannot be finally eſtabliſhed without their 
ſanction.“ = | 

5 In theſe meetings the different collections can be noticed, 
that they may be ſent in due time to the perſons appointed 
to take them to the Conference, and aſſiſt in their diſburſe- 
ment. The deficiencies of all the preachers in the Diſtrict, 
or their families can be properly ſtated, and the Conference 


have nothing to do but to allow and pay the different ſums, 
All extra bills, occaſioned by ſickneſs, or families in diſ- 


treſs can be conſidered, ' The wants of ſupernumerary or 
ſuperannuated preachers, or their widows can be aſcertained, 
and theexpences of going to the Conference, or removing 
families, can be fixed. It is impoſſible to ſettle theſe mat- 
ters with propriety in the Conference. Many pounds are 
loſt to the connexion for want of proper information on 


theſe ſubjects. The delegates from.the circuits would by 


no means opprefs the preachers : every thing for their wel- 


fare woul 


be richly adminiſtered.” 


The Diſtrict Meetings would be able wy determ ine, whe- 


ther one or two delegates from the people, ſhould attend 
the Conference, If our affairs were brought as forward as 
poſſible, in Quarterly and Diſtrict Meetings, it would not 
require the attention of many preachers and dclegates, to 
tranſact them in the Conference. Perhaps for a few years, 
it would be neceſſary for two lay delegates from every Diſ- 


tritt to aſſemble, And if they were to meet a few days before 


the Conference, while the delegates from the preachers are 


drawing up the rough plan of ſtationing, they might have 
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every thing in great forwardneſs, and be able to tranſact their 
buſineſs in a feœ days with the Conference.“ : 

One Diſtrict Meeting in a year, conducted in the beſt 
manner that could be deviſed, would be quite ſufficient for 
every thing that would happen in moſt Diſtricts between the 
Conferences. Where any thing extraordinary happened, 
which required immediate redrels, a Diſtrict Meeting might 
be called, and every thing ſettled as far as poſſible, without 
the leaſt delay. And what could not be lettled in the ex- 
traordinary meeting of the Diſtrict, might lie over to the 
proper Diſtrict Meeting, and if not adjuſted there, be re- 
terred to the Conference.” OR | : 

+ Having brought forward the ſpiritual and temporal 
concerns of our connexion to the meeting of the Confe- 
rence, let us conſider how they may be managed there to 
the beſt advantage.” | 

5 It has been the complaint of many of our brethren, 
that our Conferences have not been conducted with ſuch 
ſpeed and preciſion, as the nature of our affairs require,— 
Many of the preachers have been very much wounded in 
their minds, on account of the different things which have 
happened. Haraſſed with buſineſs, hurt with various un- 
intereſting debates, and having little. time for devotion, 
have cauſed them to experience great leanneſs of ſoul.— 
Many of us have left our Conferences with a troubled mind, 
and have gone to our appointments to mourn and repent 
before God. It has been ſeveral weeks before many of our 
brethren have obtained the liberty they enjoyed, before they 
left their circuits to aſſemble in Conference. Perhaps there 
are few preachers but what feel more or leſs ſorrow of ſpirit, 
when they are at liberty to examine their ſtate, after they- 
have been a few weeks from the duties of their ſpecial cal- 
ling. It will be poſlible under the direction and bleſſing of 
God, to conduct our affairs in future, that none of us ſhall 
lufter ſpiritual loſs, but return from our yearly Conferences, 
in the Fr of the bleſſing of the goſpel of peace, and enter 
upon our labours with hearts filled with love. to God, and: 
with love to the ſouls committed to our care.” 

There are a few things which may be conſidered as 
preliminaries, that would, if properly attended to, have a 
good influence upon our Conferences. 1. Let every thing 
be done that can be deviſed, in the Quarterly and Diſtrict 
Meetings, to expedite the buſineſs of the Conference. 
2, Let the delegates to draw up the rough plan, have at. 
leaſt four days before the Conference to bring forward. 


— Bj. ͤ ne. 2 — . Ee 4 
- * - 2 - PE I 5 


| 84 
| their work. as. complete as poſſible, The minutes of the 
different Diſtrits may be of ſingular uſe to them, when 
they contain all the information that the united wiſdom of 

Quarterly and Diſtrict Meetings will afford. 3. Let as 
few preachers attend the Conference | unleſs in very ex- 
traordinary caſes] as can tranſact the buſineſs of the diſſe- 
rent circuits. If we conſider, how much the work of God 
ſuflers in the places that are neglected in the time of Con- 
ference; and that too many preachers are a great burden 
to the friends where the Conferences are held, as well as an 
hindrance to the work, we ſhall determine to do every 
thing in our power to prevent unneceſſary perſons from 
attending. 4. Let the preachers that are appointed to 
attend, be particularly remembered in the prayers of our 
friends; that God may give them power to withſtand every 
temptation they meet with, and to Iive holily and righteouſly 
hefore all. If thoſe that aſſemble in Conference, watch 
unto prayer themſelves, hile thouſands of our people are 
bearing them on their hearts before the throne of grace, 
they will not only be able to keep a conſcience void of 
offence in their great work, but will glorify God with their 
bodies and ſpirits which are his. 5. Let as little time be 
ſpent in going to and returning from and in the Conferen- 
ces as poſſible. 6. Accept, without the leaſt heſitation, 
the help of delegates from the Diſtricts, that by their means, 
a: good underſtanding may be eſtabliſhed between us and 
our people, and buſineſs forwarded as much as poſſible, 
7. Let days of faſting and 22 held before we leave 

aur circuits, and not any days ſpent in theſe exerciſes at 
the Conference: unleſs in very critical caſes, ſuch as we 
experienced laſt Auguſt.” Co „ 

„To make our Conferences as expeditious as poſſible, it 
will be well to attend to che following things. 1. While 
the deed is filling up, let the preachers be preparing papers 
to vote for the preſident and ſecretary; and both the papers 
be given in together, that it may be known at once, who 
are:appointed to thoſe offices. 2. Let a committee con- 
fider and report What preachers have died, with, ſhort 
accdunts of their characters - hat preachers are to be 
received into full connexion ho have travelled three, 
two, or one year; and the Conference have nothing to do 
but to hear the account read, and correct miſtakes, if there 


be any. g. Let the minutes of the Diſtricts, give an 


account of the characters of the preachers ; and let thoje 
oniy be brgught forward, who- have acted contrary to the 
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rules of our connexion, and whoſe caſes could not be 


adjuſted in the Diſtrict Meetings, but muſt be heard in 
the Conference. 4. Let the minutes of Diſtricts, as far 
as poſſible, determine, who ſhall be ſuperannuated—who ſhall 
be ſupernumeraries—- ho ſhall be expelled the connexion 
ho ſhall be put back on trial—and who ſhall-be diſiniſ- 
led for want of abilities, either among thoſe that are on 
trial, or thoſe that are in full connexion. 5. Let the rough 
plan of ſtationing have as few. alterations made in it as poſ- 
ible. The committee are ſuppoſed to conſider the general 
good of the connexion. and to ſtation the preachers where 
their abilities will ſuit the circuits, and to prevent as much 
as poſſible, long removes. After they have laboured for 
ſeveral days to bring forward their work to perfection, no 
alterations, but thoſe which appear abſolutely neceſſary, 
ſhould be made on any account. 6. After ſtationing, "the 
large minutes ſhould be read over, if neceſſary, and all 
our” laws reviſed, altered, or confirmed; and ſuitable 
advice given, that we may conduct ourſelves in all things 
to be of ſervice to our congregations and ſocieties. If the 
Conference would ſuffer all our rules and laws to be care- 
fully examined, and thoroughly reviſed and altered, as the 
ſtate of the connexion requires, and fix a time when-they 
ſhall undergo a 'new examination, "this would prevent: a 
great deal of loſs of time in future Conferences, till the 
time of examination ſhould return. Perhaps five or ſeven 
years would be long enough between the examinations? 
[ought they not to be examined oftener ? | Becaule hu- 
man laws and rules may wax old in that time, which 
could not be well diſpenſed with before: even laws made 
at One time, that do not affect the effentials of religion, 
may require in five or feven years, to be expunged or al- 
tered. 7. The preachers who have travelled their four 
years, and-ate acceptable and-uſeful, ſhould be received as 
loon as pollible, by that mode, which is conſidered moſt 
agreeable to the word of God, and moſt profitable to them; 
that they may be prepared to go to their appointments with- 
out delay? e een eee, ORE 
In fettling eur temporal affairs, we ſhould deſire the 
lay delegates from the Diſtricts to come forward, and to 
take an active part in all our matters. In à few. minutes, 
the delegates belonging to a Diſtrict can tell us, What: is 
colletted in each of the circuits for the yearly, Kingswood, 


od - 


amd preachers fund charitie', + The whole ſum of each 


will oon be known, and can be produced at once: being 


| „ . 
1 repared by the delegates in their own meeting. 


Then the deficiences of the Diſtricts can be called over, | 
and the minutes of each attended to, as far as poſſible. As 


many alterations in the diſburſement will unavoidably take 


| amy the delegates and preachers can fix the monies to 


be paid, to their mutual ſatisfaction, and the buſineſs go 
rapidly forward. The Diſtricts will ſoon be called over, 


and if the book- room cannot ſupply what is deficient, the 


delegates can lay the ſtate of our fmances in detail before 


the different circuits, and they will help us to the utmoſt 
of their power. For when they examine the account of 


our various expences, and find there is nothing but what 


is reaſonable and juſt, they will cheerfully come forward 


to our help.“ | | 
IVE late of Kingswood ſchool will require inveſtiga- 
tion. It will be enquired, Cannot the ſchool be removed 
into ſome part of Yorkſhire, where proviſions are cheaper? 
Will not fewer maſters and ſervants manage the ſchool ? 
Cannot they keep the ſchool, to board, clothe, waſh, and 
educate every boy for ſixteen or eighteen pounds a year, 
inſtead of coſting the connexion thirty, as they have done 


For ſeveral years paſt? If they cannot be ſupported for 


fixteen or twenty pounds a year, would it not be better to 
break up the ſchool, and allow the parents of the boys that 
ſum, from their being ſeven, to their being fourteen years 
old ? which would not only enable them to get them edu- 
' cated according to their ſtation in life, but would put it 
into the power of all who are frugal and careful, to clothe 
their 'children decently through an 1 Moſt 
of our preachers would finely prefer this plan, to their 


boys being torn from them at ſeven years of age, and kept 


in a place where they can ſeldom be ſeen by them. I: 
often happens, that their hearts are ſo alienated from their 


Parents through this long abſence, that they become cold 
and indifferent in affection to them ever after. If we as a 


of preachers cannot manage the ſchool better, the 


_ delegates would either put us upon a more excellent plan, 
| or they would do ſomething more effectually. They would 


publiſh to the friends in the different circuits, that the boys 
— to us, coſt near double, what they would col! 

at many of the beſt ſchools in theſe nations, and this would 

ruin the collection“. . 

It is ſuppoled by — that our people have nothing 
to do with the preachers'-fund collection. They imagine, 


— 


+ that we have the ole riglit of managing it, without an) 


daſs, pin od A nw ad me ao at SS 


thing 
agine, 
1t an) 


in the Conference after his death, 
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quarter. If our fund had no help 


interference from any 
from the people, this would be the caſe; but as they ſub- 
ſcribe towards its ſupport, they have a right to ice that the 
monies are properly applied. The preſent mode of diſburſe- 


ment is really curious. Every ſuperannuated preacher is 
to receive pounds per annum, according to the years he 
has travelted, whether he want them or not. A young 
widow, if her huſband has travelled thirty years, is to have 
thirty pounds per annum for life, whether ſhe continue 
ſingle or marry, The evils of this plan are many, and have 
frequently been pointed out.“ | 225 | 
«If lay ebe were to help in the diſburſement of 
this charity, they might paſs an act of oblivion on what the 
preachers have already done, but they would wiſh to have 
equitable rules eſtabliſhed for our future conduct. Perhaps 
they would fix one rule, that would ſatisfy every perſon, 
who ſuffers either reaſon or religion to have dominion over 
him. Let the real wants of all ſuperannuated preachers, 
or widows, be the rule of diſburſement for eve. And let 
theſe wants be aſcertained in the Quarterly and Diſtrict 
Meetings. This was the rule by which we atted till the 
year 1791. [And the letter Mr. Weſley wrote to be read 
articularly requeſted, 
that the collections might be diſburſed as they had formerly 
been : without ſhewing any partiality to any perſon in the 
connex ion.“ 13 a 
„The lay delegates would be ſingularly uſeful to the 
Conference, in every thing that relates to the building of 
chapel;—to indemnify diſaffected truſtees—and whatever 
relates to the outward proſperity of our caule,” | _ | 
In future, “let large minutes of all our proceedings in 
the Conference be printed as ſoon as poſſible, and be open 
to the inſpection of all our people. Let them he appointed | 
to be read in the firſt quarter meeting after every Conterence.”* 
After theſe matters are adjuſted, and every thing honor- 
ably ſettled, which relates to all our ſocieties, let us bind 
ourſelves afreſh to God, at his own table, and after ſolemn 
thankſgiving, let us haſten to our different circuits, to. 
watch over the fouls committed to our care; and to putlyh 
the good tidings of falvation, to finners of every defer otion 
If this or a ſimilar plan were adopted, I am perſuaded, 


the buſineſs of our Conferences would be tranſacted 


in a few days, they would hardly ever exceed 
2 week, Our people would be perfectly ſatisfied, and molt 
Is; He 5 „ 
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of the preachers would rejoice : and the whole connexion 
would proſper under the Galton of the Lord our God.” 

AI have now finiſhed the ſketch which has lately occu- 

| pied my attention. I have not the vanity to ſuppole, that 

it is ſo perfect as it might be. Nor do I imagine it will meet 
with the approbatien of all the brethren, I have the honor 
to be connected with, in the glorious work of the miniſtry. 

If they would Eut read with candour what I have 

written, and weigh the different parts of this pamphlet 

deliberately in their own minds, J am perſuaded they would 
find nothing in it ' contrary to the ſcriptures of truth 
nothing contfary to the principles of enlightened reaſon in 
their own breaſt. Prejudice blinds the mind—bigotry con- 
tracts the ſpirit—ſuperſtition fires the imagination againſt 
| 1 of religion an unreaſonable attachment to 
ud cuſtoms and forms of worſhip, leads us to venerate a 
number of things, that are not founded on the ſcriptures 
of truth. —Party ſpirit. hardens the heart, and leads thoſe 
that are under its influence, to revile, reproach, and per- 
ſecute, under a-pretence of glorifying God, and ſupporting 
his truth: — and the Great Devil intolerance would ever 
de forcing the conſciences of all, who cannot be convinced 
hy its arguing: it would even burn at a ſtake, thoſe who 
oppoſe its mandates, and refuſe to be ſubjett to its laws. 
Eet theſe be renounced, and then my ſentiments will have 


an opportunity of being tried by the law and the teſtimony, 


and not by human creeds and plans, of even good men's 
mnventing.“ 3 a e 2 en NT NT 1 15 
Alt is ealy to ſee, that Quarterly, and Diſtrict Meetings, 
are every Way adequate to the matters neceſſary to be 
tranlacted in any circuit, between the Conferences. If our 
people be only allowed to ſend their delegates, both to 
Diſtrict Meetings and the. Conference, we ſhall ſoon ſee to 
our pleaſure, the happy fruits of ſuch an equitable meaſure. 
- But if the beſt preachers. in the connexion were in a Di- 
trict, and the people kept back from having any ſhare in 
aur government, or the management of our affairs, it would 
be impoſſible to give them perfect ſatisfaction. Only let 
them engage with us in the future ſteps we take for the 
proſperity of our cauſe, and we ſhall have no complaining 
in any of our departments.” 3 FEET 


E But would not 5 what is here recommended 
7 


hops, prieſts, and deacons, from 


efſectually ſhut out all 
us? Perhaps this 


having a roving commiſſion amo 


would be the conſequence, If it cauſed ſeveral of our 


C 


fectionate words and ſound arguments,” 
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worthy brethren to hang down their heads like bulruſhes, 
it would conſtrain others to ſing for joy, Three times, 
under different forms, did the b4/hop plan make its appear- 
ance laſt Conference. It was. brought forward and ſup- 
es by men of the firſt rate abilities in our connexion : 

ut they had the mortification of ſeeing it rejected, by a 
vaſt majority of the preachers in full connexion.” | 
Fourthly. We ſhall conclude this Pamphlet with infe- 


rences and remarks from the whole, From the quotations 


in favour of liberty of conſcience, the following inferences 
are either plainly expreſſed, or fully implied.  - 

1. That God alone has the ſovereign right over conſci- 
ence, and man is accountable to him only in what merely 
refers to its rights. 
in Chriſt Jeſus, is a rational religion, Capable of being 
underſtood and experienced by every intelligent creature, 
that is in a ſtate of probation. g. That it is the duty of 
every man to examine this religion as it is revealed in the 
ſcriptures, and to form his judgment accordingly. 4. That 
creeds, confeſſions of faith, and articles of religion, of hu- 
man compoſing, however good they may be in themſelves, 
are not the foundations which God hath laid in Zion. The 
ſcriptures are the only ſuſſcient rule of our faith and prac- 
tice. 5. Every man has a right from God to * unlimited, 


uncontrouled liberty of conſcience. 6. That we ought to 


tolerate each other in every thing that reſpects our happi- 
neſs, when we cannot all think alike on the ſubjects which 


are controverted in the religious community, with which 


we are connected. 7. The utmoſt length we ought to 
go, in ſtriving to make others think and act as we do on re- 
ligious ſubjects, is to reaſon with, and perſuade them by af- 
0 8. That with- 
holding privileges from our brethren, which they have a 


right to by the goſpel of Chriſt, is exceedingly againſt their 


intereſts. 9. All kinds of reproach, cenfure, or perſecu- 


tion, exerciſed towards eachother on account ofa difference 


in religious opinions, is {inful before God, and areal injury 
to our brethren, 10. That the Methadiſts are bound by a 
thouſand ties to tolerate each other, and exerciſe Chriſtian 
forbearance on all occaſions. 11. That nothing but perfeft 
liberty of conſcience can make us a proſperous people, and 
at unity with ourſelves, 


among us may be injured for a time, by falling into the hands 


of inſufficient defenders, it will never laſtingly ſuffer by dif- 


cuſſion, God will not fail <2 raiſe up men, who will be 
| Hg 


2. That the religion he has eſtabliſhed 


12. And laſtly, © Although truth 


"on 
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found 3 to defeud' it. - Sothat in the end his cauſe 
| —_ aſſuredly conquer; for truth is great and will prevail.” 
We congratulate the Methodiſts on a review of theſe ſenti- 
ments. We mourned over the debates of laſt year, but now 
that we have graſped the gem of ſuch ineſtimable value, we 
triumph 2 the ee. d pet of the advantages which will reſult 
from it. are the ſentiments which filled the breaſts 
of matiyrs: 5 men have already ſhaken the pillars of hell: in 


them we ſee # banner unfolded before us, with this glorious 


- inſcription, TRUTH and PEACE; under which we are 
perſuaded unborn myriads will go forth with the Captain 
= our Salvation, from - conquering to conquer. We ſee 
incipalities and powers, with the rulers of the darkneſs of 
this world, falling before the weapons of truth and righte- 
:ouſneſs: We ſe our miniſters terrible as an army with 
banners, to the ſons of bigotry and ſuperſtition. Clear as 


2 the ſun- in their views of divine truth. Mild and beneſi- 


2 as the moon in their pacific principles. 
Soon, very ſoon, may HE who holdeth the ſtars in his 
he hand, catiſe the ſword of his mouth to deſtroy all the 
right of the crooked ſerpent amongſt us. Soon may we be- 


bold the healing waters of the ſanctuary, ruſhing from the 


foundations of Zion, till they become deep and wide enough 
to encompaſs all our land. Then ſhall we fing, * Happy art 


- thou O01 8 4 Who i i Lale unto thee oh A apa JR by the 


"Hp 45 
When we ſurvey theſe revivirig Extras; we are ready to 
(cry out, there can be no diviſions among the Methodiſts— 


no unchriſtian contentions——no debates—no ſtrifes no 


animoſities— no ſwellings of pride no wrath no murmur- 
-ings, among men who breathe ſuch uniſon of ſentiment.— 
They remind us of Milton's Meſſiah's Chariot, where thoſe 
:flaming ſpirits, who do the pleaſure of God, move with one 
Der zeal in obedience to his will. 
But we remember we dwell in fleſh. - We converſe 
with mortal Worms; and have far too many proofs, that 
however we may agree in general principles, tis difficult, 
gly difficult, to have all our ways directed to pleaſe 
| Walk in all . according to the goſpel of 
Obrig. | : 
The following remarks. e ariſe An the ſecond 
Kolle stium of Extracts. 1. Dr. Coke repreſents the Confe- 


g _ #ence-as' * A perfett ariſtocracy,“ poſſeſſing in themſelves, 


the whole power of the Methodiſt. connexion. 2. He de- 


Acales the people hayc #10 power,”? N. r. Pawſon and others 


1 
— 


. 


5 


clearly prove, that our ſocieties are not in a ſtate of goſpel 
liberty. 3. Mr. Murlin and others ſhew, that many of the 
decrees and rules made ſince the death of Mr. Weſley, by 
the Conference, are unfcriptural—they are ungodly—a re- 


. proach to Methodiſm—and ought tobe renounced for ever. 


4. That making rules to accommodate without a ſcriptural 
principle, -may prevent ſeveral evils, but cannot heal our 
diſeaſe. It is called, ** paltry patch work, which often re- 


_ quires © ripping up and altering.” 53. That our connexion 

_ ought to have been organized at Mr. Weſley's death, and a 
free communication opened between the preachers and peo- 
ple. 6. We are exhorted to ſearch out the latent and re- 

- mote, as well as the viſible cauſes of our diſorder. 7. We 
are intreated to renounce what is wrong, and make, * ſuch 
additional articles to our rules, as the welfare of Methodiſm 
requires. 8, Different perſons propoſe different amend- 
ments. Some propoſe for leaders and ſtewards to be ap- 
pointed by the leaders and ſtewards that are now in office; 
others, for the Diſtrict Meetings to have lay delegates from 


the people in them—others for trial by jury, &c. 9. All 


agree that ſomething is ſtill wanting to make the Methodiſts 
a reſpectable people: as well as for their peace and union 
with. each other. 10. A new conſtitution is mentioned 
as neceſſary, by near ſixty delegates ; who think it ſhould be 


publiſhed for the acceptance of the people; and then e 


ted by the preachers and lay delegates. 11. The late ad- 
dreſs from Newcaſtle enlarges upon the ſubje&, and ſhews 


the danger of refuſing to admit the people to a proper ſhare 


in our government. 12. Mr. Pawſon, the Mancheſter 
truſtees, and others, wiſh the people to claim their privi- 


leges. To do it boldly, * by ſtrong exertions, followed by 


means Equally ſtrong.” Theſe are the inferences that natu- 
rally arite from the preceding Extratts. I ago. 


Soon after Mr. Weſley's death, the Methodiſt connexion 


were called upon, To enter into an impartial examination 

of our principles and conduct, before we proceed any far- 
ther. If Mr. Weſley has left us rules exactly agreeing with 
the law and the teſtimony, we ſhould follow them with 
avidity, but ſhould it be found. on near inſpection, that in 


{ome things he 'has been miſtaken (and who is not liable to 


miſtake ?) Ought we not as ſoon as poſſible, to lay thoſe 


miſtakes aſide? We are called on by an apoſtle, to prove 


all things, and hold faſt that which is good. It is for the 


honour of any perſon or body of people, to renounce error 


and embrace truth. Will it not debaſe our cauſe, to hold as 
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leading principles, what is contrary to the oracles of God ?“ 
If this advice were neceſfary at that period, we think it 
abundantly more ſo now. Many laws and rules have been 
made ſince our venerable father was called to his reſt. And 
ſhould we refuſe to examine our affairs at this time, we ſhall 
greatly myure that cauſe, we profels tolove, | 
We have had frequent calls to enter upon a ſpeedy re- 
formation of ſeveral things which have inſenſibly crept into 
our connexion. Three years ago, the circular letter ſigned 
Trueman and Freeman, contained in miniature every thing 
we deſire. Laſt year the minutes of the Aberdeen Diſtrict 
Meeting, which were publiſhed among our people, called 
upon us to adopt the plan we are pleading for. But it un- 
fortunately happened, in many places where circular letters 
were ſent, the people never ſaw them. We could name a 
a number of places where the preachers kept them back 
from the leaders and ſtewards, though they were directed 
to them. Win 
We would fain hope Dr. Robertſon is miſtaken in the 
following reflections. The proteſtants applied to another 
aſſembly, to a convocation of popiſh clergy, but with the 
fame ill ſucgeſs which hath always attended every propoſal 
for a reformation addreſſed to that order of men, To 
abandon uſurped power, to renounce lucrative error, is a ſa- 
crifice which the virtue of individuals has on ſome occaſions 
offered to truth; but from any /ſoczety of men no ſuch effort 
can be expected. The corruptions of ſociety, recommended 
by common utility, and juſtified by univerfal practice, are 
viewed by the members without ſhame or horror; and re- 
: for never proceeds from themſelves but from ſome foreign 
hand,” _ OD 155 VVV 
If the Dr. never was acquaintea with an inſtance in 
- which any ſociety gave up uſurped power, &c.'* we may 
- convince him and the world, that ſuch a thing is poſſible, 
if our preachers freely give up to the people thoſe privileges 
which belong to them as the followers of Chriſt. But 
ſhould they refuſe, then his words will be applicable to 
us, and prove a freſh teſtimony to the truth of his obſer- 
Our Divine Maſter had no myſteries in his religion to 
conceal from his followers. His doctrine, diſcipline, and 
management of * * affairs, were open to his diſciples, 
and to the world. The apoſtles were of the ſame temper 
and ſpirit. The churches under their care were managed 
with ſuch openneſs and ſimplicity, that it proved to the 
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Which we wifh to conceal from our followers, it is à ſuf- 


to the light, that it may be manifeſt that his works are 


Ihe foregoing Extracts, ſelected from ſo many reſpettable | 


forth and claim their privileges, which in ſome parts tru{- 


awakened thouſands to enquire into the ſtate of our affairs, 
and they have gone farther than many expected. They have 
turned their attention to the Conference, © as a perfect ari- 
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| world their religion was of God. They were the ſervants 


of all for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. It is ' impoſture-alone 

that affects myſtery.” The religion of the New Teſtament . 
knows nothing of ſeparate intereſts between miniſters and | 
the members of Chriſt's myſtical body. Popery and every 

religion that bears any reſemblance to it, has ſecrets to hide 

from the people. If we have any thing in our connexion 


ficient proof that we are not treading in the- ſteps of our f 
glorious Redeemer and his apoſtles. © 4, 
The preſent jealouſies of our leading friends ariſe from an 
opinion, that they are kept in the dark reſpecting many 
things which ought to be open to them, and that they have 
not a proper ſhare in the management of our affairs. If the 
preachers will remove the veil, and ſuffer our matters to be 
tranſacted openly, commending themſelves to every man's 
conſcience in the ſight of God, that in ſimplicity and, godly 
lincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God 
they have their converſation amongſt us, then all parties will 


be ſatisſied. Our Lord ſays, He that doeth truth cometh 


wrought in God.“ 
witneſſes, ſhould have ſuitable influence on our minds.— 
Have ſeveral of the preachers only talked about liberty, and 
declared in favour of an alteration of many things in our 
connexion ? Have the people been called upon to- ſtand 


—— — — th — 


tees withheld from them, and muſt they go no further? 
The addreſſes of the preachers to us on this head, have 


ſtocracy,” and to themſelves as in a'ftate of ſlavery, poſſeſſing 
no power, and cannot be ſatisfied till they obtain their 
lawful privileges. It reſts with the preachers to give us 
perfect ſatisfattion, by granting us Every thing we defire, 
without injuring themſelves, It is eaſy for them to remove 
our fears and regain our confidence. They have no ſacri- 
fice to make on this head, but what ought to be made forthe 
ke of Jeſus, and the fake of peace, © I 
We ought to guard againſt attempting to have the daugh- 
ter of the Lord's people healed ſlightly. Nothing but a ra- 
dical cure will do.—Rules of pacification and accommoda- 
tion may ſatisfy a few individuals, but the body of your 
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. will not be content, without a full deliverance from 
thoſe things that are oppreſſive, and a reſtoration of all the 
privileges which belong to us in Chriſt Jeſus. An accom- 
modation without healing matters cannot ftand. It will 
grieve and wound our moſt ſenfible friends, contract the 
preachers* ſphere of uſefulneſs, and prevent the blefling of 
God from attending their labours. Za | 


WWe intreat you carefully to diſtinguiſh. between : your 
own rights and the r:ghts of the preachers. Apply the 


ſubject to the admitting members into the ſociety and ex- 
cluding them—the choice of leaders and ſtewards the ap- 
pointment of local and travelling preachers—diviſion of 
circuits—colletions—managing our affairs in Leaders', 
Quarterly, and Diſtrict Meetings, &c. Only let us clear- 
ly diſtinguiſh between their privileges and our own, and 
this will direct our ſteps. 8 wr CE: 
Is it not exceedingly ſtrange, that ſeveral preachers de- 
clare, they would leave the connexion if the regulations 
take place, which are ſo eſſential to our proſperity P If they 
weng put to the teſt, we cannot believe they would accom- 
plifff their own declarations. But if they ſhould, would 
this be any proof of. our meaſures being wrong, or that 


they are acting under the influence of the Spirit of God? 


As the Newcaſtle addreſs juſtly obſerves, we have power 
in our own hands; and ſhould the preachers yore us to act 
contrary to our deſires, it would be exceedingly painful. 
If they ſhould refuſe to comply with our 5 or give 


us a proper place in the management of our affairs with an 


unwillivg mind, it will give many of our friends an unfa- 
vourable idea of their conduct. They will conſider the 
latter as the effect of fear, and not an act of love to us. 


Meſſ. Mather, Thompſon and Benſon invite * all our 


brethren, preachers, ſtewards, leaders, truſtees, and private 
members, throughout Great Britain, and Ireland, to meet 
and unite with us in one noble and great effort to preſerve 
the unity of our body.” This may eaſily be eſtabliſhed by 
adopting 1 plan; and by the people being allowed 
to have a ſuitable ſnare in our government. If they with 
the preachers make a noble and great effort, to have our 


plan fixed on a rational and ſcriptural foundation, unity 
Will be eſtabliſhed, and the gates of hell will never prevail 


ag inſt us. 


= ot D of theſe brethren, be deſpiſed, 
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evils be the conſequence. If you refuſe to enter upon the 


arduous work, and will not claim your juſt rights, and 


there be diviſions and diſorders in our ſocieties, for want 


of attending to theſe good men's advice, will you be inno- 


cent? Their plan will produce a radical and an immediate 


cure. Any other will fall ſhort of the end which is ſo 


eagerly deſired by all parties. ä | 

Mr. Bradburn, in his excellent pamphlet on the Slave 
Trade, is {jill more expreſs in his declarations, He ſays, 
% While we as Chriſtians take God into our account, we 
muſt uſe every rational and ſcriptural mean, to attain the 


end we have in view, otherwiſe we ſhall be (what thoſe 


who know us not have often called us) ignorant, wild 
enthuſiaſts.” | | | | 

In the following quotation, we ſhall only place a few 
words in crotchets, to make it apply to the ſubje@ before 
us. * Your being for the abolition | Methodiſt liberty ] 
or otherwiſe, is not ſo much an opinion, or a point of pri- 
vate judgment, as a caſe of conſcience, You muſt moſt 


religiouſly oppoſe | Methodiſt ] Slavery, whatever you may 


loſe by ſo doing, or you muſt act the hypocrite, I there- 


fore, as a miniſter of Chriſt among you, admoniſh you in 
the name of God, not to ſuffer worldly eee or tempo- 


ral advantages, to influence you to act contrary to the 
ſacred voice of inſpiration, and the cleareſt convictions of 


your own mind. The all-ſecing eye of your Judge, is 
upon you! Act with ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, and 


what you could not do conſcientiouſly yourſelves, do not, 


Ker any motives whatever, encourage in others. Exert 


ourſelves with becoming zeal, in the uſe of every legal 
means, particularly in ſending petitions to the | Conference] 
Parliament, from as many places as poſſible, that the un- 
ſcriptural rules may be aboliſhed which are amongſt us, 


and our connexion be placed on the foundation of Moſes 


and the prophets, Jeſus Chriſt, himſelf being the chief cor- 
ner ſtone. ] vileſt traffic that ever diſgraced human nature, 


may be aboliſhed.” “ | 


In this admirable paſſage we are called upon to aſs axis 
legal means to have grievances redreſſed, ot 


* 


our connexion may be convulſed ſeveral years, and many 


erwiſe we ſhall. 

| aftas © hypocrites, and confirm the world in their option, 

that we are © ignorant, wild enthuſiaſts.” It is a b cale of _ 
conſcience” for the Methodiſts to have the privileges Which 

are offered in the ſcriptures, and therefore we ought not ts / 
ſuffer worldly prudence or temporal advantages to lead as 


1 
5 
1 
by” 


ts act contrary to the ſacred voice of inſpiration, and the 
cleareſt conviction of our on minds.“ Does not this pat- Ich 

30 ſage encourage you to claim your juſt rights in the name of an- 

* the Lord Jeſus, with meekneſs of wiſdom, that your end got 
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4 may be ultimately attained ? While you reverence. the | ma 
ES | Py 2 | 3 | | > 1 | 
= preachers for their work's fake, ought you not to aſſure them —. 
| that nothing can, nothing- will ſatisfy you, but a proper 117 
_ = ſhare in the management of the ſpiritual affairs of our con- ; 
Th nexion ? If youare firm and reſolved, you obey theſe good all, 
= men, but if you are timid and with to compromiſe matters, ¶ and 


7 


$ ____ -»yougo directly againſt the advice they have given. 
4 Mr. Pritchard declares, truth makes a diſcourſe offen- ¶ the 
five,” and that ſome mark thoſe that oppoſe them, for black I got: 
ſheep; and ſcruple not to laugh an honeſt , e 1 
man out of countenance, by force of numbers. Mr. Tay- I vice 
lor proves, that the prophets, Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, ¶ tenc 
the firſt reformers from popery, the non- conformiſts, and I troy 
Mr. Weſley himſelf, by ſeeking to reform errors, and to be of © 
of ſervice to mankind; gave great offence to thoſe that op- Fattez 
poſed the truth. This is truly diſcouraging : but as it is the MF infly 
way ſo many worthies have gone before us, all who are cal- I who 
led to drink the bitter cup in the ſame work, ought not to I tions 
be caſt down. It often happens when leading men ſtep I to gr 
forward in ſuch a glorious cauſe, they are ſupported by the ¶ conr 
dliſintereſtedꝭ by the teſtimony. of their own conſciencies, ¶ perit 
and by the Spirit of God. This has enabled thouſands to preac 
bear up. beneath many things trying and oppreſſive. Our Ip 
venerable founder went without the camp bearing the re- 
proach of Chriſt. Vulgar prejudices and worldly policy, 
have ever been injurious to religion. When once theſe 
are conquered; the truth will exceedingly prevail. If the 
intereſted arid ſuperſtitious oppoſe meaſures that are calcu- 
lated to be advantageous to ſociety, all who: ſuffer them- 
{elves to think arid reflect, will ever be on the fide of re- 
%% ⁰⁰ / ⁰ et oſs 
Mr. Bradburn's words are exceedingly encouraging to 
all, Whether leading men or thoſe that ſupport them, who 
ſtrive lawfully to obtain their privileges. He ſays, I ſhall 
ever admire the noble and magnanimous manner in Which a 
gener ous and afiectionate people came forward and ſupported 
their preachers in the trying hour. It is a demonſtration. of 
tlie ſenſe and piety of ſuch a: people.; and I gladly embrace 
this opportunity of calling upon you to join with. me, in 
__ _%efurhing-your grateful acknowledgements to the people, 
—_ — *Rewards, and leaders, of Briitol;-and thetryſtees of Portlaud 
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{- chapel, for the love they have ſhewed to injured innocence, - 85 \ 
f and the part they took with a miniſter of Chriſt; when bi- ED 
"2 gatry and ambition would bave cruelly oppreſſed him 4 
e may every bleſſing be the portion of ſuch a people! Amen. 

m Mr. Bradburn's Circular Letter, dated Bath, October 11, 

* ; e 


1— 5 Theſe animating words ought to ſtrengthen the hands of 


we 


xd all, who are ſeeking to redreſs grievances among our people, | 
5, and efpecially fuch as may be expoſed to perſecution, either - | 
from the preachers, truſtees, leaders and ſtewards, or from 13 
1- the people. Their injured innocence will out- live the bi- 
k gotry and ambition of all who would cruelly oppreſs them.“ # 
2d In the multitude of counſellors there is ſafety. | If the ad- 11 
y- vice of our leading preachers and friends be properly at- of 
S, f tended to, -* ftrong exertions backed with means equally : 5 
id | trong”” will ſoon bring about the change, which the ſtate 
5c I of our affairs requires. If their exhortations be properly ; 
p- attended to by the large ſocieties, nothing can withſtand its 

ie influence. We cannot juſtly ſuppoſe, that thoſe miniſters 

l- | who have given this advice, will oppoſe their own declara- 

to tions; and the reſt of the preachers will ſee it their duty 

p to grant all the privileges you have a right to expect. The 

ie . | connexion being eſtabliſned on a ſure foundation, our proſ- 

s, perity will exceed every thing we have yet experienced. The 

to preachers and people being united in the bonds of the goſ- 

ur JF pel; great grace will he upon us. While the different ſoci- 

e- feties flouriſh exceedingly, the Lord will daily add to our 

y, number, ſuch as ſhall be everlaſtingly ſaved. D = 

e That this may be the caſe, ſeriouſly attend to two things. 

he Firſt, be much and fervent in prayer. Let your petitions 

u- be offered to God with the ardour of faith and love united 

m- together. Entreat the Lord to: diſpoſe the hearts of the 

'e- E preachers cheerfully to ſubmit to thoſe: things which are 

fleſſential to the happineſs: of our ſocieties and congregations. 

to ¶ Secondly; while the conflict continues ſtrive lawfully ; un- 

ho der the influence of ſuch principles as are juſtiſiable before 

all God. If this be an holy ſtrife on our part, we ſhall reap: 

2 2 in due time, if we faint not. Let us check every thing that 

ed | is contrary to love: in ourſelves, or in each other. Let us 

of ¶ not for a moment loſe fight: of the one thing needſul in this 

ce conflict; but follow peace upon goſpel terms, with all men, 

mn. and holineſs; without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord; 

Ie, Forgetting the things which are behind, let us reach-tothoſs 
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prive of our high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Then 
mould death meet us in this lawful contention, we fhall be 


Our ſecret and public backſlidings are our thame and re- 
proach. Juſtly might thou ſuffer us to bite and devour, 


f hearts. May they fear thy holy name continually, and 
ate every ſpecies of covetouſneſs. Give them the ſpirit of 
their office. Help them rightly to divide the word of truth. 
Prevent them from lording it over the conſciences of thy 
people. Make them the ſervants of all, for the fake of Jeſus. 
Chriſt. Diſpole their hearts freely to give up every degree 
of undue power over thy people, which at preſent they 
poſſeſs. Help them to love thee and the ſouls committed 
to their care, with a pure heart fervently, that they may 
cheerfully grant unto them all the privileges they have a 
right to expect at their hands. Lead them to come forward 
with cheerfulneſs, to redreſs every grievance which oppreſſes 
thy: people. Give them grace to fix the government 
of (our. connexion: upon the foundation of Moſes and the 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone, 
Incline them to eſtabliſh , ſcriptural plan, Which 


Will fatisfy every reaſonable mind; and enable them to live 
and act in the church before all, as the goſpel directs; that 
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1 Lead local preachers, truſtees, leaders, ftewards, and pri- 
© vate members in our community, toknow, obtain, and keep 


1 their proper place amongſt us. Help them & to make one 
f noble and great effort” to obtain their privileges. Give 
them boldneſs and firmneſs in thy cauſe, and let them ob- 
n tain the deſire of their heart. Unite the preachers and peo- 
— ple together in Chriſt Jeſus. Let their aim, their intereſts, 
ff and their privileges be one for ever. Let our ſocieties be 
n 3 and revived every where, Let our congregati- 
ons be converted to thy religion, that they may be heirs 
at with us of the grace of life. Let our occaſional hearers 
K taſte of the good word of life, and of the powers of the 
1 world to eome. Let our ſphere of action be excedingly en- 
* larged. Let all ſes and parties be brought from darkneſs ' 
br to light ; from the power of Satan to God, that they ma * 
— be pardoned in Chriſt Jeſus, and have an inheritance wit | 
e- i all them that are ſanctified. Let war and oppreſſion ceaſe V 
r, for ever. Let every thing that blinds, afflicts, and diſtreſſes q 
| thenationsberemoved. Let the goſpel be preached with ſuc-= _ 
2 ceſs to every creature under heaven. Let the kingdoms of 
- this world become the kingdoms of our God and of his 
1e Chriſt. Save every ſoul, for every ſoul is thine. 1 
e- O Lord, hear from heaven, anſwer upon earth, and do 
; for us abundantly above what we can aſk or conceive, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen, : 
| | | 
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